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22 HERE are "Scuations in 2 4 | 
1 which, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Reaſon and Religion, would fink 
| the Mind into a downright Def- 
pondency, or provoke it to, murmur at the 
Diſpenſations of Providence ; and we ſhould 
be apt to imagine, without theſe noble and 
powerful Friends, that either Heaven does not 
concern itſelf with human Affairs, or that it 
A 3 Uh e 
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is partial in the unequal Diſtribution ef Re- 
vwards and Puniſhments j but by their afiftance. 
we look upon Sufferings as Tryals of our Faith 
and Patience; and they give us this comſort- 
able aſſurance, that if we ſupport them with- 
out repining, our Sorrow- wil be furhed- oigo. 
Gladneſs. u 
WææXVX our whole Life to flow in an un- 
interrupted Tide of Happineſs, we ſhould 
make this World our Paradiſe 3 for which rea- 
ſon Providence, in his infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, throws into our Cup of Life ſuch a 
quantity of Sweet and Sour, as he judges moſt 
expedient for us: When the Pleaſures of Life 
begin to intoxicate the Frain, Croſſes ruſh 
upon us like a Deluge, and the Sweet is con- 
verted into Sour, which, like a Medicine that 
purifies the Maſs of Blood, rectifies the Dif- 
orders of the Mind, madly elated with its ima- 
ginary Felicity; but then this Torrent has its 
Limits, beyond which it muſt not paſs, other- 
wiſe what was deſigned as a Remedy, would 
prove a deadly Poiſon, and drive the unhappy 
Creature into Deſpair ; for which reaſon the 
fame wiſe Providence pours a little Sweet into 
the bitter Draught. jy And thus from $tweet-to 


Sour, 


- Noniltes:and Fenciu; N al 


Sour, and back again, brom Birth 10 Death, 
| eee 0d Manhood) ines 05047: 


Wed ron 21215" Rn 


Aer * 1 that when I found, myſelf. 

ſhut up in a dark and diſmal Dungeon, the 
Abode of Thieves and Murderers, EWas almoſt 
tempted in my firſt Tranfports, toi accuſe 
Heaven of Injuſtice and Cruelty, but the 
thoughts of my Innocence (ſweeteſt Cœnfort 

to the Diſtreſſed): ſoon ſtept in to my Relief, 
and nude me reflect that I was ſtill the Ob- 

ject of Heaven's Cate; unleſs I rendered my 
ſelf unworthy: of it by a raſh and ſinful Murs 
muring; this Thought compoſed my tumul- 
tuous Mind, and brought me to a perfect Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, imploring his 
Pardon for my: firſt preſumptuous Thoughts, 
and that he would, in his on good appointed 
Jime, make my Innocence, of the Crime laid 
c my charge, publickly known, and nme 
from my fpeinity: 


. Tuo! Ss was in one of the Corners of 
this glaomy Cell a ſort of Couch, yet I had not 
A Courage to approach what had often been the 
Repoſitory of Wretches guilty of the worſt, of 
Crimes, and as I had no inclination to ſleep, 

: | I 
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I paſſed the Night on an old broken Chair, 
wrapt up in Thoughts fit ſor ſuch a Place, and. 
for one in WY unhappy Caſe. 


* 


* 


ſtruck with the thundering. Noiſe of Doors 


unbolting; at laſt mine was opened, and a 


Man of a frightful Countenance entered, with 
a Letter and a little Baſket, which he delivered 
me; ſaying, that in a quarter of an Hour, 
I would be taken out of this, and put in a bet- 


ter Room, which was now preparing for me, 


by order of the Judges; and then retired with 


the ſame dreadful Noiſe that had notified his 


arrival. had juſt as much Light, through 
the triple iron Bars of a Window three Feet 
long, and about ten or, twelve Inches wide, 
as to be able, when 1 was cloſe to it, to read 


my Letter, which I found was from my good ; 
Friend Madam D' Allen, and contained the : 


1 


following el 


5 


— 2 Eight next Aran > my Ears WY | 


Ncailles ad Tencin. 9 


1 SHALL. mot, 1 my ap Chia, MPI ” 
deſeribe how much 1 was fhocked' with the 
news of your Misfortune ;, your own Affliction is 
but too great without the addition of another 53 
and therefore I hall only exhort yon ta ſupport 
this fiery Tryal as a Cbriſtiam ought to de, with 
his aſſurdner, that ; Heaven, which knows: your 
Innocence, will bring it to light to the Confuſtar 
of your Accuſers Our Prioreſi has worble 
a very flrong Letter in uur favour to one of the 
Fudges, and as we did nat. know whether, "before 
your. fir /t: Interrogatary, you: would bt ' allowed; to 
receive ar write Letteri, this: yoes opens idr 
ver Cour, tu the Juqhe, who, I hije, tuill nat 
any grue. orders for the Deliver & it with a 
little Basket, in "which you'll find ſame" Cordial 
and _ Sweetmeats, hut likeunſe that you may be 
as commedieuſly edged as poſſible during your Car- 
umu... baue already, | my dear _ 
given noble Proofs of your Virtue and Pitty,. and 
you found that,, Providence diſappointed the De- 
figns of thoſe who intended your Ruin ; throw your- = 
ſelf now upon-the ſame providential Care, and be 
aſſured that all the infernal Powers wnited together 
: Will not be able to prevail again{* you ; and that 
A. | it 


10 The ADVENTURES / 


it may be ſo ſball be the fervent Prayer of your 
me agg on Wu 4 0! lr 1 


*. * 
y * 4 4 y N - Ay a 
2 L * * Þ 4 * 1 * 4 
1 I ÞB % , : . 
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' Warar Conſolation is it to one, in ſuch a 
diſmal place as this, to find that one's. Friends 
re not abandoned one; I directiy fell on 


my Knees, and acknowledged that this ſmall 
Ray: of Comfort Was the Work of divine 


Bounty, and I ſhould no doubt have continued 
to offer ip my Prayers and Praiſes to Almighty 
God, had I not deen interrupted by à new 
Thundering of the Bolts, which made me ſtart 


ing of ny Door, Which was noi ſooner. done 
[than à Man pretty well dreſſed entered, and 
told me in a civil endugh manner, that he came 
to conduct me to 2 better Apartment, and 
then deſired: that I would follow him, which I 
did. After ſeveral Turnings and Windings we 
arrived at the place appointed for my Lodging, 
which was indeed a Palace compared to the 
other; the Room being decently furniſhed, 
 with''two large Windows, which, tho' grated 


with Bars of Tron, made it abundantly light; 


and 
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and what rendered it ſtill more agreeable, from 
one of the Windows I had a Proſpect of the 
Sea, and from the other could ſee the -Deagls 
en in Oo ke 3 | 
„ Mae T lch Yi: Ne 
| Warn your firſt 1 is over, ſaid 
this Man, (who was the Warden of the Priſon! 
your Friends, will be allowed to come and viſit 
you z in the mean time, if you want any 
Clothes or Linen, I will ſend for them to your 
Lodgings. As my Landlady and her Niece | 
my Companion are Priſoners here, anſwered I, 
unleſs the former ſends an Order to her Son, 
who has Charge of her Houſe, he will not al- 
low, I ſuppoſe, any thing to be moved. That 
is hat cannot bÞ permitted, ſaid he, till you 
are all three examined; which, I ſuppoſe, will 
be to-morrow or next Day at fartheſt; ſo that 
you muſt put up with what you have till then: 
In the mean time, added he, I have Orders 
from one of the Judges to let you want for 
nothing ; and if you'll let me know what you 
would chuſe.for Dinner, it-ſhall he gt. Lam 
obliged to the Judge, faid I, and, I hope, if 
you ſee him, before me, you will preſent my 
eſpects, and aſſure him, that I gratefully ac- 
knowledge his Favours: * for Dinner, any 
little 


WWE _— 
* EE c M s tr eres 
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Uttle thing will do; but, Sir, continued 1 a8 


believe it is in your power to give the Aunt 
and Niece tolerable Rooms and Beds, and a ' good 
Diet ; if you will be ſo good 'as to make their 
Confinement as eaſy as poſſible, I ſhall take 
care, the moment T am at liberty, to ſend” for 
Money, to pay you thankfully for their as well 
as my own Expence ; and pray be ſo good 
to tell them that I am in perfect goed Health, 
and not in the leaſt diſcouraged at what has 
happened. Tam told, faid he, that the young 


Woman does nothing but cry, and I believe it 
is more upon your Account than her on, be- 


cauſe "ſhe teizes the Turnkey with a great 
many Queſtions about? you every time he goes 
into her Room; and I fancy the will dry up her 
Tears when ſhe hears that you are now com- 
modiouſly lodged; for ſhe was like to faint away 
when ſhe underſtood, that you was in a Place 
worſe than her own. For God's ſake, Sir, cryed 
I, give my love to her; and tell her not to be 
diſheartened either upon my Aècount or her 
own, for I bope our as be 


cleared up, and our Accuſers whoever they be 
puniſned as they deſerve. At your Deſire, 


ſaid he, they ſhall both be put into better Pla- 
des than where! they now are, and furniſhed 
with 


1 


2 


1 v2 


buy , 
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with every thing they want. I returned him 


thanks, after which he retired; and finding 


myſelf fatigued with want of Reſt, I laid 


me down upon the Bed, of which both the 
Blankets and Sheets were proper and clean, 
and fell into a profound Sleep. At Twelve 
o* Clock a Maid came with my Dinner, which 
conſiſted of very good Soup, and a roaſted 


Chicken, with Wine and Water, and ſome 


Fruit for a Deſert. The Maid attended me du- 


ring Dinner, and when it was over, carried 


away the. things, upon which the Turnkey 
came and lock'd my Door, until the Hour of 
Supper, when the ſame Maid returned. 


ON the third Day of my Confinement 


about ten o'clock the Warden entered my 


Room, and told me that one of the Judges was 
come to interrogate me and the other two 
Priſoners. Tho? my Conſcience accuſed me 


of no Crime, yet the Words Judges and Inter- 


rogatories were frightful to me; and, in ſpite 


of all my Reſolution, a Trembling ſeized me, 


This is a Language ſo new to me, ſaid I, that 
it is no wonder it ſhould affect me, but I am 


ready to follow you, There is ſomething ſo 


awful, or, if you will, formal in the Looks, 
Vol. II. B Dreſs, 
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Dreſs, and Behaviour of thoſe Oracles of Life 
and Death, (if I may be allowed to call them ſo) 
that every Joint of me trembled as I advanced 
to the Place, where I was to ſtand during my 
Examination. After a ſhort Silence, the 
Judge addreſſed himſelf to me in the following 
manner. You ſtand accuſed by the Counteſs 
of Maricalta, your Mother-in-law, of having 
in a clandeſtine manner left your Father's 
Houſe in company with her Maid Mirella, 
and carried off with you a Diamond Necklace, 
Ear-rings, and ſome Rings her Property ; and as 
the Law directs, that, in ſuch Caſes, the ſup- 
poſed Criminals ſhall undergo an Interrogatory 
before the Tryal comes on, I defire to know 
what Defence you have to offer againſt this 
Accuſation. To be accuſed of Theft by my 
Mother-in-law, faid I, is a thing fo ſurprizing 
and ſo unexpected, that 1 am at a loſs how 
to expreſs my Wonder ; however, I flatly deny 
the Charge; and were it not an Intruſion 

upon your Time and Patience, I would beg 
your Allowance for relating ſame Paſſages of 


my Life, by which you will ſee that this 1s not 


the firſt Attempt that Lady has made to ruin 
my Reputation. I ſhall be glad, ſaid he, to 
learn any mg that may tend to your Juſtifi- 

cation, 
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cation, therefore proceed, and I will hear you 
with Attention. 


ISsEHAI. L not trouble you, Sir, ſaid I, with 
an Account of my Infancy, being a thing fo. 
reign to the preſent Purpoſe ; I ſhall begin my 
Narration 'at the Death of my Mother, from 
which I may date the Commencement of my 
Misfortunes, and particularly the Occaſion of 
my appearing here before you as a baſe unwor- 
thy Thief: I then recounted as briefly as poſ- 
ſible all the Accidents of my Life from that Pe- 
riod, not forgetting to mention my Father's 
Contract of Marriage, by which it would ap- 
pear that thoſe Jewels, to which the Counteſs of 
Maricalta pretended a Property, were my 
Mother's; and by her beſtowed on me at her 
Death, in conſequence of an Article in my 
Father's and her Contract of Marriage. I 
could obſerve by the Judge's Looks and Beha- 
viour, that ſome Parts of my Story affected 
him; that he now and then ſighed, and lifted 
up his Eyes to Heaven; and when he per- 
ceived that I left off ſpeaking: Your Story is 
ſurprizing, Miſs, ſaid he, and I have ſuch a 
good Opinion of your Sincerity, that I am apt 
to give Credit to what you have told me; but 
Ti | B 2 3 as 
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as your Mother-in-law offers to bring Proof that 
thoſe very Jewels, which you carried out of the 
Houſe, are her Property; unlefs you can pro- 
duce your Father's Contract of Marriage, and 
prove that the Jewels now in your Poſſeſſion, 
and which that Lady claims, are the very fame 
mentioned in it, I cannot ſee how you will ſet 
aſide the Accufation of Theft. Ah! Sir! 
cryed I, weeping bitterly, it is not in my 
power to produce that Contract of Marriage; 
as my poor unhappy Father has been forced to 
abſcond, upon Account of his Wife's Debts, I 


know not where he is, nor how to write a 
Letter to him; I can indeed pet, I believe, 
ſeveral Prople who will declare upon Oath, 
that they «have ſeen me wear a Diamond 
Necklace and Ear-rings, long before my Fa- 
ther's Marriage with the Counteſs ; and I can 
ſafely take my Oath, that thoſe I have now in 
my Cuſtody are the very ſame which I had 
then, and were delivered to me by my Mether, 
when ſhe found her Death approaching. He 
then aſked me if I had any thing further to ſay- 
No, Sir, anſwered I, but that you will have the 
Charity to believe me uncapable of the Crime laid 
to my Charge; and that I am as innocent of the 
as the Child that is yet unborn. Return to Theft 
ou 
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your Chamber, ſaid he, and be aſſured that 
this Affair, which ſeems to me to be not a little 
myſterious, will be carefully enquire ck into, and 
ſufficient time allowed you to exculpate your- | 
= 41 I made a a low Courteſy and retired, el 
corted by the Man who had brought me : from 
my Chamber. ö 


"Tax Judge who examined me, happened 
to be the ſame to whom the Prioreſs of the 
Convent had recommended me, and his Re- 
port to the reſt of his Brethren was, no doubt, 
favourable; for notwithſtanding the Plaintiff*s | 
puſhing for a ſpeedy Tryal, the Judges unani- 
mouſſy agreed that I ſhould have Time allowed 
me to find out where my Father was, that he 
might give Directions where his Contract of 
Marriage was lodged, and declare what he 
ktiew of the Jewels, which his ſecond * ile 
chimed as ber Property. | 0 


2 N ” 


TE Aunt, upon findin ing Bail for 
her Appearance, when called, . was diſcharged, 4 
or, at leaſt, allowed to go to her own Hoſe : thi 
and upon a Petition from me to the Court, | 
Mis ella was allowed to remain with me in my © 
Chamber, at which I thought ſhe would have 

B 3 died 


| 
g 
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died with Joy; and I muſt own that the Satis- 


faction of having her along with me made me 
forget my Captivity: She told me that the 


Judge, when ſhe was examined, had ordered 


her to relate every Circumſtance of my Story, 
fo far as the knew of it, by which he found 
that ſhe confirmed what I had told him; 
and to this, I ſuppoſe, was principally owing 
the favcurable Report he had made, from 
which proceeded the Indulgence of the Court, 
in granting me Time to find out to what 
Place of the World my Father had retired ? 
and, in the mean Time, the Jewels were 
ordered to be depoſited in the Clerk of the 
Court's Hands, which was accordingly 
done. 


Tis Affair made a terrible Noiſe in Ne- 
ples, and J had the ſatisfaction to hear, that the 


Cry was againſt Madam Maricalta, to ſuch 


a degree, that ſhe durſt not ſhew herſelf, for 
fear of being mobbed as ſhe went along Rich 
and Low were againſt her, and this was in 
every body's Mouth, that as ſbe bad failed in 
Ber Project of making me a Whore, foe wanied to 
get v me you's as a wy” TTY 


*. - 


My 


Neoailles 4ng roco. * 


55 e et was now ihe open "al 
' Day, and only locked at ten at Night, and 
whoever pleaſed to viſit me had free Acceſs; 
and, indeed, I had but too much Company ; 
for from Morning to Night the Room was 
crowded with Ladies of Quality, and the 
Judges Ladies were among the firſt; who, as 
they ſeemed to be fully perſuaded of my Inno- 
cence, told me that they did not doubt but I 
would be honourably acquitted, and my Mo- 
ther · in · lw 's Malice di ſappointed. Diſappointed, 
cried one of the Ladies, Spouſe to the Judge 
who had examined me, ſhe ought to be hanged, 
if ſhe does not make good her Charge, which 
I am very fully convinced ſhe never will ; for, 
added ſhe, when Miſs Tencin was arreſted, 
one of my Maids (who was a Servant to her 
Mother at the Time of her Death) hearing that 
her Crime was for ſtealing and running away 
with a Diamond - Necklace, Ear- rings and 
ſome Things that belonged to her Mother: in- 
law, deſired to ſpeak with me in private, and, 
when ſhe. was admitted into my Cloſet, de- 
clared that ſhe was preſent when Madam Teng 
cin, two or three Days before her Death, gave 


her * a little 1 Box, in which ſhe 
"ob | ſaid 
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faid was a Diamond-Necklace, a pair of Ear- 
rings, and ſeveral Diamond-Rings, to which 
your Father, my dear Henrietta, ſaid ſhe, has 
by Contract of Marriage renounced all Property, 
and agreed that they ſhould be yours the Mo- 


ment you attain to your fifteenth Year, in 
caſe my Death happened before you came to 
that Age. I had them, continued ſhe, from 


my Mother upon her Death-bed, with orders, 


in caſe I happened to be married and had a 
Daughter, to give them to her, which I now 
do with Pleaſure, not only in obedience to the 
Will of the Deceaſed, but for the particular 
Affection and Love which I have for you, my 


dear Child, on whom I beſtow them with my 


Blefling. This Wench,  faid the Lady, is ſo 


material an Evidence againſt Madam Mari- 


calla, that would the Judges take my Advice, 
they would have her taken up and ſecured; for 
I am perſuaded, in my Conſcience, that as ſhe 
ſwore to the Theft, ſhe is guilty of Tajacg, 0 


and ought to be puniſhed as the Law directs in 


ſuch Caſes. Her Opinion was approved of by 
the Ladies, and I returned her my humble 
Thanks for the favourable Sentiments the 


ſeemed to have of my Innocence, 
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Wren Mirella and I were by ourſelves; 
my dear Friend, faid I embracing her, how 
kind is Providence to me, and how thankful 
ought I to be for its undeſerved Favours ? I 
plainly ſee, in this Aﬀair, that Heaven makes 
uſe of my greateſt Enemy to ſerve my Intereſt, 
and that by endeavouring to ruin my Reputa- 
tion (which J hope in God ſhe will not be able 
to accompliſh) ſhe makes me known to a great 
many Perſons of Worth, who, when my Inno- 
Z cence is fully cleared up, will grant me their 
Protection, and employ you and me in what 
Work they have to do preferably to others; 
ſo that we ſhall be able to get Food and Rai- 
ment by our Induſtry, and I can ſend the 
Jewels to my Father, if he has Occaſion for 
them. But you'll aſk me, perhaps, how ſhall _ 
I learn in what part of the World he is, and 
how ſhall I clear myſelf of this Accuſation, but 
by his giving Directions how I am to come at 
his Contract of Marriage, and by his declaring 
judiciouſly that theſe Jewels were his firſt 
Wife's Property, and given by her to me ? 
Theſe are puzling Queſtions which I cannot 
anſwer ; and yet, my Friend, ſomething with» 


in "P Breaſt tells me, that I ſhall yet get out 
of 
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of this Scrape with Honour ; for which may 
my Heart be filled with Thankfulneſs to the 
bountiful Giver ofall good Things, from whom 
nothing is hid, and by whom thoſe who place 
their whole Truſt and Confidence in his Good- 
neſs and Mercy, are never totally abandoned: 
This is my Religion, and IT have daily In- 
ſtances that muſt, if I am not worſe than an 
Infidel, confirm me in the Belief of it. I con- 
feſs, ſaid Mirella, that, hitherto, the imme“ 
diate Hand of Providence ſeems to have brought 
about the Deliverances you have met with ; 
and as you have been always careful to ac- 
knowledge them with a thankful Heart, you 
have reaſon to hope that the fame kind Pro- 
vidence, as you are falſly accuſed, will con- 
tinue its Protection, and extricate you out of 
this preſent - Difficulty ſooner or later, and 1 
am perſuaded, as well as you, that this Miſ- 
fortune will turn to your Advantage in the 
Event, in the way of our Buſineſs; but Ma- 
dam, continued ſhe, would it not be proper 
to employ ſome one or other to write to Ve- 
nice, and to Marſeilles in France, to let your 
Fath er know what has happened, and what he 
muſt do ſor your Deliverance? That was 
already in my Thoughts, ſaid I, and I intend 

| | = 
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1 to write a Letter to-morrow Morning to Ma- 


dam  D' Allon, not only. for her Advice, upon 


that Head, but to thank the Prioreſs and her 


for their Recommendation to the J "ge, and . 
for the Preſents ſent mem 


Wan the J 1 were 6 qnderod. to be de 
livered up, the Trunk in which they were, 
was brought to the Priſon; by this means I 
had acceſs to what Clothes and Linen were, in 
it; andas I was viſited by People- of the | + 


Faſhion, ſome. I ſuppoſe out of Curiolity, and 


others perhaps from a motive of Compaſſion, 
I was obliged to dreſs better than. I ſhould have 
ei inclined. 


Mr fir Work, her I got up next Morn- 
ing, was to write a Letter to Madam O- Allon, 
in which I gave her a particular Account of 


every Thing that had happened to me ſince 


my Confinement, and begged ſhe would give 
me her Advice how I was to manage about 


- writing to my Father; and when I had finiſhed 


this Letter, I began another to Madam Nax- 


cini, who perhaps had heard ſtrange Stories 


about me, and would not be diſpleaſed to have 


a true Account of my Adventure. 
AFTER 


jp 
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what Reaſon, was at more pains about dreſ- 
ſing than uſual ; upon which Mirella told me, 
ſmiling, that he imagined 1 was meditating 
ſome great Conqueſt by the extraordinary Pains 
I was taking, but whateyer be the Motive, 
added ſhe, at gives me Pleaſure to ſee you thus 
employed, becauſe it is a ſign that your Mind. 
is s pretty eaſy. It i is, 1 own, anſwered 1, a 

ery odd Whim in me fo be taken up about 
Dicks in any Place, and more particularly in, a. 
Jail; but I have this Morning, for what Rea- 
ſon I know not, a ſtrong Deſire to give myſelf 
ridiculous Airs, of which I ſee the Folly, and 
yet for my Life I cannot get myſelf difſuaded, 
from thinking that I have a Call to appear 
gay and airy this Day; but I wiſh I may not 
have occaſion to repent my Madn eſs before 


Night: If T thought there were any thing 


criminal in what I do, 1 would rather burn 
all theſe gaudy Trappings than be guilty of the 
jeaſt Offence to God or Man. I don't think 
Heaven, anſwered ſhe, will be offended at , 
your adorning the beautiful F orm which is its 


own Workmanſhip ; but if a any young Gentle- 


man 
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Noailles a and Tehe in. 25 
man ſhould be of the — 2 Viſitors 
this Day, he may without a Miracle leave, his 


Heart a Priſoner with us. Our Converſa- 
tion was here broke off by the arrival. of the 


Maid with Coffee for our Breakfaſt, who told 


us, that ſeveral of the Ladies had given Orders 
yeſterday, to let us have the belt that could be 
got, and to take no Money from me. Vou 
are well beloved, Madam, ſaid ſbe, and in 
deed I am not ſurprized at it, for I think it is 


| impoſſible not to love you when one has had 


the Pleaſure of ſeeing and converſing with 
you'; for my part, I heartily hate that Coun- 


teſs, who is the Occaſion of your being here ; 
but I am overjoyed | to hear from my Maſter, 


that ſhe will be finely trounced for her 2 


I thanked this honeſt Wench for her good 
Wiſhes, and ſlipt a piece of Money i into her 
Hand as ſhe was going, which ſhe with great, 
Difficulty accepted of, aſſuring me that her 
good Wiſhes did not flow from any View or 
Motive of Intereſt, and proteſied that had ſhe 


Thought ! would haye put any ſuch Conſtruc- 


tion on what ſhe had ſaid, He would not 27. 
opened her Mouth upon the Subject; 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, I love vou for — 
not for your Money, tho? You have Raten 


2 
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to imagine otherwiſe from my being a Servant 
in 1 ſuch” a Place as _ = 
Above, an Hour dts ak ſame Maid came 
running up ſtairs in a great Hurry, and told 
me that there were two. very fine Gentlemen 
below, who deſired to know if they might, 
without importunity, be admitted to pay me a 
Viſit ; and the youngeſt of the two (who is the 
moſt charming young Man Jever faw in my 
Life, and the moſt richly dreſſed) deſired me 
to tell the young Lady that he brought News 
from her Father. I was glad, 1 muſt confeſs, 
when ſhe told the laſt Part of her Meſſage, which 
authoriſed me to receive this Viſit, and which 
perhaps otherwiſe I ſhould have refuſed ; but as 
they brought News from my Father I defired, 
without Heſitation, that ſhe would go and 
conduct them to my Room. She was ſcarce 
gone out when Mirella told me, laughing, 
that my Guardian Angel, knowing that I 
was to receive an extraordinary Viſit this Morn- 
ing, had no doubt inſpired me with a deſire of 
Dreſſing in an extraordinary Manner, without 
being able to account for it. At any other 
Time I ſhould have laugh'd at this whimſical 


F ancy of her's, but at t preſent I had a ſtronger 
deſire 


Noailles and Tencin, 27 
deſire to cry than to laugh, and what was 
more ſurpriſing Kill, Lat the ſame time 
dreaded and wiſhed for a ſight of theſe two 
Strangers. ue young Gentleman, who 
was foremoſt, had no ſooner; ſet his Foot into 
the Room, than I thought I felt my Heart ftart- 
He looked earneſtly at me for ſome Minutes, 
without opening his Mouth, and I did not 
find myſelf diſpoſed to put an end to this ſilent 
Interview; at laſt, however, the Gentleman 
recovered himſelf, as it were from a deep 
Meditation; the firſt ten Madam, faid 
"bs on ſeeing a Lady of your Appearance in 
ſucb 4 Place as this, made me ſpeechleſs, and 
J muſt dyn that I cannot conceive. how: your 
Mother- in: law could imagine that any Mortal 
would ever believe you guilty of the Crime 

- which ſhe Jays to your Charge. Such a Per- 
forty as you may indeed ſteal Hearts, tho ever 

do well guarded; but ſhe muſt be weak. as 
-wellas malicious; to endeavour to perſuade Pe- 
ble, who have once had the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you, that you are capable of ſealing any thing 
elſe. Jam obliged to you, Sir, ſaid; I, for 
your good Ooition of me, but as I was told you 
could give me News of my Father, give me 
leave to interrupt your flow of Compliments, 
C 2 and 
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we. to beg you'll inform me where and how be 
is? This, Madam, faid he, pulling a Letter out 
of his Pocket, will inform you of what you de- 
fire to know. Tho' my Curioſity is very 
preſſing, Gentlemen, ſaid I, yet Iwill reſtrain 
it till you are gone; becauſe inſtead of expreſ- 
ſing the Obligation J lie under for your taking 
the trouble of this Letter, 1 ſhould be guilty of 
an unpardonable Rudeneſs to keep you any 
longer in this unhappy Place. I confeſs, an- 
ſwered the young Gentleman, that a Priſon 
is no agreeable Habitation ; yet, for my part, 1 
think where a Lady can ſupport it for Days and 
Nights without murmuring, it would be a 
terrible Reflection on a Man to be either really 
or even in Appearance uneaſy, were he'aQtually 
confined as you are; therefore, Madam, let 
me beg of you to read your Letter without Cere. 
mony, by which you'll fee that your Father 
has thought me worthy of his Confidence, with 
what regards you as well as himſelf, being 
perſuaded that as far as my weak Power goes, 
I will endeavour to ſerve you. I was glad he 
preſſed me to do a Thing ſo agreeable to me, 
and opening the Letter I read what follows : 


1iF 


made me 
: ved, and I aſked Pardon for my Behaviour, 
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hands. That wretch bed Woman, who "has, ow, 
brought me fo Run, had fo bewitched | mes. "that 
I auld have ſacrificed the whale, Forli to the 
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Mica Ea the young ( Gentleman run to my 
4 FE. laid upon the Bed, where, 

te. Help of ſome Cordials, which / Mirella 
take, my. 9987 Spirits were revi- 


8 


You have no Occaſion, Madam, faid the el- 


derly Gentleman, who had not till then opened 
e 3 his 


41 
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bis: Mouth, to make Excuſes for /whati-muſt 
rather augment than -diminif aur Eſteem ; 
ſince it preſents us with a noble and lively In- 
Nance of a tender and compaſſionate Heart, 
not able to ſupport the Thoughts of a Father 
in Diſtreſs : But, Sit, ſaid he, turning to the 
young Gentleman, as the Lady's preſent Con- 
dition requires Tranquility and Reſt, we ought 
not to importune her any longer at this Time, 
but take another Opportunity to receive her 
Commands. The young Gentleman did not 
at all ſeem to reliſh. this Propoſal. He threw 

a Glance at me, which ſeemed to beg my Al- 
af n a longer ſtay, but finding I was 
ſilent, he thus ſpoke, addreſſing bimſelf to 
me. Whatever Pleaſure I may have in your 
Company, Madam, I will always prefer what 
ma; be agreeable, or neceſſary for your Health, 
to my own Satisfaction; but before J retite, 
give me leave to tell you, that I am not igno—- 
rent of your Adventures, which, gave me a 
very bigh Opinion of your Merit. Before 1 
had the Honour to ſee you, added be, I was 
in loye with your Character, which, joined 
to a beautiful Form, muſt render you an Object 
chat every Man, who has any Notion of Virtue 
«nd Beauty, muſt admire. vou will ſee, con- 
tinued 


ow 3 
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tinued he: by that part df y 
which you have not as yet read, wat he was to ſet 
out for Genau in 1 Day or two after we leſt 
Venice, and to embarłk there for Mauſciiles. 1 
I am told it depends upem him to clear up the 
Affair for which you are defained' here; if four 


1 Health will permit you” to write to him,*TI'with 


take im hand to get your Letter "ſafely" fors 
warded to lim z und, with your Pernilifion, 


Iwill call to- morroty in the Aﬀternodn to re 


ceive ydur Commands. 1 ſhould" be" forty, 
Sir, anſwered I, to give” you the Trouble of 
coming here; but 1b you will be ſo godd as to 
let me know where you lodge, I will ſend the 
Letter; which is a Freedom that T hope my pte. 
ſent unhappy Situation will excuſe: I think the 
Tady'is in the right, ſaid the old Gentleman; for 
Viſits in ſuch à Place as this muſt” be trouble- 
ſome to fer. I ſhould be forry, reply'd the 


ottier, with a diſſatisfied Look, that my Vir- 
ſits here were troubleſome; and in that caſe, 


whatever Indlination T might have to pay her 
my Reſpects, I ſhould not attempt it. But 
pray, Sir, tell me Where can Company be ſo 


acceptable as in a Priſon, had it no other Ef- 


fect but diverting the Prifoner for a few Hours 
you the' — Thoughts of Confine- 


ment? 
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ment? ,Beſjdes, added hes 23.the Deſgn of my 


returning here to-morrow, is with an Inten- 
tion to ſerve. her, unleſs ſhe poſitiyely forbids 


me, I will come and receiye the Letter out of 


her own Hands. This Conteſt between the 


R Gentlemen made me , bluſh, and I Was at 


a, loſs to. what fide I ſhould incline. | If 
I favoured the young Man's Opinion, I did | 


not know what Conſtruction the old re: 
ſerved Gentleman (whom I took to be a fort 
of a Governor) might put. upon it: And, on 
the other band, I found ſomething within me 
that, ſtopt my Tongue from approving of the 


old Man's Propoſal. As I have not as yet read | 


the whole of my F ather's Letter, anſwered I, 
and may perhaps have Occaſion, to aſk a fow 


Qucilions about him, 1 accept, Sir, ſaid 1 to 
the young Gentleman, of another V iſit from 
you upon this Account ; ; and till then I ſhall | 
defer my Thanks for your Offers of Service, 


which are generous, and not to be refuſed by 
one in my Situation. Joy ſparkled in his Eyes; 
a Vermillion ſpread over his Cheek, and as. 1 


found mine glow, I fear'd my Colour but too 
much reſembled his, tho? L endeavoured all Jt 
could to conceal my Biuſhes, at leaſt from the ; 
old prying, Geutleman, whom I could obſerve 


carefully 
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: carefully examining his Friend's and my Looks; 


and I was under ſuch a Conſtraint, that when 


' they took their Leave, and retired, ny 


it a fort of a Deliverance. 


TE were 1 Wan got out of the Priſon, 


when the Maid came running up quite out of 
Breath, and holding a Quadruple in her Hand, 
ſee, Madam, cryed ſhe, what a Preſent the 


charming young Gentleman has made me up- 


on your Account: He aſked me if you was 
well entertained in the Priſon, and ſeveral 


other Queſtions, and at laſt flipt this into my 


Hand, deſiring me to take all poſſible Care of 
you, and this ſhould not be the laſt Acknow- 
ledgment he would make me? My God, what 
a ſweet Creature he is! 
the Woman be who gets him for a Huſband !— 
Indeed, Madam he loves you. 


How happy will 


What a 
pretty Couple would you two be. —.-—-0 


the charming little Babes that ſuch a Father 
and Mother would beget ! they would be per- 
fect Angels.- 


I did not know whither to 
be angry or laugh at this mad Wench's Rhapſo- 


dies, and J was glad to ſee that the Moment 
her flow of Words was over, ſhe made but one 


Step to the Door, and ran down the Stair as 
| faſt 
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faſt as ſhe had come up. When Mirelia 


and I were by our ſelves, well, my dear Friend, 
ſaid I, what do you think of this Viſit? Shall! 
I ſpeak my real Sentiments, anſwered ſhe ? to be 7 
ſure, ſaid I; what ſhould make you do other- F 
wiſe ? Well then Madam, replied ſhe, laugh- * 
ing, Iam far miſtaken if you have not this Day 
made a Conqueſt of this charming young Matt's 
Heart; his Looks more than his Words con- 
firm my Conjucture; and if it be not ſo, I am 
willing to paſs fora Fool and a Simpleton as I long 
as I live. You are not acquainted, ſaid I, with 
the Characters of Frenchmen ; Compliments 
from them on the Accompliſhmentsofa.Lady are 
-mere Words of courſe, and they laughat Wo- 
men who fancy they are ſerious. As they can- 
not entertain a Lady with - Philoſophy,” or 
Divinity, Love is the common Topick, and 
one who does not know their Manner would 
be apt to conclude, that their Hearts are racked 
and tortured; and the better to carry on the 
Farce the languiſhing Look is not wanting: _ 
This young Stranger, of whom you fancy Ihave 
| made a Conqueſt, had no Intention, either in 
his Looks or Expreſſions, but to ſhew his Wit 
and what the French call begatelles pour amuſer _ 
le tapis ; i.e. little trifling Chit-chat, by way of © 


Amuſement ; 
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my Father's Letter, which I took in my Hand 
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| Amuſement ; therefore, my dear Mirella, ba- 
1 nifh ſuch, whimſical Notions, and take it for. 
granted, that this young Gentleman has ſaid 
nothing to me, but vvhat he ſays every time he 


happens to be in a Womans Company whom 
he muſt entertain; beſides, is it not a ridiculous 
Thing to imagine, that a Man of his Eigure 
ſhould have any Sentiments but thoſe of Com- 
paſſion for a poor Girl confined in a. Jail as a 
Thief? Vou allow then Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
that he may be touched with Compaſſion; 
from that to Love, where there is ſuch an Ob- 


ject as Miſs Tencin, the Diſtance, is but ſmall ; 


and were I not afraid of offending you by my 
Obſtinacy, I would tell you that, notwith- 


ſanding what you have ſaid about the Cuſtoms 


of Frenchmen, this young Spark has ſaid 
nothing but what directly flows from the 
Heart; and I will be hanged if by this Time 
he has not left far enough behind him the 
Territories of Compaſſion, and is now fairly 
embarked on the Sea of Love. You are a 
whimfical Creature, faid I, laughing at her 
fantaſtical Simile. But IJ have been too 
Jong diverted from reading what remained of 


3 and 
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and began at the Words, where I had left of; 
and Here is what remained to be read. T hope 1 
all i firmer Barbarities will be forgot, upon © 
the Affrance that the remaining part of my Life 
All Ee yu real Tyfinanics of my Serrow, | 
my Endeavours to render you and my dear little Flora 
.I make no donbt but my Wife's Cr | 
detors will Jeize on any Effetts of mine they can , 
lay their Hands an at Naples; but that I don't 8 
much mind, provided J can ſecure what I baue in 
other Parts, and particularly in France, where 
2 Bulk of my Foriune lies in the Hands of my 

orreſpondents, and where I intend to ge with 
4 Expedition, by the May of Genoa, as the 
moſt convenient Place of Embarkation for Mar- 
ſeilles; from which Place you ſhall hear from me 1 
A very ſoon after my Arrival. | The young Gentle- © 
i | man, who is ſo good as to be the Bearer of this Y 
1 Letter, is the Marquis de Noailles, eldeſt Son 
1 to the Duke of Noailles, who is making the Tour 
of Italy, accompanied by a Friend of the Duke's 
as a Companion, and, who, by his thorough 
1 Knowledge of the World and great Prudence, 
v is @ very proper Perſon to be about a young No- 
= bleman, They are informed of every Circumſtance + 
of my Cruelty, and of your noble Behaviour ; 
be young Marquis was ſo taken with your Cha- 
P racer, 


8 
e 


F rafter, that he gave me 4 thouſand Thanks for 
1 affording him an Opportunity ＋ being aequainted 
F with you ; and 1 am perſu aded both he and Cale- 
nel Mandeville (the 2 's Nome who is 
2 with him) will be ready to dp you what & ervice 
lies in their Power, their Purſe not excepted, i 
I you ſhould want Money, which I believe muſt be 
4 your Caſe, and therefore I would not have — 
mate any Ceremony if they ſhould make an Offer, 
4 as Iwill take care to reimburſe what you receive 

© from them. T ſhall add mo more, my deareft 
1 1 Child, but that T ſhall not be eaſy till I hear from 
yu, and bave Aſſurances that you wiil not only 
= forgive but forget my Cruelties, of which I now. 
* repent from the Bottom of my Heart, and aſſure 
you that while I am in this World, my only Study 
5 hall be your and my dear little Flora's Happineſs, 75 
2 whom I recommend to your Care and Direction i in 
2 the Abſente of ber and your Mectienate * um- 
a ae, 


— 
- * 
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TExeix. 


Ir would be difficult td deſcribe the tender 


5 133 of my Heart, on reading ſuch a Let- | 


ter as this; the Joy of being reſtored to Fa- 


X | vour » any my former Conduct, which had 


Vor. * _ plunged 
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plunged me into Diſgrace, not only approved 


of, but a Father become a Supplicant, filled 
my Breaſt with ſuch ſwelling Raptures, that I 
muſt have ſunk under the pleaſing Torture, 
had it not found a Paſſage to my Eyes, and 


been carried off in a Stream of Tears. What 


friendly Sluices, my dear Mirella, ſaid J, are 
Women' s Eyes in Exceſs of Pain or Pleaſure, 
and how wiſely has the Author of Nature 
made the very Foibles to which the female 
Species is ſubjected, the Means of their Pre- 
ſervation, in Caſes where the Men have in 
vain Recourſe to Reaſon and Reſolution; and 
I cannot but think that our Advantage in this 
Article, makes amends for many other Incon- 
veniences to which our Sex is, by Nature, ſub- 
jected. | Till now, I muſt own, I thought 
Men, both as to Body and Mind, by much 
the happieſt of the human Species, and often 
regretted my being of the inferior and wretched 
Claſs ; but when I confider that their Paſſions are 
ſtronger than ours, and that they have no other 


Remedy, but the weak Efforts of Reaſon, to 


caſe the tortured Heart, who would be that 


" wretched Creature Man? Let him glory in the 


| Superiority of his Underſtanding, let him boaſt 


of his extenſive Knowledge, but let him till 
remember, 


4 he "© n ane % $i --. 
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remember, as a Drawback on his pride and 
imaginary happy State, that in the very Dit 


temper, to which every Individual of his Sex 


as well as ours is liable, when Reaſon fails, his 
only Cure is Death, whereas we find our Re- 


medy by the gentle means of a few ſoft flowing 


Tears. In the Variety of Advantages peculiar 


to each of the different Sexes, by which they 
are prevented from . envying one another's 
Happineſs, or from looking on their own 
State, as the moſt-wretched of the two, we 


plainly ſee the wiſe Diſpoſition of the great Ar- 


tificer : Thus: Men think all the Fatigues and 


Dangers, to which they are expoſed, nothing 


when compared with the Hardſhips, to which 
our Sex is liable in the Propagation and Care of 
Children in. their Infancy ; ; and therefore they 
feel a ſecret Joy in their being of a Sex that 


cannot be expoſed to ſuch Miſeries: : but if it 
be true, that in their higheſt Enjoyments they 


taſte no Pleaſures equal to that of a Woman 
when ſhe brings a Child ta the World, ſo. ex- 
quiſite that ſhe forgets not only what ſhe ſuffer- 
ed in its Birth, but goes chearfully thro? 


the Drudgery of bringin ing it up; in that caſe, 


me is far from being that wretched Creature 


which Men imagine. her to be, as her Suflering 


I 2 


2 
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is highly recompenſed by a ſubſequent Pleaſurs, 
ſo delightful, fo raviſhing, that ſhe would not 
heſitate to purchaſe it at the Expence of far 
greater Hardſhips than what ſhe undergoes ; 
ſo that if the Account of Pain and Pleaſure, | 
with Regard to the Sex, be fairly ſtated in their 
U full Extents, the Ballance will be ſo great on 
1 Pleaſure's Side, . that to be deprived of it 

1 would be a far greater Miſery than all the | 
f Pain that uſhers it in, and is productiye of itz 
3 conſequently, Men fooliſhly exult on being ex 
1 empted from Sufferings which at firſt View 

| may appear terrible ; but let them take al- 
i, | cond Look, and throw their Eyes on the happy 3 
'Y Conſequences, and all the Woman' 8 Miſery; as ö 
well as their own ier Heppiood muſt 


f vaniſh, 
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Bur ſhould we now ſhift a and 
bring that high conceited feature Man upon 
the Stage, ſhall we not find, by a ſtrict Exami- 
nation, that he is rather the Object of our Pity 
than Envy ? W hat are his higheſt | Enjoy- F 
ments 1 — 1 like Lightening: Flaſhes that dazzle 
and are gone? How many, Things conſpire 
to render him miſerable ? How few to make 
[If him happy ? Are not his Pafſions ungovern-. 
| able ? 
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| able? His Deſires unlimited? Ts his whole 


Life other than a Circle of Cares ard Croſſes ? 
And, in fine, is not this very Life ſurrounded 
with Dangers from without, and undermined 
by Enemies within? Unthinking Creature ! 
But happy Error that deludes him into a Fond- 
neſs of his wretched State, and makes him look 
upon us as the unhappy Part of the human Spe- 
cies, upon Account of the very thing which con- 
ſtitutes our greateſt Felicity: This ſelf· contented- 
neſs, or, perhaps more properly ſpeaking, this mu- 
tual Blindneſs in the different Sexes of the Mi- 
ſeries of their own State, and their Ignorance of 
the Advantages or Comforts of the other's, is 
the Work, no doubt, of infinite Wiſdom and 
divine Economy. Hence the different Sexes, 
from a mutual Pity, are excited to Tenderneſs 
and Complacency, and this, for ought I know, 


is the ſtrongeſt, if not the only, Motive of that 


Sympathy of Ar which we call Love. 


Bl Ess me, Madam, ery'd Mirells, how you 
ſurpriſe me with this, I don't know whether to 
call it philoſophical, or theological Diſcourſe! My 
Notion till now was, that as H eaven had be- 
ſtowed on Man a ſuperiot Underſtanding to ours, 


and hel him Lord and Governor of all 


3. "= the 
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cqurſe, be looked upon by us Women as the 
Favourite of the Creator, and conſequently a 
happier Creature than thoſe of our Species; 
but ſince you think otherwiſe, and make ap- 
pear, by very plauſible Arguments, that what I 
thought a Curſe entailed upon us, turns out to 
be our chief Happiness, I ſhall think better of 
my Sex than ever I did before, and rather pity 
than envy Man, who is as much miſtaken in his 
own Happineſs as in our Miſery; but, added 
ſhe, fince this is the Cafe, what ſhould make 
us ſo very apprehenſive of Child- bearing? This 
being according to your - Hypotheſis the very 
thing that conſtitutes our Happineſs. - 


Tas Queſtion of yours; Mirella, anſwer'd I, 
cannot be rightly ſolved, without dipping into 


the ideal Syſtem, and by inquiring into the 


Cauſe.why the Ideas of Pain and Pleaſure, equal- 


ly diſtant, make different Impreſſions upon the 


Mind. Iam not fo well verſed in Metaphy- 
ficks as to be able to clear, up this Point, and 
therefore I ſhall reſtrict myſelf to this obvious 
Obſervation, vez. In the Cafe of Child - bearing, 
the firſt Idea is that of Pain; and the ſecand; 
which | is that of ä being at a greater 

Diſ⸗ 


the living Creatures on Earth, he muſt, of 
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i Pleaſure-tho' they may of the other, particularly 
if they have ſeen Women go thro! that painful 
Operation; but I am perfuaded that to thoſe 

vrho have experienced the Pleaſure ariſing from 
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| Diſtance and ſtriking but faintly"on'our _— 


nation, hats not- Force 6" diſpel. n 


dee lese Pan prevail ith Women who, for 


the Birth of Children, the firft Idea r 
abſorbed in the ſecond of Nee 70 


FJ 


„Ane our Converſation was ripen 1 


ths Arrival of the Maid to lay the Cloth for 


Dinner, which was no ſooner over than 1 


wrote a long Letter to my Father, acquaint- 


ing bim with my Misfortune, and begging 
that he would do what was neceflary, on his 
Part, towards my Juſtification, which could not 
be effected but by producing his Contract of 
Marriage, and by his certifying, in a proper 


Manner, that the Jewels mentioned in it were 


beſtowed on me by my Mother, and to which 
neither he nor his ſecond Wife could pretend 


any Property; concluding, that nothing could 


make me fo happy ts the pleaſing Thoughts of 
n n 10 4 
Tno' 
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Tro? I did not expect a Viſit from the 
Marquis de Noailles till next Day, yet as I was 
idle, and had no Company after Dinner, I em- 
ployed myſelf. in writing this Letter, that it 
might be ready when * for, which hap- 
pened ſooner than I imagined ; for it was ſcarce 
finiſhed when the Maid came up and told me, 
that the young Gentleman's Valet de Chambre 
was come to deliver a Meſlage from his'Maſter ; 
and when I aſked him if I might know his 

Buſineſs, he anſwered that his Maſter had or- 
dered him to deliver his Meſſage to none but 
the Lady herſelf. I did not expect, ſaid I, to 
hear from the Gentleman till to-morrow, but 

* his Servant is below, and inſiſts on ſeeing 
vou may conduct him to my Room, 
which ſhe did, and then retired, W 


My Maſter, W the V Valet, (a gen- 
teel young Fellow and very well dreſſed) or- 
dered me to bring you this Letter, and what. 
you'l ſee is mentioned in it. I took the Letter 


which contained what follows.” 
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N obedience to your Father s Order I 7 ſei 

you by the Bearer a hundred Spaniſh Piffoles, 
for which I have drawn a Bill on him to the 
Banker who gave me the Money. The IWretches 
under whoſe Potber you NOW are muſt be bribed 
into Reſpect, and this is the Reaſon why I ſent 
this Money the Miment I received it; and as 
I think no Time ought to be loft in aeguainting 
your Father with what has happened, if you * 
take the Trouble 10 write and | give your Letter to 
my Servant, J will take care to have it forward- 
ed in ſo expeditious a manner, that I hope you 
will ſoon have an Anſwer, I ſhall not pretend to 
tell yu, Madam, that your Misfortune ſmks 
much deeper in my Heart than you can imagine; 
Aſſurances of. this kind, particularly from @ - 
Frenchman; gait liteli Credit , from the prevail- 
ing Notion of our Want of Sincerity, and of” our 
efleeming it a Piece of neceſſary Gallantry, in a 
polite Man, to profe eſs the greateft Reſpect for a 
Lady, about whom in reality he is very indifferent: 
This, I ewn, is a Pailing to which, I am afraid, 
too many of my Countrymen are addicted; but 1 


| hope Time will ſhew you that I am an Exception 


from 
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from that general Rule, and that I am very ſin- 


cere when I beg leave to aſſure you Wn the _ 4m 
 Rejpe eur which 1 am, * 


M adam, 
Your moſt obedient 
| bib Servant, 


The Marquis de Noailles. 


War I had read this Letter, I deſired the 
Servant to give my Service to his Maſter, and 
to tell him I thanked him for his civil and kind 
Offers, but as I had no Occaſion for the Mo- 
ney he had ſent, he muſt excuſe me from ac- 
cepting of it now, and that I begged he would 
prevent his Banker's ſending, any Bill upon my 
Father, at leaſt, for Money to me ; but, ad- 


_ ded I, asheis fo good to offer his Service in 


forwarding a Letter to my Father, I ſhall, with- 
out any Ceremony give him that Trouble, not 
- imagining then (as I knew afterwards) that he 


was to fend it by an Expreſs to Genoa to his 


Banker there, with Orders, if my Father was 


gone for France, to hire a Felucca for Mar- 
ſeilles 


 Noailles and Tencin. 47 


2 for tranſporting the Meſſenger thither, - 


and for bringing him back to Genoa, in caſe 


7 there was no Opportunity of a Veſſel ſpeedily 


3 3 
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going. I knew nothing of all this, till a con- 


ſiderable Time after I was ſet at liberty; and 
as little did I know that he had cauſed a 
Lawyer to draw out particular Directions to 
my Father upon the Nature and Form of the 
Declaration he was to make upon Oath duly 
atteſted, ſo as that it might, be W * the 
Tu here. | | 


| Har Tin the leaſt fuſpeAted that my Affairs 


were to coſt him ſo much Trouble and Ex- 


pence, however deſixous I was of Liberty, I 
hardly ſhould have conſented to ſuch Steps as 
theſe, but, inſtead of giving him my Letter, 
would have-ſent it in the common Way; but 
as I could not penetrate into his Intentions, I 


gave it to his Servant, who carried it to his 
Maſter, and in lefs than an Hour, the Perſon 


whom he employed as an Expreſs ſet out, 


and was to ride Night and r- till he arrived | 
at Genoa, | HY | 


Nxxr Day . Dinner I had a Viſie fm 


the 2 without the other Gentleman, and 


after 


2 
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Money which I had Orders from your Father 
to get for yau, believing perhaps that your ac- 
cepting of it laid you under an Obligation to 
me; but I have no other Merit in the thing, 
tkan the receiving and ſending it by my Servant 
which cannot be called an Obligation, but ra- 
ther an Oficiouſneſs in me, for which I now 
beg Pardon. You have no Occaſion, Sir, an- 


| ſwered I, to make any Apology for what you 


did with a View, no doubt, to oblige an un- 
happy Priſoner, whom you perhaps imagined 
to be in great Want of Money ; but as that 
is not the Caſe, why ſhould I make Demands 
upon my Father, who will, no doubt, as 
ſoon as he can conveniently, ſupply me with 
what I want ? However, I return you thanks 
for your kind Intentions.” I am more felfiſh, 
Madam, - ſaid he, in what I did than you ima- 


gine, and you'll ſee how little I deſerve your 


Thanks, when I plainly tell you, that any Ser- 
tended to gratify myſelf than you ; and on my 
part, ſaid I ſmiling at this odd Compliment, 
if I reap the Benefit of Services, not to be be- 


hind-hand with you in Selfiſhneſs, I will not 
trouble 


„ 
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trouble myſelf much about the Motive. Tho? 
ing with reſpect to Selfiſhneſs, yet I am apt to 
think they are not intirely of a Piece; ſor mine 
proceeds from the Intereſt which my Heart 


takes in what concerns you; and therefore as 


its Satisfaction or Miſery depends upon the Si- 
tuation of the Object of its Deſires, vour Hap- 
pineſs and the Felicity of my Heart ſeem to 
be ſo cloſely linked together, that the latter 
cannot ſubſiſt without the former; ſo that in 
ſtudying the Intereſt of my Heart, which can- 


not think itſelf happy unleſs you are fo too, I 


am very different from you, who only conſider 
your own Advantage in the Service you re- 
ceive, without any Regard to the Perſon from 
whom it comes, or to the Motive of it. 


As I plainly enough ſaw what he intended 


by this round -· about Preamble, I reſolved to 


change the Diſcourſe, and with that View be- 
gan to alk him ſome Queſtions about my Father, 
and while we were talking about him two La- 


dies arrived, ſo that he had NO Opportunity of: 
renewing the Converſation we were firſt ufſon. 
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Ir there be ſuch a thing as a happy Priſoner 
you are the Perſon, Miſs, ſaid one of the La- 
dies; for the People in general are fo violently 
againſt your Mother-in-law, that I believe the 
Tudges will be obliged at laſt to have her ar- 
reſted for their own Safety. Indeed, ſaid the 
other Lady, it is a ſhame that ſhe ſhould not 
be confined rather than her Daughter, for as 
ſhe allows that Miſs Tencin's Virtue was Proof 
againſt all the Governor's Attempts and Offers, 
it is impoſſible to conceive that a Perſon of ſo 
virtuous and honourable Sentiments ſhould be 
guilty of the Crime which ſhe lays to her 
Charge ; beſides, I have been told that there's a 
Servant-Maid in the Judge's Houſe, that inter- 
rogates Miſs Tencin, who declares that ſhe was 
preſent when her Mother, upon her Death-bed, 
gave her Daughter a little Box, in which ſhe ſaid 
was a Diamond Necklace, Ear-rings and ſeveral 
Rings; and I was aſſured, added ſhe, by the 
Prioreſs of the Ur/ulize Nuns, and by Madam 
i Allin, the other day, that they had often 
ſeen Miſs Tencin at their Convent with the Dia- 
mond Necklace about her Neck, and that ſhe 
had told them long before her Father's Mar- 
riage with Madam Maricalta, that her Mother, 


by 


Noailles and Tencin. 1 
by her F ather's Conſent and Approbation, had 
before ſhe died given her all her Jewels; ſo 


that having ſo many of her own, tis very un- 
likely that ſhe would have diſgraced herſelf, ai- 


ter ſo many noble Proofs of her Virtue, by 


ſtealing her Mother-in-law's Jewels, who, 
ſince ſhe was capable of mortgaging her Join- 
ture for Money to ſerve her Pleaſures and 
Gaming, would not, I dare ſay, have ſpared 
her Jewels when ſhe was preſſed by Creditors, 
which, I am told, was often her Caſe ; and I 
cannot but conclude her mad or infatuated to 
think of ſuch a fooliſh Project of Revenge as 
this, againſt a Perſon of Miſs Tencin's Reputa- 
tion in the World, which has acquired ker fo 
many Friends, that the Judges, tho' they 
were more than they are in Madam Marica!ta's 
Intereſt, would not venture to precipitate ſuch 
an Affair as this; and I believe there is not one 
of them who is not perſuaded that Miſs Tencin 


is falfly accuſed ; ſo that were I of Madam 


Maricalta's Cabinet Council, I would adviſe 
her to drop the Profecution, and to follow 
her Huſband. It would not, I preſume, Ma- 
dam, faid the Marquis, be her Inte:e* to 
take the laſt Part of your Advice, for T believe 
ſhe would meet with a very cold Recop*on 


E 2 trom 
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from him, if he has not changed his Sentiments 
ſince [ faw him at ice; and I fancy, Madam, 
added he, turning to me, that the Letter 1 
delivered you from him will bring you to be of 
my Opinion. If that be the Caſe, cried the 
Lady, I give up my Poſt as Adviſer, You 
ſhall yourſelf, Madam, ſaid I, judge of my 
Father's Sentiments with Reſpect to her, if you 
will take the Trouble of reading this Letter, 
which ſhe took out of my Hand and read a- 
loud. The whole Company ſeemed to be very 
much affected with it, and agreed that Madam 
Maricalta had nothing to expect from that 


Quarter. 


Tr1s Letter, ſaid the Marquis gives me an 
Opportunity of appealing to you, Ladies, upon 
a little Diſpute betwixt Miſs Tencin and me. 1 
had Orders from her Father to let her have ſome 
Money, and he himſelf mentions it in this 
Letter ; however when I ſent her a hundred 
Piſtoles this Morning, ſhe would by no means 
accept of it, pretending ſhe had no Occaſion 
for it; row I beg, Miſs, added he turning to 
me, that you'll agree to the Deciſion of theſe 
two Ladies, whoſe Judgment I will willingly 
ſubmit to, I will with all my eart, faid I, 
= os 


3 
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be determined by ſuch Judges, after T have 
given the Reaſons of my refuſing the Money, 
which perhaps may induce them to approve of 
my Conduct. In the firſt Place, added I, I 
have Money enough to ſubſiſt me here; and, 
in the next Place, till I know that my Father 
is not only arrived at Marſeilles, but in a Con- 
dition to let me have, without putting himſelf 
to any Inconvenience, what Money I may 
want, it would, I think, be very indiſcreet in 
me to make any Demands, particularly in the 
Way of drawing Bills on him. Theſe are 
my Reaſons, Ladies, for refuſing this Gentle- 
man's kind Offer, which I ſubmit to your bet- 
ter Judgment. The Ladies, after a mature Delibe- 
ration upon this weighty Affair, agreed, that I 
had ated with Prudence and Diicretion. 


Ir would be the higheſt Preſumption it in me, 
ſaid the Marquis, to appeal from this Sentence 
by which I am condemned, and I will rather 
acknowledge my miſtaken Notion of the Caſe; 
than call in queſtion the Juſtice of the De- 
ciſion; but added he ſmiling, tho? I am now 
caſt, I hope e'er long ſhe will have ker Father's 
Commands to accept of what ſhe now rejects. 
In that Caſe, ſaid I, it would be as much out 


of the way to refuſe, as it would have been to 
— have 
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have accepted now of your Offer but I be- 


lieve, Sir, continued I, you'll receive no ſuch 
Trouble from my Father, becauſe he can order 
ſome of his Friends to let me have what he 
thinks proper, without employing a Man of 


your Quality, and a Stranger too, in Negoci- 


ations of this kind; beſides, as I was in a very 
gocd Way of living, by the Generoſity of the 
Ladies, in giving my Friend and me more Work 
than we could well do, before this unhappy Affair 
happened, I don't doubt that when I get out 
of this Place, they will ſtill continue their 
Goodneſs, and in that Caſe J can do very well 
for my ſelf without being troubleſome to my 
Father. 


Your Project, Madam, ſaid the Marquis, 
is higtiy commendable; but if I am not much 
- miſtaken you will move in a higher Sphere of 
Life than what you propoſe to yourſelf ; at 
leaſt, if it happens otherwiſe, I will be more 
_ perſuaded, than I ever was, of the Blindneſs of 
Fortune, and of her beſtowing her Favours 
more from Caprice, than from a due Conſide- 
ration of Merit; otherwiſe I am certain Miſs 
Tencin, with thoſe Accompliſhments of Mind 
and Body which the World muſt allow her, 
ought to be very high in Fortune's Favour. 

O! 
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O! Sir, (cried J, let me beg of vou to ſtop © 
this Flow of Compliment Which is loſt upon 
me, and inſtead of making me vain, as you 

perhaps may imagine and intend it, I am ſorry 
to think you have ſo mean an Opinion of me, 

as to fancy I can be pleaſed with Encomiums 
to which a poor Girl like me can have no Ti- 
tle, and ought to look upon as downright' 


Banter; as for your Opinion about the Con- 


duct of Fortune, it is a Language quite new 
to me : I look upon our Situations in Life not 


to be the Work of blind Fortune or Chance; 


but according to the Decrees of Providence, 
and am fully perſuaded, that the Afflictions we 
meet with are for wiſe and good Ends. I am 
lorry, Madam, replied he, to find that your 


| Delicacy cannot bear to be told the real Senti- 


ments of my Heart, or rather I am concerned 
that I did not expreſs them in a manner leſs 
ſhocking; but ſince I find that to pleaſe you 
I muſt diſpleaſe myſelf, and take care not to be- 
ſtow any Praiſes on what I think fo praiſe- wor- 
thy, you will, I hope, fee in this Reſtraint, to 
which I condemn myſelf, that if T gave Liberties . 
to my Tongue to utter, without Reſerve, what 
my real Opinion was of your Accompliſhments, 


Iwill for the future impoſe vilence on it, and 


make it my ſtudy rather to conceal the Impreſ- 
{ion 
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ſion they have made upon my Heart, than to 
incur your Diſpleaſure by declaring how much 


I am charmed with them; but as of all Things 


I abhor moſt the CharaQter of Flatterer, or to 
be looked upon as a Libertine, who thinks it a 
Piece of Gallantry to ſpeak what he does not 
think, I would beg of you, Madam, not to 
rank me, from what I have faid, in that deſ- 
picable Claſs of Mortals, but to be perſuaded 
that in rendering Juſtice to your Merit, J on- 
ly expreſſed what I really thought; and this J 


hope, with an Aſſurance of a more reſerved 


Behaviour for the time to come, will be an 
Attonement for my Offence. I cannot ſee, 
faid one of the Ladies, how it can be, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, an Offence to tell Truth ; the only 
Inconvenience that can attend it, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, is the putting Miſs Tencin to the 
Bluſh upon two Accounts; firſt, her own 
Modeſty, which cannot bear to have her Me- 
rit put in its proper Light; and next, the 
ſtrong Impreſſion it has made upon this Gentle- 
man's Heart, and which he has expreſſed in ſo 
warm a Manner, that I think Miſs Tencin 
muſt conclude, as I do, that her Charms, if 
t hey have not already, are in a fair way of 
making a Conqueſt, No, no, Madam, cried 
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I interrupting her, the, laſt Part of your Opi- 
nion has no Share in the Motive of my Con- 
fuſion ; nor am I ſo mad as to harbour any ſuch 
wild Notion, that a young Nobleman, the Re- 
preſentative of one of the firſt Peers in France, 
can have any Sentiments for a poor unfortu- 
nate Girl, but what flow from Compaſſion; 
and if he has ſaid ſome civil Things, they muſt 
either proceed from that Motive, or with a 
View to divert himſelf in this melancholy 
Place. I muſt not pretend, Madam, ſaid he 
to me, to be a Judge of your and that Lady's 
Diſpute, but fo far I can with Sincerity pro- 
teſt, that I think no Peer or Peer's Son in the 
World guilty of any Meanneſs in yielding, up 
his Heart a Conqueſt to one of Miſs Tencin's 
Charms; and if mine ever happen to be made 
a Captive, I will glory rather than be aſham'd 
of my Slavery: But remember, Madam, faid 
he, that if what I have now ſaid be a Breach 
of the Reſerve to which I had engaged myſelf, 
it is owing to the abſolute Neceſſity I was under 
of declaring my Sentiments upon the Diſpute 
betwixt this Lady and you; but to prevent any 
more Tranſgreſſions of this kind, I muſt de- 


prive myſelf of the Pleaſure of this agreeable 
Com- 
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Company, and by that means put it out of my 
power to offend you by a Sincerity, from 
which I think it baſe and unworthy in a Man 
of Honour to deviate ; he then roſe from his 
Chair, made a Bow to the Company, and 
walked off; and glad I was that the two La- 
dies, who, no doubt, thought the Converſa- 
tion would become dull and languid after he 
was gone, followed his Example, and left me 
to reflect on what had paſſed. 


FROM this fatal Day may I date the Com- 
mencement of an unrcaſonable and unhappy 
Attachment, which muſt conduct me to my 
Grave. I found indeed from the firſt Moment 
I ſaw the Marquis de Mailles ſome extraordi- 
- nary Emotions of Heart, of which I was very 
far from knowing the Cauſe ; and tho? every 
time he appeared I found m ſelf as it were ele- 
vated, and an extraordinary Flow of Spirits, 
yet I had no Notion that the malicious God 
of Love had refolved to add me to the Number 
of his Slaves, and that Providence was now to 
put my Virtue to a far greater Tryal than it 
had ever hitherto undergone ; for Vice is ſuch 
a deformed thing, that a Mind not quite de- 
praved will eaſily baffle all its Attacks. Hitherto 

my 
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. ? my Virtue had been aſſaulted by a Perſon who 
dd not ſo much as pretend to diſguiſe his crimi- 


1 4 4 
5 
1 


nal Deſires, and thus unmaſked he was no dan- 


gerous Enemy; but the Caſe is quite diffe- 
rent now: A young Nobleman, amiable in his 


Perſon, ſeemingly fond of my Character and 
Perſon, and, which is the moſt unlucky Cir- 
cumſtance of all, from whom my Heart, in 
ſpite of Reaſon, owns a fatal Prepoſſeſſion, is 
a dangerous Enemy, if Vice lies hid under a 
virtuous Outfide; but I hope the ſame Provi- 
dence that has hitherto. ſo miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved me, will ſtill continue its bountiful Pro- 
tection, and enable me to withſtand all the Ene- 


mies of my Virtue, however diſguiſed. Should 


it happen, thought I within myſelf, that this 


young Nobleman's Heart was actually touched, 


What would be the Conſequence? Very pro- 
bably this; that while he was here and had an 
Opportunity of ſeeing what pleaſed him, he 
would continue fond of the Object; but is it 
to be imagined that an Attachment ſo diſpro- 
portioned in every reſpect can be of any Dura- 
tion? And tho' it ſhould happen that he, 
from the Inconſiderateneſs of Youth, made 
light of all the reaſonable Obſtacles to ſuch an 
Amour, can I with Honour contribute to the 

Pro- 
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Progreſs of a Paſſion, which neither can, nor 
ought to be encouraged ? No, no, it never 
ſhall be ſaid that I have laid a Bait to catch the 
Duke of Noailles's Son; he ſhall know, if he 
ever declares himſelf my Lover, that I will ſa- 
ctifice both his Heart and my own, rather than 
give the World or his Family an Opportunity 
of blaming my Conduct. I had no ſooner fix- 
ed on this Reſolution, than I found myſelf re- 
lieved, in a manner, of a terrible Intricacy; 
and tho my Heart was far from being eaſy, 
yet as my Reaſon convinced me of its Fo olly and 
Error, I had no Nr to its Repreſen- 
tations. 


Ar rrx I had got out of my thoughtful Fit, 
my dear Mirella, ſaid I, you will be ſtrangely 
ſurpriſed when 1 tell you the Subject of my Me- 


ditations, fince the Company ſeft us; but as 1 


know no Perſon on Earth in whom I can 
place more Confidence than in you, I am re- 
ſolved not to conceal my moſt ſecret Thoughts 
from you, tho' the Diſcovery muſt make me 
bluſh. Know then, my dear Friend, that my 
weak Heart is become ſenſible of the Merit of 
this young Nobleman, and will, I fear, perſiſt 
in its fooliſh Attachment, notwithſtanding the 
inſu- 
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inſuperable Obſtacles to what it deſires, which 
my Reaſon tells me is ſo abſurd, ſo ridiculous, 
that I am reſolved to reſiſt all its Motions, 
and to cruſh all its extravagant Hopes and 


Wiſhes. By this Time, Madam, I ſuppoſe, 


ſaid Mirella, you will allow that I had a Sort of 


prophetic Spirit, when TI foretold that this 


young Gentleman would make no long Stay 
in the Territories of Compaſſion. I cannot 
ſay, anſwered I, but that he expreſſes a Con- 


cern about me which ſeems to imply ſomething 


more than bare Compaſſion; but alas! my 
dear Friend, tho' the Sentiments of his Heart 
ſhould be of a more lively Nature than what 
Pity produces, and tho' I were even to flatter 
myſelf=that they were ſuch as Love inſpires, 
what Advantage will it be to me to find that the 
Man, ' who has made a Conqueſt of my Heart, 
does not deſpiſe the Preſent. I have made him 
of it? Nay farther, ſuppoſe he ſhould have the 


ſame Sentiments for me, that I unhappily feel 
for him, what can be expected from ſuch an 


Attachment, if it ſhould become ſerious, but 
Diſappointments and - Perſecution, ? For which 
Reaſon, I am reſolved to confine my own 
weak and + fooliſh Heart within the Limit 
which Reaſon ſhall ſet to it, and to diane 
Vol. II. F him 
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him by an affeQed Indifference, ſhould he make 
any Attempt in the Way of Love ; but whe- 
ther he does or does not, I look upon myſelf as 
the moſt unhappy Creature living, becauſe nei- 
ther Time nor Abſence will be able to reſtore 
that Tranquillity which 1 enjoy'd before I faw 
this young Nobleman ; and I now find that it is 
my Fate no ſooner to be extricated out of one 


Trouble, than I am plunged into a greater : 
Itis the Will of Heaven, -and I ſubmit. You are 


too apt, in my humble opinion, Madam, faid 


Hirella, to repreſent Things on the worſt 
Side. Is it ſuch a monſtrous thing as you ima- 


gine, to ſee a Duke's Son the Huſband of a 


private Gentleman's Daughter, who is poſſeſſed 
of ſuch Accompliſhments as ought to intitle her 
not only to a Peer of France, but to a Prince 
of the Blood ? And have there not been, in 
all Countries and in all Ages, Inſtances of Alli. 
ances more diſproportioned than this ? Befides, 
has not the Gentleman himſelf declared that 
he would rather think it an Honour to be 
your Slave than otherwiſe ? Why ſhould you 
then be ſo induſtrious to torment yourſelf with 
unreaſonable Delicacies, and imaginary. Fears of 
Diſappointments and Perſecutions which will, 
I hope, never hann on? Ifyour Union be decreed 
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by Heaven, all the Powers on Earth will not be 
able to prevent it; and in the Uncertainty that 
you muſt be under of what is to happen, or what 
Providence has determined, is it not a fort of 
Preſumption to pretend to reſiſt and reject the 
Addreſſes of a Man, whom the ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the World and of every living Creature 
in it has perhaps thrown in your way as a 
Recompence of your Virtue? If you will but 
ſeriouſly weigh theſe Hints, and add to them 
what muſt occur to one of your extenſive 
Knowledge, I am hopeful you will drop your 
rigorous Scheme of oppreſſing your own Heart, 
and uſing a deſerving Lover with Barbarity, for 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe Fortune has 
placed him in a Rank which you think ſuperior 
to yours; but let Fools who are intoxicated 
with imaginary Grandeur, look down upon 
the inferior Claſſes with Contempt, and boaſt 
as much as they pleaſe of a long Race perhaps 
of worthleſs Anceſtors, true Nobility is no 
where to be found but in real Merit and Virtue, 
at leaſt in the Opinion of the diſcreet and 
thinking Part of Mankind ; for which Reaſon 
I conclude that Miſs Tencin may, without the 
Imputation of being called too aſpiring or am- 
2 1 Ziioaty, 


64 The ADVENTURES of 


bitious, think herſelf ſufficiently qualified te 
aſſume che Rank of Dutcheſs. 


How apt are we to concur in Attempts made 


to remove what obſtructs our Happineſs, and 


what Force have Arguments that tend to favour 
any Scheme which flatters our Hopes and 
Wiſhes. Mirella's Remarks got the better 
of my Scruples, and gave me fo different a 

Notion from what I had at firſt conceived, 
that I was reſolved to act at leaſt with Prudence, 


and leave the reſt to Providence; I mean 1 


was determined not abſolutely to reject the 


Offer of the Marguis's Heart, in cafe he ſhould 


make it in an honourable Way, nor, on the 
other Hand, to come under Engagements but 
with this Reſerve, that when they claſhed 
with his or my own Reputation they ſhould be 
no longer binding. Thus prepared, I thought 
I might ſafely lift myſelf under Cupid's Banner, 
little dreaming what a tempeſtuous Sea I was 
embarking upon, and to what terrible Miſeries 
my poor Heart ſhould be expoſed, in keeping 
up to the Reſolution which J had laid down as 
the Rule of my Conduct. Had I but foreſeen 
the one half of the Diſaſters that lay before 
me, I ſhould, no doubt, have cruſhed my 

Paſſion 
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Paſſion i in its Infancy, and felt no boch Pains i in 
chat early Sacrifice, as I have ſince undergone ; 
and tho with regard to Mankind in general 


(if they are neceflitated to act their Parts in 
Life as they are laid down in the Books of 


Fate) their Ignorance of future Events. is of- 
tener their Happineſs than otherwiſe ; yet had 
I known what ſevere Tryals I. was to meet 
with, tho? I had been under a Neceſſity of go- 
ing through them, 1 would have been better 
prepared than otherwiſe, and this very Prepa- 
ration would have exempted me from the 
Surpriſe which always augments unexpected 
Misfortunes. But where are my raſh RefleQtions 
driving me ? How can it enter into my 
Brain that, by an anterior Knowledge of 
what was to happen, I would | ave been better 


prepared to withſtand the Shocks of adverſe 
F ortune ? Does not Providence know better 


than 1 what is fit for me? And ought, 1 not to 


be perſuaded that infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs has, for the Advantage of us his Creatures, 
wrapt up in Obſcurity all but the paſt ? Shall I 
therefore, out of a preſumptuous Vanity, pre- 
tend to imagine that my being let into a Se- 
cret, of which Heaven has thought fit to de- 
prive Mankind for their Benefit and Advan- 
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age) would have qualified me to undergo 
Misfortunes with more Steadineſs than without 
ſuch a Preeognition ? Vain Illuſion ſpringing 
from Self-conceit ! I baniſh thee for ever, and 
humbly ſubmit io the Methods of Providence 
in the Government of the World, and in the 


Limits preſcribed to human Knowledge, be- 


yond which, for their own Good, they muſt 
not pals. 


"By ſuch RefleAtions : as theſe, 1 very calmly 
reaſoned myſelf into a Belief, that I might 
not only indulge the Propenſity of my Heart 
towards Love, but look upon the Miſeries into 


which it would lead me, as neceſſary and 


unavoidable Conſequences, and it may be 
judged what an Impreſſion the following Let- 
ter, received at ſuch a critical Time as this, 
ought to make on a Heart but too well dif- 
poſcd to ſuck in the fatal Poiſon. 
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O "be under 4 fatal Neth 7 pe 4 
Perſem whom tur greateſt Pleaſure would be 
to Ae, is what may be juſtly termed a terri ble 
Situation ; and get to abſtain from being guilty 
of the Offence is Fill” more mnſupportable - 'To tell 

Miſs Tencin that my Heart is her Conqueſt is 
the abſolute Command of an ungovernable Paſſion, 
which my Reaſon oppoſes as a daring preſumptu- 
ous Step that muſt. Hund; and, on the other 
hand, not to tell her my unhappy Caſe, ould 
break my Heart, and mate me mad. My | 

Paſſion is not the ſudden Efeat of a conquering 
Glance, but the Wark ef Reaſon on the fold 

' Foundation of Vi irtur, and therefore will, in alt 

Pane 9 conduct me to my Grave. 3 


IN the fir/l Afoutts of 1 this fatal ales 
I conſidered that I had not only your Indifference, 
and perhaps Averſion to ſtruggle with, but like. 
wiſe the Oppoſition of a Father, who thinks he 
has a Right to diſpoſe of me, and will rather 
conſult "the Intereſt of bis Family than my Incli- 
nation, I have all the Reſpect for him which a 
duti- 
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di — hind inaulging Parent, but 
1 cannot bring my/elf to think that I am abliged 
to gratify bit ambitious Views at the Expence of 
wy Happineſs ſo that if be finds my Diſlemper 
cannot. be cured by any other Remedy than that 
which my Heart preſcribes, he will drop his poli- 
tical Views rather than make me miſerable :* But 
am I not \extravagant to be taken up about ob vi- 
ating the leffer Difficulty, while the greater 
ought to come firfi under Conſideration, and to be 
the principal Object of my Concern, face. * it 
eee or 8 hp 0 


BEFORE 7 came to Naples my. Hure 
was my own, and it enjoyed an uninterrupted 
Tranquility ; but now the Caſe is altered, terribly 
altered. The Pleaſures which formerly gave me 
ſa much Satisfaction have lt their Reliſh; from 
a gay and, in Mr. Mandaville' Opinion, agree- 
able young Fellow, I am metamorphoſed into a 
thoughtful flupid Creature. When be comes 10 
knew the Cauje of my Melanchaly, which 1 don't 
think"T ſhall be able long to conceal from a cn of. 
his Penetration, I expeft to be fatigued with long: 
Lefures upun the Unreaſonableneſs of it, and the 
Regard I have for bim, upon Accamt of many. 
Obligations, will force me to bear ꝛcith bis Ad- 

monitions; 
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nunitions; but if he fancies that it it in bis 

power, or any Mortal upon aurth, to bring\me- 
a State of Freedom again, he deceiues himſelf. 
Thave made you a Preſent of a Heart unacqusinted 
till now, with the Torments of Love; uf it mieti 


with a kind Reception 1 fhall reckon myſelf the . 
moſt happy Man living; but if otherwiſe, Gruelty - 
it ſelf will nat have the Power to make me recall. 
it. The Morld may turn up fide down, but while. 
I enjoy Life, I will fill look totuarde Mi 


Tencin as to the Centre of my Felicity; hut alas { 


who knows but that ſhe may look upon meas the 


Objett of her Auerſion, and command me not 10 
importune her with my Preſence or Addreſſes 3 
fo far I can and will obey her : but if ſuch muſt 


be my unhappy Fate, ſhe cannot deprive me of the 


melancholy Pleaſure of employing my conflant 


Thoughts on the dear Cauſe of my Miſery. In 


this and only this will I diſobey her Commands 3 
but could my wretched Condition move her Pity, 


no Monarch on earth would I change State with. 


L will for a Moment indulge my fond Imagination 
with the extatick Deluſion, and dream at leaft 
that ſhe will ſometimes or other make me completely 


happy, in the poſſeſſion of what can only | make 


me ſo ; and would ſhe only write on a bit of Paper 
theſe three Words, YOU MAY HOPE, [ would hook 
1 8 %: 1 | pon 
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upon my Dream as an Inſpiration of my future 


happy State, and go through all the Ob/tacles and 
Difficulties that may fland in the way with a 
c hearſul Confidence, May Heaven, Madam, 
mſpire you with Sentiments, at leaſt, of Pity, 
for any thing above that is what I dare not ub: 
I fhall only add that you are the firſt to whem my 
Heart has yielded up its Liberty, and, what- 
ever may be my Fate, Death only will end my 
Siavery, unleſs it is changed into the happy Con- 
dition of Husband, which is the ſole W and 
the whole Ambition of the | 


Marquis de Noailles. 


As I knew that I could truſt my Life to 
Mirella's Difcretion, I put this Letter into 
her Hands, and deſired ſhe would read it, 
which the did, and when ſhe came to the 
Words vou MAY HoPE, and ſo you ſhall, 
cried ſhe, if my Advice can have any Influ- 
ence ; ſhe muſt be a Tyger, not a Waman, 
added ſhe, who could refuſe ſuch- a ſmall Fa- 
vour to ſo deſerving a Lover ; indeed, Madam, 
you cannot be ſo cruel as not to write theſe 
three little Words. There's no great difficulty, 


ſaid I, in writing the Text, but the Explica- 


tion 
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tion of it requires Thought and Study; and 
the Inferences that may be drawn from it, will 
ſet it in a very different Light from what An 
appears; however, I will, to pleaſe you 
and, honeſtly ſpeaking, my own Heart too, 
comply with that Part of his Letter, and while 
I am about this, call the Maid, and deſire her 
to tell the Bearer of my Letter to wait a little 
below for the Anſwer, 


” 64 


Six, ; | \ 


HERE is nothing ſo- eaſy as to comply with 
your defire of my writing thoſe three Words, 


YOU MAY HOPE ; but it is not ſo eaſy to anſwer a 


very natural Queſtion which ariſes from them, 
viz. Upon what Proſpe& can a Girl of no Family, 
of no Fortune, pretend to give Hopes to a Peer of 
France's den and Heir? Mauld not every Mar- 
tal who ſhould hear of ſuch an Eatrauagance, 
reckon her mad? And thy you, perbaps, in 
this Flaſh of youthful Paſſion, may think it a 
Happineſs to make an Impreſſion upon my Heart, 
Time, and riper Years will give you a more ſelid 


Turn ; and 1 ſhould have the Mortification not 
only to be unhappily engaged, but to be looked upon, 
even by yourſelf, as an ambitious vain Wretch, 


for 
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for whom you would be aſhamed to own a former 
 Inclination. I will frankly confeſs, Sir, that 
bad Providence placed me in a Rank near but 
equal to yours, I would have looked upon my Union 
with you as my greateſt Happineſs ; but ſince that 
has not been my Fate, I will endeavour to deſerve 
your Eſteem, by oppoſing a Deſign ſo prejudicial 
to your Grandeur as this muſt be, and rather 
chuſe to break my own Heart, than to engage yours 
in an Amour which may plunge both you and me into 
many Inconveniences, without the lea Preſpect 
of Succeſs ; and whatever my Heart may deſire, 
my Reaſon, from a common Principle of Juſtice, 
will even condemn a ſimple wiſh of acquiring 
Happineſs at the Expence of your Glory, which 
would greath fuffer by fuch a mean Alliance. 


A MAN of your Birth may indulge ſome kr. 
Fonanefs of Heart by way of Amuſement, but they 
muft all vaniſh at the Appearance of a ſuitable 
Eftabliſhment ; and as I believe you to be a Man 
of more Honour than to engage a poor GirPs Heart 
fo far as to render her miſerable the reft of her 
Life merely for the ſake of a little innocent Diver- 
fron, (for I cannot allow myſelf to think you have 
any diſhonourable Deſigns) 1 hope aſter reading 
this Letter, and reflecting a little upon what it 

contains, 
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contains, you'll find it neceſſary, upen your own 
Account as well as mine, to. divert this Whim of 
| Huth by other Amuſement 6, that cannot. be attended 
withſo bad Conſequences as this may be: Abſence, 
Time, and other Objefts will effeftually cure you, 
and I hope Reaſon and R. will come to the 


. ＋ 


Henrietta Tencin. 


HERE my Friend, ſaid I, holding out the 
Letter to Mirella, you will ſee how I have 
handled your favourite Text; or rather you 
will ſee how I have pronounced my own Con- 
demnation, and deſtroyed all the Hopes of my 


poor wretched Heart. I am ftill, faid ſhe, 
after reading my Letter, of opinion that your 
Delicacy about Difference of Rank and Fa- 


milies is puſhed to too great a Height, and I 
don't believe there is a Woman in the World 
ſo nicely ſerupulous upon this Point as you: 
I was in hopes that what I already obſerved, 
when we were talking on this Subject, had 
produced a good Eftect ; but I find by this 
Letter you fill go on in the old Strain, for 

which I am greatly concerned, and could wiſh 
that this Letter were not ſeat ; for were I 
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1 
in the Marguis's Place, I ſhould be apt to 
think that a Woman, who argues ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly againſt his giving her his Heart, was very 
indifferent about it, not ſo much upon account 
of the Diſparity of Birth and Fortune, as from 
a diſlike to his Perſon; and, therefore let me 
beg of you to ſend him no more but the three 

litile dear Words, ſigned by Henrietta Tencin. 
No, no, cried I, this Letter muſt go, for 
more than one Reaſon. In the firſt Place, I 
have done my Duty in repreſenting the Ob- 
ſtacles to ſuch an Attachment, and if he never- 


theleſs perſiſts in it, I will, in the next Place, 
have the Satisfaction of ſeeing that his Heart is 
ſeriouſly engaged, and not liable to a Change; 


for I look upon Love in a young Man of his 
Years, to be nothing but the Eruptions and 
Flaſhes of Nature too violent to be of any Dura- 
tion, and to which no Woman of Prudence 
ougght to Truſt, before ſhe has put them to 

Tryals, and finds, by their Conſtancy and Sin- 
cerity, that they deſerve kind Uſage, and that 
ſhe may capitulate with Honour : And thus 
you ſee that I am more political in my man- 
ner of ptoceeding than you imagined ; for if 
this young Nobleman, to whoſe Temper I am 
an intire Stranger, ſhould be ſtartled by the 
* firſt 


vs 
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fieſt Difficulty he meets with in his way, how 
can it be imagined that his Paſſion will carry 
him through ſuch an Oppoſition as he muſt 
expect from his Family, to a Match which 
they will look upon as an entire Diſappointment 
of their flatcering Views, if not a .downright 
Diſgrace ? To this motive of Caution I might 
add another not lefs powerful: Men I have 
been often told have this Oddity in their Na- 
ture, that the leſs Trouble a Woman gives 
them in her Conpueſt, the leſs they value it. 
An eaſy Victory prevents their being elated 
with the pleaſing Thoughts, which ſtill accom- 
| pany their having, by the mere Force of 
Merit, conquered a Heart that ſecmed im- 
pregnable, and in the very cauſe and in the na- 
ture of Things, which ought to be pro- 
ductive of Acknowledgement and Eſteem, 
has à quite contrary Effect; they conclude 
that any Man was capable of fuch a Con- 
queſt and that there's no Merit in it; the 
Conſequence of ſuch a Baulk to their Self- 
conceit is generally Indifference, and pulhed 
by ſome as far as Contempt. And if this 
whimſical Ingredient enters more or leſs into 
the Compoſition of the whole Species, is it not 
every Woman's Intereſt to make them proud 
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of their Merit in the. Difficulty of her Con- 
queſt, ſince otherwiſe ſhe runs the riſk of lo- 
ſing their Efteem? If to uſe a Man ill be the 
Way to ſecure his Heart, ſaid Mirella, they 
are ſtrange Creatures indeed; I muſt own that 
J had quite a different Notion of their Cha- 
racters, and would have been fooliſh enough, 
without this curious and ufeful Diſcovery, to 
have fancied; that tho* a Man in the Height of 
his Paſſion might overlook unreaſonable Seve- 
rities in a! Miſtreſs, yet the Remembrance af- 
ter Marriage {which generally cools the Lo- 
ver's Tranſports) would, I thought, make 
him reſent the ill Uſage ſhe had given him in 
the Courſe of his Slavery merely to gratify her 
own tyrannical Temper ; but ſince like true 
Spaniels the more they are beat the more 


they fawn upon us, it is fit they ſhould be 


treated in the Manner that is moſt agreeable to 
their Nature; and tho* you have, Madam, 
no more Experience than myſelf, yet your 
Knowledge in Theory is ſo extenſive and fo 
ſurpriſing, that I am forced into your way of 
thinking, and to relinquiſh my own, though 
it ſeems to have leſs of Cruelty in it. My 
Syſtem, anſwered I, cannot be charged, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, with Cruelty, ſince the mutual Ad- 

| 'vantage 
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vantage of both Parties is intended by it ; for 
if it be true that the Difficulty of the Acquiſi- 
tion raiſes the Value of it in the Opinion of 
Men, it is, no doubt, every Woman's In- 
tereſt, who treats with them upon the Affair 
of Matrimony, 'to make them dance Atten- 
dance, and undergo many Hardſhips before we 
deign to make them our Lords and Maſters. 
This is mighty well, ſaid ſhe, but if they were 
of my way of thinking I would ſo lord it over 
the Female who had ſo unmercifully treated 
me, that ſhe ſhould alter her Scheme, if after 
my Death, another Man made his court to 
her; and ſhe would perhaps find, ſaid I, that 
gentle Uſage and. a ſpeedy Surrender of her 
Perſon into his power would make him diſ- 
piſe the eaſy Conqueſt ; but I don't conſider 
that our Diſpute makes me forget that I am 
detaining the Marquis's Servant. I then ſealed 
my Letter, which Ai rella, tho' not without 
expreſſing ſome reluctance, would deliver out 
of Ber own Hand, rather than to walt the 


215 | 
Maid's coming up. 


TRE Servant to whom ſhe gave my Letter 
returned about an Hour after with another, 


which the Maid brought up, and told me that 
G 3 the 


| 
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the Bearer ſaid it required no Anſwer, for 
which Reaſon he difappeared the Moment ſhe 
took it out of his Hand. I was a little ſur- 
priſed at my having an Anſwer ſo ſoon, and I 


cannot ſay but that I opened the Letter with a 


fort of Terror which I ſhould have been aſham- 
ed to own. Here follows what it contain'd. 


Mapam, 


OU are pleaſed to tell me that I may hope, 
but that its unreaſonable in you to encourage 
it. Time and my Con/tancy will, I hope, re- 
move the Cbj-fions with which my Youth and 


ant of Experience furniſh you; and as for 


Rent, Duality, Grandeur, high Alliances and 
all fuch imaginary Advantages, if I muft ſacrifice 
the whole Happineſs of my Life to obtain them, 1 
ſhall hot upon them as Nuſances, which a Man 
ought to avoid as he would a Plague; and he 
who can deliberately give his Hand to a Moman 


or whom he has nd Regard, and with whom he 


cannot, with any tolerable Satisfattion, live, is a 
Criminal in the Sight of Heaven, and the Author 
of his own Miſery. ee 


BELIEVE 


 Noailles and Tencin.” 79 


'BELIEVE me, Madam, Life is ſo ſhort and 
fo liable to Misfartunes, to which we are by Na- 
ture ſubjefted, that we have no Occaſion to ren- 
der our unhappy State flill mare miſerable by 
Croſſes of our own mating; and if my 4 
ſhould infift that I muſt make myſe elf unhappy . to 
accompliſh their Schemes of Grandeur, I will tell 
them very plain'y,that let the Conſequence be what 
it will, no Woman ſhall ever giue me her Hand, 
but ſbe to whom 1 have given my Heart. I #now 
that ſuch Prote/tations will paſs with you for the 
romantic Flights of a young giddy Bram, and as 
I foreſee that nothing but Time and my Perſeue- 
rance can cure you of this Prepaſſeſſion, I am 
willing to have it put upon that Iſue; and 
all I would beg of you, till yau are fully ſatisfied 
of the Sincerity of my Paſſion, is, that you would 
not diſpoſe of your Heart wh:le you are perſuaded 
that mine is intirely yours. Give me but this dear 

Aſſurance, and I ſhall think.myſelf happy. 


SOME of your Friends are endeauouring to 
get you out upon Bail; 1 hape they will ſucceed ; 
and that I ſhall ſoon have the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you in a better Lodging than where you now are, 
and of grotefling at your Feet that no Authority, na 

Per- 
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Perſecutions will ever be able to baniſh you from 
the Heart of your faithful Slave 


The n de Noalles | 


I am very glad, ſaid I, that I am 3 
from writing an Anſwer to this Letter; my 
Heart agrees to the Propoſal, but my Reaſon 
is alarmed ; here Mirella added I giving her 
the Letter, read this, and give me your Opi- 


nion of it. 


My Opinion, Madam, anſwered ſhe after 
ſhe had glanced it over, is, that the Marguis 
de Neailles is a ſincere honeft Lover, which, 
Joined to the Accompliſhments of his Perſon, 
may, I think, intitle him to Miſs Tencir's 
Affection, which he only deſires upon Con- 
dition that ſhe is perſuaded of his; and if you 
reject that Propoſal, added ſhe, I ſhall con- 
clude that your Heart is very indifferent about 
him, or that from a whimſical Delicacy, (par- 
don the Expreſſion) you are reſolved to be 
your own Enemy. The Gentleman, you ſee 
by his Letter, is reſolved not to make himſelf 
miſerable to gratify the intereſted Views of 


mercenary Parents ; 3 and I ſbould have a mean 


Opi- 
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Opinion of him if he thought otherwiſe 3 for : 
can Grandeur and Riches give a Man of 


Spirit a Satisfaction comparable to the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a charming Woman, whom he loves, 
and by whom he is loved ? If there be ſuch a 
thing as a happy State upon Earth this muſt 
be it. Here ſhe was interrupted by the 
Arrival of the Warden with a Gentleman, 
who, after making me a low Bow, told me 
he was come to acquaint me that the Judges 
had accepted of Bail for my Appearance, and 
had given Orders to ſet me at liberty, *till 
the 'Trial ſhould come on. To whom, Sir, 
faid T, am I obliged for this Favour ? Another 
Banker and I are your Bail, Madam, but ag 
| we have Security from a third Perſon, it is to 
him properly that you are obliged. And pray, 
Sir, ſaid I, who is that third Perſon? I am 
ſorry, Madam, anſwered he, that I am under 
Promiſe not to declare his Name ; his Delicacy 
in point of Services is ſuch, that he would 
think the Merit of this loſt; were you to thank 
him for it. What he does is intirely from a 
Motive of generous Friendſhip, without any 
Views of Acknowledgement or Return. 
Well, Sir, replied I, ſince this generous Gen- 
tleman's Modeſty and Delicacy are ſuch, that 
ws he 
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he will not allow of a perſonal Acknowledge- 
ment, to which I ſhould think myſelf obliged 
by ſuch an Act of Friendſhip as this, I hope 
you will aſſure him of my being highly ſenſi- 
ble of the Favour, and that I would with 
Pleaſure have rendered him Thanks for it, did 
I know to whom they were due. Then turn- 
ing to the Maſter of the Priſon I aſked what I 
wias in his debt? Nothing, Madam, an- 
- ſwered he, this Gentleman has fatisfied all 
my Demands; upon which I pulled out my 
Purſe, and, preſenting it to the Gentleman, told 
him, if there were not enough in it to reim- 
burſe him, I would make it up when I got to 
my Lodging, You owe me nothing, Madam, 
faid he, your unknown Friend has diſcharged 
that Debt. I think, Sir, anſwered I, that in 
being Bail for me, he has given Proofs enough 
of a very generous, and compaſſionate Diſpoſi : 
tion, without being troubled with the Payment 11 
of my Debts, by which he muſt ſuppoſe me 
to be an Object of Charity, not capable to 
clear myſelf out of this Place, without his 
Aſſiſtance; but as this is not the Caſe, and 
that J have no Occaſion for his, or any body's 
Puric to Pay what I owe, I inſiſt upon your 


taking 
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taking back the "Money laid out, ether- 
wiſe I am reſolved not to leave the Priſon: 

Upon my Honour, ſaid the Gentleman, I 
neither know what your Debt is here, nor in 
what Coin it is paid ; all I can fay about the 
| Matter is, that I delivered a Letter to the 
Warden, who told me, after he had read it, 
that you might leave this, Place whenever you 
thought fit, and that he was ſatisfied with the 
| Method propoſed to him about the Payment 
of what was due to him, ſo that he muſt un- 
riddle this Myſtery; and all I can ſay is, that 
I have a Coach below ready to carry you to 
any Place you order. I then preſſed the War- 
den to let me know his Demands, . that I might 
pay him. I received an Order, Madam, faid 
be, from the Judges, to diſcharge you from 
your Confinement, and to ſend my Account 
to the Clerk of the Court, who had Orders to 
pay it; and you may believe, as this is the 
Caſe, I have no Demands on you. This is a 
very myſterious ſort of an Affair, ſaid I, but 
as 1 cannot be let into the Secret here, the firſt, 
Thing 1I reſolve to do, when I leave this Place, 
will be to wait upon the Judges to thank them 
for my liberty, and to know of them, or of 
the Clerk, what my Debt is. Then addreſſ- 


ing 
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aug p hir to We unknown Gentleman, Sir, 
41 as it will take up a little Time to put 


up my Things, it would be inctoaching too 
far on your Patience, and detaining you from 
your Buſineſs, to keep you longer here. Make 
no Apologies upon that ſcore, anſwered he, 


my orders are to conduct you to your Lodg- 
ings, or to any other Place you think proper, 
and you mult give me leave to execute them 
before T leave you. As J find, ſaid I, ſmil- 
ing, that I muſt ſubmit in every thing to what 
has been ordered by I don't know who; let 


you and me, Mirella, faid I to her, pack up 


as faſt as we can, that we may detain this 
Gentleman as ſhort a Time as poflible : And fo 
to work we went, and had ſoon put every 
thing into a large Coffer, which was carried 
to the Coach by a Turnkey, and we followed. 

As the Maid was waiting below with a Defign 
J judged, to put me in Mind of her Services, 
J pulled out a Spaniſh Piſtole with an Intention 
to {lip it into her Hand, when I bid her adieu; 


but to my great Surprize ſhe abſolutely refuſed 


it, telling me that the fine Gentleman's Ser- 
— been beforehand with me, having this 
Morning brought her a Quadruple, which ſhe 
pulled out of her Pocket and ſhewed me; and 
4424 i = 
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| am not the only Perſon here, ſaid ſhe, who 
has felt the Effects of his Liberality ; the Turn- 
keys have had each of them a Preſent, ſo that 
we have all Reaſon to wiſh you well, Madam; 
and for my part I pray God I may ne 


here again. 


We got into the Coach, which we ordered 
to drive to Mirella's Aunt's, where we were 
expected, and where I met with a new Cauſe 


of Surpriſe, greater than all the reſt, My 


Apartment was fitted up in ſo grand a manner, 
that I could not believe my own Eyes; and 
tho' I was extremely curious to know the 
Meaning of this Change, yet I was reſolved 
to aſk no Queſtions till the Gentleman who 


had conducted me was gone. 


As you will, I ſuppoſe, Madam, ſaid he; 
think it neceſſary to make a viſit to your 
Judges, if you think proper to give me leave 
to attend you, I am ready whenever you 
pleaſe to do me that Honour; the Coachman, 
who has orders to attend all Day here, knows 
where I live, and will give me a call when 
you think proper to go out; in the mean 
Time, I will go and acquaint the Gentleman 

Vol. II. 3 your 
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your Friend that you are now ſafe here, which 
Will give him, I dare ſay, a great deal of Plea- 
ſure. I return you. thanks, Sir, ſaid I, for 
the. Trouble you have been put to this Morn- 
ing upon my Account, and ſince I muſt not 
know to whoſe Generoſity Jam fo much 
obliged, J hope you will aſſure him that my 
being deprived of the Pleaſure of acknowledg- 
ing his Favours gives me a good deal of Pain, 
and that I look upon myſelf as a Perſon un- 
grateful, till he affords me an Opportunity of 
giving him at leaſt the ſmall Return of Thanks, 

I ſhall obey you, Madam, ſaid he, but I dare 
ſay the Gentleman will neither expect nor re- 
quire Thanks for doing what is ſo agreeable, 
and what gives him ſo much Pleaſure; and in- 
deed, added he, giving me a Look that put 
me out of Countenance, I believe there are o- 
thers in Naples who would as zealouſly employ 
themſelves in your Service as he, and who are 
perbaps at this very Moment ſorry to have been 
prevented by him; and in laying ſo he made 
bis Bow, and walked off, not giving me Time 
to make any Reply, at which I was not at all 
diſpleaſed, for I ſhould have been at a loſs 
what Anſwer I was to make to his laſt Com- 
püment. 
„ GEE 
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WaHen he was gone, my firſt Queſtion to 
Mrs. Moroſini, Mirella's Aunt, was, how 
ſhe had come by all this fine Furniture? You 
_ ſurpriſe me, ſaid ſhe, by a Queſtion which you 
can better anſwer yourſelf than I, ſince it came 
here in your Name and by your Orders, as the 
Upholſterer told me, and ſaid, that he was not 
only paid for every thing he had brought, but 
likewiſe for taking down the old Furniture 
(which is now lying in a Garret) and putting 
up the new. But are you ſerious, ſaid J look- 
ing earneſtly at her? Indeed I am, anſwered 
ſhe, and tell you nothing but what is true; why 
ſhould you doubt it ? Becauſe Iam aſtoniſhed, 
faid T, at the Wonders of this Day, and am 
not very certain whether I am dreaming or 
awake. An Order for my being fet at liberty, 
my Expences while in Jail paid, a Gentleman 
appears and conducts me in a Coach to this 
Houſt, where I find my Apartment fitted up 
in a very grand manner, can all this be real ? 
Have I' not Reaſon to be under the greateſt 
Surpriſe at ſuch extraordinary Events, which 
are far above my Comprehenſion, and for 
which perhaps I ought rather to be grieved 
than to rejoice ? For I cannot allow myſelf to 
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think that all this is the Work of ſimple Gene- 
roſity, which may indeed prompt a Perſon to 
ſupply the indigent, with what is neceſſary to 
deliver them from a Priſon, but ſuch coſtly 
Furniture as this, muſt proceed from ſome o- 
ther Motive than a Principle of Charity and 
Compaſſion; and as I do not intend to accept 
of ſo expenſive Preſents, let the Beſtower's 
Motive be what it will, I inſiſt on your ſend- 
ing directly for this Upholſterer that he may 
take back his Goods, or, in caſe of Refuſal, 
that they may be reſtored to the N who 
bought them from him. 


x You may believe, faid Mrs, Morefini, that 
my Curioſity made me aſk the Upholſterer ſe- 
veral Queſtions, and among the reſt his Name 
and where he lvyed,. but he begged to be ex- 
cuſed from. ſatisfying my Curioſity. ; aſſuring 
me, that the Gentleman who had bought the 
Furniture was an intire Stranger to him, and 
that he had given him peremptory orders to an- 
ſwer no Queſtions that. might be aſked, and 
particularly not to mention his own Name and 
Place of Abode, with Certification, that if he 
did not exactly bear the Orders given him, his 
Life ſhould pay for it, My God, cried I, what 
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a ſtrange Affair is this ! It rakes tie treib 
without knowing for WHat Reaſon:. If Geke 
any Scheme or Plot kes hid under "this" Prbfu- 
ſion of Favours, T hope, from the Aſſiſtanee 
of Heaven, that it will not ſucceed to the Pre- 
judice of my Reputation; F never was ford 
of myſterious acting, and there's ſuch'a Chaih 
of it this Day, that J am quite uneaſy ; "but T 
hope Providence will bring it all to light, and 
by that means diffipate my Fears. In the 
mean time, added J, 1 think you and T, Mi. 
rella will make a circu'ar Viſit to our Judges, 
and thank them for our Liberty, to Which the 
readily agreed. Our firſt Viſit was to the 
Judge who interrogated us, and when we were 
by ourſelves i m the Coach, my dear Miretta, - 
aid I, do not the Wonders of this Day ſur- 
priſe you as well as me ? They do, Madam, 
anſwered ſhe, but in à different Manner; oy 
Surpriſe, continued ſhe, does not proceed from 

a Doubt about the Perſon from whom you till 
received ſo many Favours, it can be none elſe 
but the very Perſon who has given you bis 
Heart, 1 mean the Marquis de Wallles; butt 
am ſurpriſed | at the noble and delicate Mahner 
of his doing ſuch generous Things, without 


putting you to the "Bluſh, by your knowing 
=9 from 


0 
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from whom the Preſents come, or giving you 

am Opportunity of refuſing them: Such a Me- 
thod of obliging is, continued ſhe, charming, 
| becauſe it forces you to accept of what other- 
wiſe you would refuſe; and he pleaſes himſelf 
in providing you with what he thinks you 
ſuſpecting that he is concerned; and by this 
means he not only ſkreens himſelf from your 
Reproaches, or Acknowledgements, but gives 
you a moſt convincing Proof how much he has 
your Happineſs at Heart. Nothing ſure can be 
more noble, more engaging, than his Procee- 
dure; and I muſt fay that if you doubt of his 
Sincerity after this Day, you don't do him 
Juſtice ; or, rather, if you don't love him, 
(pardon' my Freedom) who is ſo worthy of 
your Affection, you muſt have a Heart of 
Stone. Come, come, ſaid I, you muſt not 
be too ſevere upon my Heart by accuſing it of 
what I am afraid is leſs its Fault than what 
ought to be. I muſt own, continued I, that 
my Conjectures and your's agree, about the 
Perſon to whom I am indebted for my Liberty, 
and every thing elſe extraordinary that I have 
met with this Day, and I am ſo ſully perſuaded 
ef it from; what he mentioned, you may re- 
18s | — 
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member, in one of his Letters, that. I ſhall be 
quite confounded the firſt time I fee, bim, and 
ſill the more, that unleſs be-diſcovers ſomething 
himſelf, which I can hardly expect, L myſt not 
pretend to ſuſpect his; having, any Concern in 

the Affair, Qur;; farther Conxerſation 
Was interrupted; by the, Coach's Kopping at the 
Judge's Gate. We were introduced into a 
low Parlour, and I had no ſooner ſent in my 
with her Huſband and three more of my Judges 
in another Room, came running out, and 
got me directly in her Arms, embracing me 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and expreſſing 
the greateſt Joy at ſeeing me in her Houſe; 
come, my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, taking me by 
the Hand, and let me preſent you to ſome of 
oh F lute who will, I 58 25 e to 


; We. 4 1 8 the. Ra than ſhe 

ſpoke i in a ſort of Rapture, This is Miſs Tencing 

| Gentlemen, the Phenix of our Seu, who is 
come to thank you for her proviſional Liberty; 

which I hope will be | perpetual, and that ſhe 

will never more return to a Place ſo unwor- 

thy of her. I was extremely moved with 
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this generous Lady? $ Goodneſs, and in the firſt 
Impulſe of my Senſibility, I ſeized on one of 
her Hands, which I clapt haſtily to my Mouth, 
wetting it with the Tears that dropt from my 
Eyes, and which I could not for my Life re- 
ſtrain, and theſe moving Marks of my tender 
Concern made ſuch. an Impreſfion upon the 
kind Heart of this good Lady, that ſhe got me a 
| ſecond time in her Arms, and mingled her Tears 
with mine. I know not but this tender Scene 
began to affect even the four grave Magiſtrates, 
and that they would at laſt have given Signs of 
Concern, unbecoming the Reſervedneſs and 
Dignity of their Character, had not the Maſter 
of the Houſe put a ſtop to the Swell of pleaſing 
Raptures, with which we ſcem'd to be intoxi- 
cated. Come, Madam, ſaid he to his Lady, 
it is not juſt, that you ſhould exclude us from 
our Share in the Joy that Miſs Tencin's Preſence 
gives us; we ſhall accuſe you as 4 Monopo- 
lifer, if you deprive us longer of the Pleaſure 
of congratulating her on her Delivery from a 
Priſon. Tbis rouſed us both from our, I think 
I may call it, ſympathetic Harmony of Hearts, 
and, after ſome very low Curteſies to every 
one of the Judges, thus addreſſed. my old and 
only Acquaintance. I beg don, Sir, for 
giving 
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giving. alooſe to the Fondneſs of my Heart, on 
the Sight of this good Lady, preferably to my 
Duty in returning you and theſe Gentlemen 
my hearty Thanks, for the Happineſs I now 
enjoy : I was not able to reſtrain the firſt impe- 
tuous Motions of my joyful Heart, on the kind 
Reception I met with from her, -but you are too 
well acquainted with the Heedleſneſs of one of 
my Age, and teo indulgent, I hope, to attri- 
bute my Behaviour to want of Reſpect, or that 
due Regard which the Favour I have this Day 
received from you lay me under, and which I 
ſhall while I live acknowledge as I ought ; but, 
Sir, added I, there is one Obligation of which 
I would beg leave now to acquit myſelf, as it 
is a thing in my power, and that. I ſhall not be 
eaſy *till it is accompliſhed. What can I have 
done, ſaid he with a viſible Concern. in his 
Looks, that gives you Uneaſineſs ? Let me 

but know it, and I will as make yur 
caly, if it lies | in my power. 


Wann the Order, ſaid I, for 'my being ſet 
at liberty came to the Warden, I deſired to know 
what I owed him, and his Anſwer - was, 
That he was ordered to ſend his Bill to «the 
Clerk of the FR who would diſcharge it, 

and 
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and that he had no Demands upon me; now, 
Sir, the Favour I have to aſk of you and of 


theſe Gentlemen, is, that I may be allowed 


to pay the Warden's Account, which I can 
very well do, without pinching myſelf in the 
leaſt ; and as'this is the Caſe, I hope you will 
not give me the Mortification of ranking me 
among the poor Priſoners, the Objects of Cha- 
rity. | 


Fon my part, Miſs, faid he, I can aſſure 
you I know nothing of the Order you men- 
tion, and if the Clerk has taken upon him 
the Payment of your Debt, it is without any 
| Authority from me, or, I believe, from any 
of theſe Gentlemen, (who declared they knew 
nothing of it) but I ſhall foon know how the 
Affair ſtands; he then rang a little Bell, and, 
upon a Servant's appearing, ordered him tc po 
and tell the Clerk of the Court that he de- 
ſired to ſpeak with him immediately. 


As I could have ne 3 — from 
waiting on every one of the Judges at their own 
Houſes, which is a Formality ſometimes as 

troubleſome to them, as to the Perſon who is 

obliged to go throwgh ſuch a Piece of Drudgery, 
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I reſolved to give the other three Judges pre- 
ſent, an Opportunity of preventing my giving 
them or myſelf the Trouble of a formal Viſit 


at their ſeveral Habita tions, for which Been 
I thus addreſſed e tame: + "4 IF 


* 


As I Shak had the ie Saen 
of finding you here, and as Viſits from ſuch 
Perſons as me are rather diſagrecable Inter. 
ruptions than otherwiſe, I would rather chuſe 
to make up my Compliment of Thanks ta 
you here, than importune you with my Pre- 
ſence a ſecond time; for my part, ſaid the 
youngeſt of the three, (a Batchelor, and whoſe- 
Eyes I had obſerved conſtantly -fixed on mg 
fince my firſt Appearance) tho' I ſhould, be far 
from thinking a Viht from ſuch a charming 
young Lady as you an Importunity, yet I 
will, with Pleaſure, acquit you of that Carey 
monial Obligation, upon condition. that, in- 
ſtead of making me a Viſit, you will alloẽw me 
to make you one, by which you will have this 
Advantage, that, inſtead of coming to my 
Houſe to thank me, I will go to your Lodg- 
ings, and there _ T0 . r me 
n en i201 $4 | 
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Furs gillantiſh Propoſal put me out of 
esduntehanct, and, inſtead of returning an 
Anſwer; 1 108 de Tay f the Houſe a 
look, which meant äs much as if I begged to 
know ber Opinion of the Matter; and ſhe 
plainly' perceiving what' inteaided by ehis fup- 
my Confuſion,” by telling the” Judpe; that the 
Regard ſhie had for me, made her interfere in 
#hy Affairs, eren without my Permiſſion; but 
| herſelf perfectly acquainted with 
my Charadter, the” did not doubt, but that 
Fw ove” of her Opinion, which is, 
that 7Girt 6f Mifs Tenc in's Youth and Beauty, 
ught not to allow of Viſits from Batchelors |; 
but, Sir, added ſhe ſmiling, as your Character 
and het Dependance on you as her Judge, in- 
title you to ſome Condeſcenſions' on her part, 
and as I reſolve to have her often at this Houſe, 
Iwill boldly promiſe, in her Name, that ſhe 
ſhall receive two Viſits from you here, "inſtead 
| of one at her own Lodgings; and then turning 
to me, my dear Mifs, ſaid ſhe, does my Pro- 
poſal agree with your Sentiments ?” Perfectiy, 
Madam, anſwered I; but tho“ it had hap- 


* otherwiſe, I would have ſu bmitted to 
1 your 
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your Judgment, being very well aſſured, that 
you will-neyer adviſe-me to do any thing that 
may be hurtful to my Reputation: The firſt 
Thoughts, for it is not to be imagined that a 
Girl who has nothing, but the Labour of her 
Hands, to ſupport her, (ſetting aſide Cha- 
racter and Reputation, which no doubt ought 
to bar her Door againſt Men · viſitors) can 
afford to loſe Time, by being interrupted from 


her Work : And as for the Expedient, Madam, 


which the laſt Part of your Propoſal lays down, 
I ſhall always think myſelf: ſafe, under your 
Banner, to receive the Viſits of any Gentle- 
man who. is agreeable to you: My dear, faid 
the. taking; me by the hand and-gently ſqueez- 
ing it, I expected no leſs from one of your 
delicate Way of thinking, and you may de- 
pend upon it that your Reputation goes as 
near 20 Heart as mY, own. 
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oh find, Brother, d her Huſband turning 


0 the other Judge, that you muſt yield to the 


united Force of two ſuch Heroines; but as 
you know that you are always welcome here, 
and that 1 believe Miſs Tencin, if ſhe inclines 


to oblige my. Wiſe, will be no Stranger, pay- 


wF0L 1h - * ing 


| 
| 
| 
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ing her a Viſit here or at her Lodgings makes 
no great Difference. I have ſo great a Regard 
for Miſs: Tencin, anſwered he, that I would 
rather deprive myſelf wholly of the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing her, than to enjoy it at the Expence of 
her SatisfaRtion; ſo that I give up my Claim of 
- viſiting her at ber own Lodgings, and will 
think myſelf very happy if I can now and then 
thave the . of her prot nay here. 07 


+ # 
* 


Wan this Aﬀair was ſettled dete two 
F 1 each for himſelf, told me very politely 
that tho both they themſelves and their Wives 
would be always glad to ſee me at their 
Houſes, yet as my Viſit at this Time was only 
a ceremonial Compliment, they inſiſted that I 
: ſhould not take that Trouble, as T had already 
given em t more * wn! their” res 
- deſerved. ' | 


THE Artival of the -Clerk put. a . to our 
f Converſation, and every body preſent ſeemed 
curious as well as I to hear what he had to ſay. 
The Gentleman of the Houſe afked him the 
Meaning of his having given the Warden of 
the Prifon Orders to call upon him for the 
Payment of what I owed him. 


Tris 
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" Rr 48 e Lou ; 
— 3 Gid thi Gude a Ft 
ven o' clock a Stranger very well dreſſed came 
to my Houſe, and deſired to ſpeak with me in 
private. Sir, ſaid he when we were by our- 
ſelves in my Cloſet, I am pretty certain that 
you will have Orders this Morning to take bail 
for Miſs Tencin's Appearance to take her Trial, 
and in the mean time to make out a Goal De- 
livery by which ſhe is to be fet at liberty. 
As I am a Friend of her Father's, and ap- 
prehenſive of her not being over - ſtocked with 
Money, I will reckon it a very particular Ob- 
ligation, if you will do me the Favour to write 
a Line to the Warden, ordering him to let you 
know what that Lady owes him; and when we 
know the Sum I wilt put it in your Hands; 
upon which you may without any Difficulty de- 
fire the Warden to call upon you for his Money, 
and not to make * Demand n ber. 


25 A ci Kol he, this Lady? s. Delicacy 
1 be ſuch that ſhe would rather put herſelf 
to the greateſt Inconveniences than accept of 
any Aſſiſtance from me; and this is the Reaſon 
of "7 ating i in this myſterious Maaner ; 5 but 
F wi 1 #+,:.-4; HATS 
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as you will beput to ſome Trouble upon this Ne- 
gociation, it is but juſt you ſhould be recom- 
penſed, which I will take care to do before I 


leave this Houſe, 1 hope, to your Satisfaction. 


My Servant ſhall carry a Line from you to the 
Warden if you think proper to do me this 
Piece of Service. 


As I did not think there was any Harm in ob- 
liging this Gentleman, who had very much 
the Air and Manners of a young Man of Qua- 
lity, I readily granted his Requeſt, and imme- 
diately wrote to the Warden to let me know 
what Miſs Tencin was in his debt; and in leſs 
than a-Quarter of an Hour, during which time 
the Gentleman and I breakfaſted together, his 
Servant who carried my Letter returned with 
the Warden's Bill amounting to twelve Piſtoles, 
upon which he pulled out his Purſe and counted 
out twenty on the Table, begging that I would 
take the Trouble to write a ſecond Letter to 
the Warden, deſiring him to call upon me for 
the Payment of his Bill, and to take no Mo- 
ney from Miſs Tencin, or to let her know how 
he was to be paid, only to tell her, in general, 
that he had orders to ſet her at liberty without 


any Demands, I refuſed to take any more 
than 


1 *Noailles' an Tencin. tor 
| than; the Sum he owed, bat he inſiſted that 
if I'would not accept of that ſmall Preſent,” he 
would drop the Deſign; but if che "Balance; 
added he, is too little for the — 
you, here is _ Parks, take — ther 7 


think dar nd 2 "FI 
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1 is all that paſſed between him and me, 
and who he is, or where he is to be found, I 
know not, but he is one of the moſt charming 
young Men I ever ſaw, and ſeemed to have # 
great Regard for Miſs Texcin and her Father, 
which J could exfily obſerve by his being at 
great Pains to inform himſelf of every Circum- 
ſtance of her Affair, and of the Character of 
Madam Maricalta, againſt whom he exclaimed 
with a Vivacity that ſheived him to be deeply 
concerned about the Lady's Misfortune; but, 
faid he, as a Gentleman” of my Acquaintance 
has ſent Letters by : an Expreſs to her Father, I 
hope the Return of the Meſſenger will ſatisfy 
the World of her Innocence, and ſhew what 
2 baſe Woman her Mother-in: law i is. W 

4 

Württ this Man was —— Mirella ani 

I threw ſome ſtollen Glances, at one another, 


which we both underſtood. For my Part, I 
1 3 
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now plainly faw all che furpriſing Things I had 
met with were the Contrivance of the Mar- 
quis ;"and this delicate manner of giving me 
Proofs of his Affection made him appear ſo 
charming in my Imagination, and I felt ſuch a 
Satisfaction in my Heart, that T longed to be 
in a Place where I wank "Ne vent to wy 
[cots dg ee. TL 


- 'Tn1s Adventure was the Subject of Ganter 
ation” for ſome time ; at laſt the Judge, in 
whoſe Houfe we were, after liſtening to the 
Opinions of his Brethren who all ſeemed to 
commend the Stranger's Generoſity. If I am 
not "miſtaken in my Conjectures, ſaid he, 
Miſs Tencin has received other Services than 
this from the ſame Stranger; for, when the 
Banker Rimini propoſed himſelf and another of 
his Fratetnity as Bail for Miſs Tencin, as I 
know him to be a very covetous as well as 
timorous Man, I aſked him how he came to 
intereſt himſelf ſo warmly for her? What I do, 
Sir, faid he, is to oblige a young French No- 
bleman who is now here on his Travels; he 
has an unlimited Credit on me, and has given 
me a Bond of Indemnification; and all this, 
28 he _ wr yer? her F ather's Account, 

| e a wWwmO 
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who is his particular, Friend; This is a, 
and delicate Way, added. he, f doing er- 
vices to a young Lady; but he, ng doubt, was 
appriſed of Miſs; Tarcin's ſcrupulous Temper; 
which made him fall upon. this ingenious Con- 
trivance of doing all without, appearing to do 
any thing, or of haying any Concern or Hand 
in the Plot; and to your Conjecture, giye me 
leave, ſaid the young Judge, interrupting 
him, to add mine, which is, that this young 
Stranger may be preſumed, from the Manner 
and Merit of his Services, to be influenced by 
Sentiments of a higher Nature than thoſe of 
Friendſhip to her Father. No, Sir, faid I 
not a little piqued at this Snow- ball, the Du ke 
of Negilles's eldeſt Son can have no other Senti- 
ments for a Child of Mr. Tencin 8 than thoſe of 
Friendſhip; and it is, no doubt, your Igno- 
rance of the Grandeur and Dignity of that il- 
luſtrious Houſe, that makes you aſcribe ſuch 
Sentiments to the Marguis de Mailles, who 
did me the Honour of a Viſit in the Priſon 
when he delivered me a Letter from my Fa- 
ther, in which, as a Proof of their Intimacy, 
be deſires me, in caſe the Marguis ſhould 
offer me Money, not to refuſe it, which I did, 
however, when he ſent me a hundred Piſtoles, 
not having Occaſion for Money, nor an In- 
tention 
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tention to allow any Bills to be drawn on mh 
Father for Money to me. 

As for the Grandeur of the Houfe of Weill 

anſwered he, 1 am willing, Madarn, to allow 
it to be ſuch as you repreſent j it; but I cannot 
allow . myſelf to think that the diſtinguiſbed 
Rank of this young Nobleman will guard his. 
Heart from the Attacks of your Charms : on 
the contrary, as a Man of his Birth is ſuppoſed 
to be endowed with more noble Sentiments 
than People of inferior Claſſes, ſuch extraor- 
dinary Merit as yours ought, in courſe, to 
make a ſtronger Impreſſion upon his Heart 
than another's, and, by Degrees, get ſuch a 
footing in it, as to make him hate the Gran- 
deur of his Family if it ſtands in the Way of 
his Happineſs. Beſides, added he, does not 
his Zeal and myſterious Method of rendering 
you Services point out the delicate Lover rather 


than the Father” 's F riend. | 


1 think it is unkind i in you, TO faid * in- 
terrupting him, to talk to me in this Strain; 3 
for you mult either ſuppoſe me to be a vain 
conceited Fool, who has quite forgot from 
whence ſhe ſprang, or intend to ſlew your 
Wit 
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Wit at the Expence of. my Confuſion and 
Bluſhes: If you really fancy me mad enough 
to harbour ſuch wild Chimeras in my Brain, 
you ought rather to pity than expoſe me, and 
conclude that Confinement had made me deli- 
rious ; but T will rather attribute what you have 
faid to the latter Part of my Conjecture, which 
I can more eaſily pardon than the former,” be- 
cauſe it implies a delicate Reprimand on a Sup- 
poſition that I miſinterpret the Motive of a 
young Nobleman' s Services; but let me tell 
you once for all, that were his Caſe what you 
ſeem to imagine it, and which is more, were 
he to inſpire me with Sentiments ſuch as might 
be expected from the Addreſſes of "a Man of 
his Merit, 1 would facrifice my own Happi- 
neſs rather than give” the World or his Family 
an Opportunity to reflect on my Character; 
and as my Sentiments, are ſuch you will, I 
hope, Sir, alter your hy raged 08's at Auge 1 
diſcontinue your Nie: e 


I ſhall obey. the laſt Part * Your 13 
Madam, faid he, the more readily. as I had 
no Intention to offend you; but as for chang - 

ing my Opinion about the Motive of the Gen- 
| ern 8 een what 1 cannot t ſo caſily obey 
| „den 
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you in, becauſe I can ſee nothing in the Dif- 
ference of Rank that ought, to hinder him froin 
giving you his Heart, or you from accepting 
| Wands Preſent ; for as to your Delica- 
cy with regard to Superiority and Diſpropor- 
tion in Rank and Birth, and all that, in the 
Days of Ignorance, when the Vanity of our 
Quality was as it were ſcrew'd up to an extra- 
vagant Pitch by the ſlaviſhi and ſervile Submiſ- 
ſtons of People of ſmall Fortunes, ſuch a De- 
ference as you ſeem to pay to the Family of 
NMeaillet would have, no doubt, been in thoſe 
Days agreeable to the common Practice, and 
it would have been thought a monſtrous Pre- 
ſumption in a private Gentleman's Daughtet 
to pretend to x Quality Heart; but Thanks to 
Providence, or, more properly ſpeaking, to 
the contemptible Characters and mean Beha- 
viour of our Grandees, Mens Eyes at are laſt 
opened; our Eſteem is no longer directed by 
the Luſtre of a glaring Title, but by the De- 
gree of Merit which the dignified Perſon poſ- 
ſeſſes ; and as this is now the caſe, What is a 
Nobleman without Virtue but a conſpicuous 
Object of Contempt? Were we to trace back 
many of your Nobles as well as our own to 
e eee "How muft we be ſurpriſed! to 


fee 
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fee ſo. vaſt a Pile of Vanity reared, up upon. ſo 
weak and mean a Foundation; and if we may 
rely on the Genealogical Accounts of the Frengb 
Nobility, the firſt of the Family of ok 
— RO PIP OR 6 
. 0. ai 
7% would not be thought 9 this ee 
b 8 way. df Reflection on the: Repreſentative of 
that Family who is now hexe, but only ſhew 
| you, Madam, that an Attempt in you ta make 
him your Conqueſt is no ſuch preſumptuaus 
thing as you may poſſibly imagine; and what, 
J believe, will ſurpriſe you more than my En- 
deavours to prove that your Accompliſhments 
render {you an Object worthy of this or any 
Nobleman's Addreſſes in the World, I have no 
Intention to perſuade you to favour his Wiſhes, 
for ſeveral Reaſons, the Principal whereof is 
the Danger of placing your Affection on a 
young Man perhaps incapable of a ſerious At- 
tachment, and who is not as yet at his own 


e 


I am obliged t to you, Sir, aid I, — 
favourable Intentions, tho* I don't think I 
ſhall ever fall under the Misfortune which: you 
ſeem to apprehend, had I no ny Guide to 
| di- 
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direct me but my own Reaſon ; but as I have 
a Father, I hope, ſtill living, I believe it my 
indiſpenſable Duty not to place my Affection 
on any Man without his Approbation; and in 
ſo ſaying I roſe from my Chair with an Inten- 
tion to leave a Company, where I found myſelf 
under a terrible Conſtraint ; but the Lady of the 
Houſe inſiſted on my ſtaying. to dinner, and 
added ſhe ſmiling, I hope Signar Monalco, her 
Huſband's Name, will pronounce his Sentence, 
from which, as he is. your Judge, it * be 
22 to lodge an A 


L have no Occaſion for the Authority of my 
Judge, Madam, anſwered I, to make me o- 
bey your Commands, particularly where the 
Advantage is all on my ſide; and therefore 1 
accept of the Honour you do me with Pleaſure, 
and only beg leave to ſend to my Lodging where 
my Landlady expects me to dinner; upon which 
Mirella propoſed her going home. No, no, 
cried the Lady, Miſs Tencin I know would give 
me no thanks for keeping her here, were you 
togo; I will therefore order a Footman to go 
and acquaint your Landlady that you both dine 
here, which was accordingly done. And as I 


know, ſaid ſhe turning to me, that you love 
| " Tha 
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to be in company with Men of Learning, you 
will be fitted to your Mind to- day, for I expect 


x very learned Aube will malte one with us, 


whoſe Converſation, I am very ſure, will charm 
Miſs Tencin, and who will be very glad to be 
in company with a young Lady whoſe Cha- 
racter he ſo much admires. Vou put me 
doubly to the bluſh, Madam, ſaid I, by this 
unde ſerved Compliment, and I could now wiſh 
that you would give me leave to retire that 1 
may not, in the firſt Place, diſcover my want 
of Taſte with reſpect to Learning; and, in the 
next Place, by my Preſence deſtroy the favour- 
able Opinion which you are pleaſed to ſay the 
bbi4 has of my Character; but if you, Ma- 
dam, whom I look upon to be my beſt Friend, 
turn me into ridicule, what muſt J expect from 
others? Indeed, my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe tak- 
ing me by the Hand, the Words were ſcarce 
out of my Mouth when I repented what 1 had 
ſaid, tho I know it to be true, being appre- 
henſive (as I now find I had Reaſon) that your 
Modeſty could not bear the leaſt ſeeming 
Applauſe; but I confeſs my Want of Delicacy 
in ſhocking yours, and IJ hope this will make 
us Friends — J thus ſeal the Treaty, Ma- 

HO EEE 40 eee 2351) :4't © , danny, 
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dam, cried I kiſſing her Hand, on condition | 
that you will rather tell me my Faults than my 
Qualifications, which my Self. love is but too 
apt to N 


As the _ of Dinner r the 
two married Judges retired, but the Batchelor 
without Ceremony invited himſelf to dinner, 
from a Curioſity, as he ſaid, of being in com- 
pany with the famous Abbe Peluci, and parti- 
cularly to know his Opinion about the old Epi- 
curean Syſem, which ſome of our modern Di- 
vines as well as Philoſophers ſeem to revive, 
particularly that Branch of it which admits of 
no natural Difference between Vice and Vir- 
tue, or that a Providence is deducible from the 
Terrors of Conſcience. 


| In a few Minutes after the Abbe came in, 
and he no ſooner appeared than Madam Afo- 
nalco taking me by the Hand, here is, ſaid ſhe, 
. Miſs Tencin whom I have ſo often mentioned 
to you. I am extremely well pleaſed, Madam, 
ſaid he, to have this Opportunity of paying my 
Reſpects to a Lady, whoſe Character I have fo 
often admired ; and tho I did not expect to 
have the Pleaſure of ſeeing her here, yet I was 
in- 
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informed 1 by a very good Friend of her s, Madam 
D' Allon, whom I ſaw about an Hour ago, that 
ſhe had obtained a proviſional Liberty, which gave 
me great Joy. I returned his Compliment in 
the beſt Manner I could, and asked him how 
that good Lady did. She ſeems to be in very 
good Health, reply'd he, and longs to ſee you- 
I reſolved to have waited on her this Forenoon, 
ſaid 1, had not Madam Monalco laid her Com- 

mands on me not to ſtir from this Place till 
after Dinner; but I am reſolved to call at her 
Convent before I return home. 


HERE a Stop was put to any further Con- 
verſation, by a Servant's coming to give Notice 
that Dinner was ſerved. During the Repaſt, 
which was elegant, there was very little ſaid, 
but when the Deſert came on the Table and 

the Servants retired, the young Judge thus 
ſpoke, addreſſing himſelf to the Lady of the 
Houſe: Vou may remember, Madam, when 
1 underſtood that Signor Peluci was to dine 
here, I made no Ccruple to invite myſelf, that 
. might have the Pleaſure of being in company 
with a Gentleman who makes ſuch a Figure in 
bs the Kot > 9 of Letters, 20d 1 flioult reckon 
2 e it 
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it a very great Favour, if you would uſe your 
Intereſt with him, to let us know his Sentiments 
of the Queſtion that is now ſo warmly debated 
among our Divines and Philoſophers. I ſuppaſe, 
Sir, anſwered ſhe, you want to know which 
ſide of the Queſtion, about the natural Diffe- 
rence between Vice and Virtue, he takes, and 
indeed I ſhould be glad to know his Opinion, 
becauſe it would abſolutely determine mine. 


To repeat all the Arguments, Madam, an- 
ſwered he, that have been urged on both ſides 
would be an endleſs Work. The Diſpute 
ſtrictly ſpeaking is, whether a Providence may 
not be deduced from the natural Difference 
which is between, Vice and Virtue and. from 
Terrors of Conſcience. A few Reflections 
on the natural Motions of our Hearts will clear 
up this Point, and the firſt Queſtion, I would 
put to the modern Epicureans i is, whether they 
judge that there is any natural Difference be- 
tween Vice and Virtue, fo that the former is 
naturally blameable and evil, and the latter, on 
the contrary, honeſt and commendable in itſelf ; 
or, whether they conceive this Diſtinction to 
have been introduced only to keep Men i in or- 


der and to diſcipline Cmmonwealths, although 
| other- 
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otherwiſe they are Things in their own Nature 
indifferent. If they be of Archelaus's Opini- 
on (from whom Epicurus, Ariſtippus, Carnia- 
des, and many others learnt it) that there is 
nothing in the naked Eſſence of things that diſ- 
criminates them, and that the Difference we 
find in them proceeds only from Cuſtom, and, 
in their Language, from a poſitive Law ; may 
it not be aſked whence comes that Deſire we 
are all poſſeſſed with, of being, if not really, 
at leaſt ſeemingly honeſt, and that the very 
worſt of Men endeavour as much as poſſible to 
affect Uprightneſs and Probity? That Deſire 
certainly could never be ſo univerſal, were it 
not alſo natural; and it could not be natural, 
unleſs there be an eſſential Difference between 
that from whichwe are deſirous toattainHonour, 
and that for which we fear to meet with Blame; 
for why ſhould Nature have inſpired and prin- 
cipled us to prize the one more than the o- 
ther, or rather to love and affect the one, and 
have a kind of Abhorrence to the other, if ſhe 
Herſelf had not placed more Value and Eſteem 
on the one, and blafted the other with a 
Mark of Hatred? And as the Exerciſe of Vir- 
tue is attended with great Difficulties, by Rea- 
ſon of the Oppoſition it meets with from our 


ſenſual Appetites, ſtrugling hard to prevent it's 
K 3 In- 
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Influence upon our Minds, and that, on the o- 
ther Side, it ſeems there are ſo many Delights 
and Pleaſures in Vice, which give it an eaſy 
Victory and Dominion over our Appetites, how 
comes it to paſs that what we call Virtue hath: 
notwithſtanding fo much Power over our. 
Minds, as to oblige us to render it this advan- 
tageous Teſtimony ? But to come nearer the 
Matter in hand, if it be indifferent of itſelf to 
be vicious or virtuous, I demand, whether it 
be alſo an indifferent thing to render Honour 
to the Deity or not? For it it be indifferent, 
our Antagoniſts are in the wrong when they 
enjoyn it as a Duty to venerate the Deity, in 
regard of his Being and his natural Perfection; 
becauſe that Excellence of his Being is not from 
_ Politive Law, but natural; otherwiſe Men 
might make and unmake Gods at their Plea- 
ſure, as they do their Statues 3 they are there- 
fore abſolutely without Religion, or the Ho- 
nour which they make Profeſſion of rendering 
to the Deity, they do not aſcribe to him out 
of Obedience to the Laws of Commonwealths,: 
every one in his own Country, but becauſe they 
find themſelves naturally obliged thereunto. 
Por in caſe they happened to be in ſome Place 
where it were forbidden to worſhip God, would 

| Fea 
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they comply with ſuch Prohibition? And if 
they were commanded in ſuch a Place to blaſ- 
pheme him, or to preach that there is no God 
at all, could they obey thoſe Laws without 
doing Violence to their Conſciences? ,Wherez 
fore if there be of Neceſſity ſome natural 
God, there muſt in the like manner be ſome 
between Vice and Virtue amongſt Men: For 
as the Nature of the. Excellence of the ſupreme 
Being obliges us to.certain Duties towards himy 
ſo alſo Conſanguinity conciliates;. and contracts 
certain Obligations amongſt us one towards an 
other. And when J mention Conſanguinity, 
I do nat; only underſtand that of Brethren and 
near Kindred amongſt themſelves, but alſo that 
of F ellow-Citizens and Countrymen, and even 
of Men in gencral, becauſe there is an univerſal 
Conſanguinity between them all, which hath 
its Root in the Communion of one and 
the ſame Nature, and in the Dependence and 
Derivatcion from one common Stock. And 
thus as the Eminence of the Divine Nature is 
the Foundation of the Honour which we render 
to it, ſo the Equality of ours ſhould be the 


Foundation of the Juſtice we uſe one towards 
another, 


a Twi 
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Tris the Pagans themſelves well obſerved, 
when they affirmed the World was a great Ci- 
ty, and the ſeveral Nations as diverſe Quarters 
of the ſame Town ; ſo that tho? there be cer- 
tain Duties that oblige us more ſtrictly to our 
next Neighbours, yet there ceaſe not ta be o- 
ther general ones, which are incumbent upon 
us towards all Men. Now if Piety towards 
God be a natural and immutable Obligation, 
and yet Vice and Virtue indifferent in them- 
ſelves, and only Good or Evil by the Authority 
of a Conſtitution which is ſubject to Alteration ; 


if the Law which ſets a Value upon Virtue 
happen to ſuffer a Change, and the Vice 


which is contrary to it become recommended 
by a new Conſtitution, there will reſult a 
Conſequence abſolutely inſupportable. For in 
this Caſe it may come to paſs that a Man may 
be at the ſame time deſperately vicious, a Thief, 


Adulterer, Murderer and Parricide, and not- 


withſtanding very religious towards the Deity, 
who will love and favour him in confideration 
of his Piety, if he hath any Knowledge of the 


Fw which is a monſtrous Abſurdity, and 
ſuch as without further Debate the common 


Senſe of Men abhors. There is no Perſon, I 
e * 
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preſume, fo devoid of Eyes and Underfianding, 
who acknowledges, not ſome natural Difference 
between the Beauty and Deformity of our Bo- 
dies, and that the Advantage of the one above 
the other doth not conſiſt merely in the Opi- 
nion of Men and Cuſtom, as N it is in the 
Caſe of Habits and Faſhions, I am not ignorant 
that Opinion bears a great Stroke in ſome Sin- 
gularities, and that we may now account for 
Beauty what was in no Efteem in Ages paſt!; 
ſome are fond of black Eyes ſuch: as the Poets 
have given to Venus, others prefer the blue of 

Minerva, but in this, beſides that the natural 
Difference is not ſo evident, every one is in- 
titled to his particular Sentiment | without di- 
grefling very much from Reaſon. For other- 
. wiſe, I do not think any Man would deny that 
Acbilles or Nereus was hand ſomer than Ther- 
fates,” as Homer paints him out to us; and that 
a ſtrait Man, and of a proportionable Stature, 
is better made than a erooked Dwarf, ' whoſe 
Arms reach down to his Heels, and his Legs 
are diſtorted. Is it then likely, that; there 
ſhould e, ac cording to Nature, a Beauty and 
Uglineſs of Bodies, and none of the Soul? 
So that to eſtimate Things agreeably to Reaſon 
and not after common Opinion; the Chaſtity 


of 
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of Lucretia ſhould not be more to be priſed 
than the Lightneſs of Zais, nor the Virtue of 
Cato than the Diſſoluteneſs of Sardanapalus? 

If it be ſo, let us imagine a Commonwealth 
among the Autipodes, in which it were as in- 
different for a Man to kill his Father as his 
Neighbour's Doe, to rob in the Corners of 
Woods as to hunt Hares or Deer, to lie with 
His Siſter as with a lawful Wife, and to be ; as 
honeft a Thing to lie and perjure, as we count 
ithere'ts be ſincere in Words and Proceedings ; 
it will follow that ſuch a Republick is regulated 
with as good Conſtitutions and Laws as the beft 
governed in Europe. For ſuch is the Nature of 
Things indifferent, that they take their Tincture 
from the moſt received Opinions, and weigh only 
according to the Standard of Policy and poſitive 
Law; but theſe are not barely Extravagances, - 
they are Diſtempers and Madneſs, which the 
Conſent of all People gives the lye to, and 
that Relick of Shame, which Nature hath left 
amongſt the moſt corrupted Nations, uttefly 
diſowyns and flies from. For if the Queſtion 
were aſked me, Whether there be not ſome- 

thing in Truth that gives it a natural Advan - 
tage over a Lye? I would readily anſwer that, 
without doubt, as much as there is of Difference 
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between being and not being, ſo much is there 


of Diſtance between Truth that reſults from the 
Being of Things, and is the Repreſentative. of 
them, and Falſity which is the Image of not 
being: Hence it is, that the Perfection of the 
Underſtanding of Man conſiſting in the Know- 
ledge of things which are, conformably to their 
Being, and conſequently in Truth: There muſk 
of neceſſity be an inviolable Relation between 
the Verity of Things and our Underſtandings, 
which are improved thereby; whereas they 
reject a Lye by a natural Averſion as ſoon as 


they know it to be ſuch; and this Love of 
Truth hath ever e eee e 


rous Souls. 


| Now is chere a thing „ 
to enoble our Underſtandings, which cannnot 
be changed by Cuſtoms or Laws, Opinions or 
Fancies, and which remains always equal to 
itſelf and unvariable; and is there not alſo 
ſomething naturally determined to render our 
other Faculties perfect? I mean our Appetites 
and our Wills, over which our Underſtandings 
preſide. Certainly it would be a very extra- 
vagant thing, if Reaſon, whereby a Man is 2 
Man, ſhould find its — in the ſole 


Know- 
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RES of 
oe 8e 5 1 kuck, api 'thae in this we excel 
Beafts, who ire not capable 
2 it ; and in the mean time; 
oe Affections which ought to follow Rea- 
ſon, there fhöuld be ns Difference between 
us — Creatures Hat are deſtitute of it, upon 
which Account their Appetit& are wild and 
undetermined, without Subjection to any Laws 
of Virtue and Vice. But it would be a thing 
r Wurd and er ravagan ir Hing Crea- | 
| tived of Reaſon; having every one 
their proper and natural Goodneſs, which con- 
ſiſts in a certain Perfection of their Actions (as 
we give the Title of good to a "Horſe and 4 
Dog, for the Strength of their Limbs, Agllity 
of their Motions, Vivacity of their Scent and 
gwiftneſs) and yet a Man ſhould not be fled 
good, in regard of a conſtant and immutable 
Perfection of His Operations, meaſuring the hem 
by the eternal Rules of Truth and Reaſon. 
Hefiod underſtood this better than theſe pre- 
tended Philoſphers, ! but as the Greek” Quota® 
tion would not, T preſume, be agreeable — 
the Ladies, no more than what I 85 already 
tired their Patience with, upon this dry Sub: 
Jeet, I Gall ae mention it, nor proceed a y 
Te 50 2 31 or unit Boll” [ie 
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farther at this Time, but conclude with that 
famous Sentence of Petrarch, which may be 


properly enough applied to this Set of Men. 


Hanno dal mondo ogni virtu lands; 
Onde dal corſo ſus quaſi ſmarrita 
Neftra natura. 


Thus Tranſlated, 


Since Virtue from the World they have exil', 
Our Nature's grown unſettled, ſavage, wild. 


Ar any other Time ſuch a Diſcourſe as 
this would have given me great Pleaſure, but 
now my Thoughts were ſo taken up with the 
Concerns of my Heart, that 1 looked upon 
Company and Converfation as Obſtacles to my 
indulging more pleaſing Thoughts, and there- 
fore as ſoon as I could with any Decency, I 
begged that Madam Monalæs would give me leave 
to go and pay a Viſit to Madam 4 Allen. I 
will conſent to your going, ſaid ſhe, and my 
Coach ſhali conduct you thither ; but as in- 
tend to make you a Viſit to-morrow before 
Dinner, I expect you'll allow me to diſpoſe 
of you the reſt of the Day. _ You ſhall always 
command me, Madam, kid I, but to avoid 

Vor. — L giving 
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giving you the Trouble of calling at my Lodg- 
ing, if you will now let me know at what 
I will not fail to come. No, ſaid ſhe, I wih 
call upon you at eleven o'clock to-morrow, 


we will go to Maſs together, thereafter take 


the Air, and ſo return home to dinner, beg, 
Madam, ſaid I, that no Orders may be given 
to prepare ycur Coach for me; Mirella and I 
will go on Foot to the Convent, which: is more 
proper for Girls in my Situation than to be car- 
ried about in à Coach, but our Diſpute was 
ſoon ended by a Servant's coming and acquaint- 
ing me that the Coach which had brought me 
here attended to carry me where I thought 
proper, upon which I roſe up and took my 
leave of the Company, and could have very 
gladly diſpenſed with the Honour of being con- 
ducted by the young Judge to my Coach, who 
as we were going told me, that he hoped to ſee 
me to-morrow here, ſince I would not allow 
him to wait upon me at my Lodgings; and I 


am afraid, ſaid he ſighing, that inſtead of your 


making your Court to me as your Judge, * 


Life and Death are now in your power, and 
will be the Conſequence of the Sentence you 
| pronounce, when I have an Opportubity of 


= 
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letting you know the ſad Situation of my 
Heart. Such a Declaration from a Gentle- 
man of your Character greatly ſurpriſes me, 
ſaid 1; I did not think that the fooliſh Cuſ- 
tom, which prevails among your giddy headed 
Beaux and Petits-Maitres, of making love to e- 
very Girl they meet with, had reached the 
Bench, but ſince Þ find that this Spirit of Gal- 
lantry has even infected our very Judges and 
Magiſtrates, I muſt, in juſtice to myſelf, let 
you know that I am none of thoſe ſelf-con» 
ceited Females, who think they have a right to 
make Conquefts, or who are pleaſed with Com- 
pliments of this kind; and therefore, Sir, if 
you are not reſolved to make me ſhun your 
Company, you muſt talk to me in a very dif- 
ferent Strain; and in ſo faying I jumped into 
— . to make _ 


* $a | [13 
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laughing; if you go on at this rate, Madam, 
the Naples Ladies will not long be ſo much 
your Friends as they now are. The Banker 
indeed this Morning was not quite plain in his 
Declaration, but for the Judge he goes roundly 
to work; and Tam afraid the poor dear Mar- 
g, will have a troubleſome Rival in him, tho? 
— nei- 
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+ neither in his Perſen nor Character can he be 
- You are diſpoſed; to be merry: 1 find, ſaid I gi- 
ving her a ſerious Look, but as Raillery of this 
kind gives me no great Pleaſure, I will be ob- 
liged to you if you'll diſplay your Wit upon 
ſeme other Subject leſs diſagreeable than that 
of my Conqaeſte, from which, if you judge | 
right, I can «xpe& nothing but Vexation. Had 
I imagined Madam, anſwered ſhe, that what 
I ſaid with an Intention to divert you, would 
have produced ſo different an Effet, I would 
not have opened my Mouth; but if you'll be 
ſo good as to pardon; me now, my Behaviour 
{hall be more reſerved: for the future. At an- 
ſwered I, would have been agreeable, but 
Pleaſantry is now baniſhed from my Heart, 
and I look upon myſelf as the unhappy Victim 
of an Attachment which will conduct me to 
my Grave; for in ſpite of all the Obſtacles 
which my Reaſon has ſugge ſted, this fatal Paſſion 
has funk ſo deep in my Heart, that in vain do I 
attempt to baniſh ĩt from thence, and the Proſ- 
pect of the remaining Part of my Life is by 
far more diſmal than what is paſt; for it is down- 
right Madneſs to flatter myſelf with Hopes of 
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ever being united to the Peron to whom? I 
have given my Heart, andꝭ if it ſnoull happen 
that this Judge ſhould take it inte lis Head to 
make his Addreſſes ſet iouſly to me, will not 
my Friends and the whole World have but too 

-juſt Cauſe to blame my Conduct in rejecting 
them, wich, in the preſent unhappy Situation 
of my Heart, muſt be! the Caſe; for let what 
"will happen; I am reſulved never to give my 
my Heart. Wich ſueh | Diſcourſe as: this I en 
tertained Mix olla in our Way to the Convent, 
where the Coach no ſooner ſtopped, than the 
firſt Object that preſented itſelf to my View 
was the Marqu ir magniſicen | tly droſſed, be 
ſeemed to be ſurpriſed at the unexpected bight 
of me, or, at leaſt, he affected to be ſo; and 
for my part I cannot well deſcribe the Situation 
E was in, hut Mirrila told me afterwards' that 
dy TurnsEblufhed:and-grew' pale; and that-ſhe 
win not a little apprehenſive of my fainting 
away, but I endeavoured to recover myielf us 
ſoon as poſhble; The Adar gui came running 
from over the Way the Moment the Coach 
ſtopped) and preſented his Hamm to aſſiſt me 
in alighting. I am glad, Madam, fad he, that 
> Chance: has afforded me an Opportunity of 
* L S >.) 7 — 
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making you my Compliments on your Liberty, 
Which I was told indeed you bad obtained, 
but durſt not preſume to pay you a Viſit in 
your new Habitation ſo ſoon, tho* I have 
ſomething to communicate to you, with Re- 
gard to your Affair, that is of ſome Conſequence, 
but cannot be conveniently told in the open 
Street, and therefore let me beg of you to let 
me know when J may wait on you at your 
Lodgings, the ſooner the better? If I am to 
give credit to what I have been told to-day, 
Sir, anſwered I, my firſt Compliments of 
Thanks ought to have been to you for my Li- 
derty, dut as this is not a proper Place for Diſ- 
courſe of any kind,” and as you tell me you 
Have ſomething to let me know with regard to 
my Affair, if yau will take the Trouble to 
call at my Lodgings about an Hour hence, I 
will ſhorten my Viſit here and be there to at- 
tend you. He made me a low Bow and left 
me, ſand I went into the Convent, where I firſt 
paid my Reſpects to the Prioreſs, thanking her 
for the Favour ſhe had done me; and when ſhe 
retired T defired Madam 4 Allen and my Sifter 
Sy might be called; the dear little Creature cried 
for Joy on' ſeeing ine, and asked why T had 
deen ſuch a Stranger, for they were afraid to 
let 
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let her "Roy what, had happened to me TM | 
made the beſt, Excuſe I could, and promiſed 

that ſhe ſhould. either, ſee. or hear, from e 
every other Day, and deſired her to let me 
know if ſhe wanted any thing, and I would 
take care to provide ĩt for her: Indeed Siſter, 
ſaid ſhe, I believe I muſt trouble you, for Me- 
ney to pay my Share of a. Feaſt which. the 
Hoarders are reſolved to celebrate in a few 
Days; I pulled out, my Puzſe and took. out of 
it a Spaniſb Piſtole, which I put into her Hand, 
telling her not to be behind hand with ang of 
the fourth Part of this is too much, I will get 
it changed and give you back the r eſt 5 no, 90, 
oried I, hat ou have not Occaſion for now, 
will ſerve you at another time. As my dear 
Mamma (ſo ſhe called Madam # Allen) and vou 
may have ſomething, to ſay which ĩs not proper 
for me to hear, I will go and ſhew, our Ladies 
- how rich you have made me, ſo farewel, my 
deareſi Siſter, I hope it will not be long be- 
ſore I have W Pleaſure of ſeeing you againg 


1h alta i firm ay 


1 893 =D things to tellyou, 
| Madam, laid I when my Sites Hora, was gone, 
62-4161: =_ * Nie 1 2 689 „5 ut 3. and 
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and I came from Madam | Monalco's, where 1 
dined, With · that Intention, but I met with a 
Sentleman at the Gate of your Convent, who 
has ſomething of conſequence to communicate 
to me concerning my Affair, and. have pro- 
miſed to be at home to receive him; ſo that I 
— make any ſtay now here; and I believe 
it will not be in my power to ſee you again 
before to· morrow Afternoon; becauſe Ma- 
dam Meralco propoſes to call upon me to- mor- 
ro Morning to accompany her to Maſs, and{af- 
ter taking the Air to return to her Houſe to din- 
ner. As this Lady expreſſes an uncommon Friend - 
Hip to me, it would be ungrateful in me not 
to make proper Returns; beſides, as her Huſ- 
band is a leading Man upon the Bench, 2 
— Intereſt N their F FR — 


ann 


1 am very hd my dear Child; Gag Madam 
An, that Madam Monalcs and you are fo 
good Friends, ſhe is a Woman of a good Cha- 
racter, and an Intimacy with her will be of 
ſervice to you, not only in your grand Affair, 
but in every other Shape; ſo that my Advice 
to you is to make your court to her affiduouſſyʒ 
and as no Intelligence or Information is to be 
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neglefted, I would have you by all means be 
punctual to the Appointment you have given 
that Gentleman, and if you have any ſpare 


time to-morrow, let me ſee you. Nothing 
but Madam Manalco's Commands, ſaid I, ſhall 
prevent my coming here; and indeed I have 
ſo many Things of the greateſt Conſequence to 
me to conſult with you upon, that I ſhall not 
be eaſy till I ſee you again; and my dear Ma- 


dam, added I, let me beg the Aſſiſtance of 


your Prayers; for in all Appearance my Trou- 
bles are ſo far from being at an End, that the 
preſent and paſt are only Preludes to greater 
Evils; and I am greatly afraid, when you 
know what has happened ſince I ſaw you 
laſt, you'll not only fee the Danger to 
which I am expoſed, but alſo: find Fault with 
my Conduct; however, as I am reſolved to let 
you know my moſt ſecret Thoughts, I hope 
your Advice may ſtill preſerve me from the 
Precipice on which I ſtand; but as the Hour 
of my Appointment approaches, I muſt be gone. 
Having obſerved that my Diſcourſe had pro- 
duced a viſible Change in her Countenance, the 
Tear ſtood in my Eye, and as I found my 
Scat, and went out of the Parlour without any 


Ce- 


130 The AbyrNTURTS of 

| Ceremony, the Tears dropping from my Eyes 
as I went ont, which I endeavoured to hide 
with my Handkerchief. n 


Wurd we wre got into the Coach J or- 
dered the Coachman to drive to my Lodgings, 
and all the Way Mirella was endeavouring to 
perſuade me, that ſhe could ſee no reaſona- 
ble Cauſe of my alarming Madam 4 Alhn 
with ſuch a terrible Picture of my Situation; 
for, added ſhe, the whole of the Affair, if I 
am not groſsly miſtaken, amounts only to this; 
the Marquis de Noailles loves you, and your 
Heart is ſenfible of his Merit: I am certain his 
Intentions are honourable, "and if he can, 
by his Dexterity arid Conſtancy, ſurmount the 
Obſtacles to his and your Happineſs, why 
ſhould you- indulge the diſmal Tdeas of Horrors 
and imaginary Precipices, againſt which Vir- 
tue and Innocence will till be your Guard? 
In all the Steps he has taken hitherto can you 
complain of his want of Reſpect, and does not 
his Manner of rendering you Services, 'ſhew 
the Delicacy as well as Sincerity of his Aﬀec- 
tien? When he ſwerves from either, and 
diſcovers the leaſt Tincture of Inconſtancy or 
* then, and nd only then, you will 


have 
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have juſt Reaſon to be alarmed, and to be upon 
your Guard; but till that happens, pardon me 
if I ſay you are frightened. at Shadows: Come, 
Madam, baniſh all theſe frightful Phantoms, 
from your Imagination, if there be ſuch a 
Thing as a Man of Honour upon the F. ace of 
the Earth, this is he; and I dare ſay bis Paſ- 
ſion is ſo pure, ſo fincere, and ſo reſpectful, 
that i it will ſtand the Teſt of the ſtriẽteſt Exa- 
mination ; let me therefore beg of you, for 
Heaven's ſake, not to be your own Tormentor 
with viſionary Dangers which have, no F oun- 
dation. by . uk 


 Oxe would be apt. to fuſpodt, ſaid 1 ſmil- 
ing, from the Zeal with which you combat 
my Fears, that the Marquis, among the other ex- 
traordinary Things which he has done, had 
found means, ſome how or other, to gain you 
over to his Intereſt, and I doubt much if he 
_ could plead half ſo well for himſelf as you do. 
I only do him Juſtice, Madam, in ſpeaking the 
real Sentiments of my Heart, and were you not, 
I may ſay, biaſſed and miſled by I don't know 
what Scruples and imaginary Fears, you would 
agree that both his Ferſon and A&ygns Juſtify 


your 


3 * 
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your favourable Sentiments of either, faid 4 
but I muſt have ſtronger Proofs of his Sincerity, 
before I come entirely into your Opinion; 
this is what Prudence requires, and which none 
who are really my Friends will, 1 believe, 
condemn me for ; far be it from me, Madam, 
to deſire you to act imprudently; z on the con- 
trary, I think every Woman ought to be rea- 
ſonably cautious in the Affair of Love, but Cau- 
tion extended beyond its proper Limits, becomes 
an unreaſonable Miſtruſt, and ought to be 28 
much ayojded as its oppoſite Credulity; by this 
indeed we may be impoſed upon for a Time, 
and to a certain Length, but the moſt artful 
Impoſtor will ſooner or later be unmaſked, 
and inſpire us with that juſt Contempt which 
his falſe Proteſtations deſerve ; whereas, in the 
other Caſe, no Proofs of Sincerity are ſufficient 
to diflipate our Miſtruſt, which has this Un- 
happineſs peculiar to it, that it feeds itſelf, and 
encreaſes upon what ought to be its Deſtruction; 
or, in other Words, the leſs Reafon there is 
for it, the ſtronger it grows, and conſequently 
endeavours to extinguiſh all Sentiments of Cha- 
rity, which Religion, or Humanity inſpires ; 
ſo that in all ReſpeRs, I look upon the Exceſs 


of it to be not * Credulity; 
but 
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but. much more vicious, and if yout once. but 
come to view it in that Light, I am ſure vit 
never will be harboured in your Brea where 
all the Virtues dwell. QF” „ 4% e Wi 
Id pEED, my Friend, ſaid 1 2 — your? 
Zeal to the Margquis's Intereſt makes you blind- 
to mine, and furniſhes you with a ſort of S 
phiſtry whichone would not expect from ſuch a 
Girl as you. I. readily allow that in all Caſesy;; 
Love only excepted, Charity obliges us to | 
believe A Man is ſincere, when his Actions 
agree with what he profeſſes; but do you know, 
Madam, that a polite Gentleman's' Character, 
in this corrupted Age, is rather raiſed than 
leſſened by the ruin of credulous Women; and 
fince this is the Caſe, muſt ſhe not be cg 
of common Senſe who is not diffident, till, 
ſuch Time as the nuptials Benediction puts all 
| Doubts and Fears out of the Queſtion. Ido 
not mean by this, that a Woman is abſolutely 
to reject the Addreſſes of a Man whoſe Preten- 
ſions. appear to be honourable, but that the . 
| ought, to be ſo far upon her guard, that, put 
the Caſe he never was ſerious, or happened to 
change his Sentiments, he ſhould have no oc» 
caſion to boaſt of his CE: If he isſincere, 
Vor. I. ſuch 
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Sith a reſerved Behaviour will add to his Efteem 3 
and i otherwiſe, the Biter is bit; fo that in 
be our conſtant Yade Mecum till we getinto the 
matrimonial State. 

oil 

We were ret Aces W * Mar. 4 
gut arrwed, and it would have been highly 
diverting to any indifferent Perſon, to have 
ſeen e Concern we were under; for my part, 
J durſt not fo much as look at him, and the 
Confofion hel was under ſeemed to be no tefs 3; 
haifever, be recovered himſclf at laſt, and 
ſpoke to me in the following manner. I hope, 
Madam, you'll do me the Juſtice to believe, 
thifqvhietends to your Advantage takes up 
my Theughts, more than the melancholy 
Stute of my Heart, when I tell you, that a 
Gentleman and I have been laying a Plot, 
weh, wich yaur leave, we intend to pat 
in exceution, * and 'hope, if it doen "hoe." 
bring ybur Affair with Madam " Mariealta' to 
a Aort Tue; it will, at leaſt, diſconcert ner 
prefent Scheme. The Intereſt, faid I, whick * 


wehrte l what regards me is very generous” 
and Mind, and as T'Enow that vou would nor | 
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World a bad Opinion of me, I ſhould: make 
no Difficulty of giving my Conſent, without 
ſo much as deſiring to know what this Plot is, 
were it not plunging myſelf into an Arrear of 
Obligations, which I can never propoſe to 
repay ; and therefore m * like other inſolvent 

r are — ta 3. 
of any Spirit; but pardon me, Sir, ſor not 
— you, in the firſt place, my Thanks 
for your ſormer Services, which, if my Con- 
—_—— are more in Number. and 
Value than [Rong rer fin to ö 
n : | 20% H 2005 1 


24 N AI" 
Tom —4 5 0 your W „ Madam, 


r 
werd, bes wich a paſſionate Look, not only. | 
to repay what trifling Services J have done ye 
but alſo ta make me the happieſt Man upon: | 
earth, by only granting the Requeſt of my laſt 
Letter 3 if I am but ſo-happy as to obtain this, 
I hope my Services, and thy e of my 
Attachment, will at laſt intitle me to higher 
Favours. I will frankly own, Sir, that Jour 
own, Merit, joined to your. generous and, . 

manner of doing good Offices, have | 
e my e 
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more, I will honeftly confeſs, that if Fortune 
bad plece] me in à Rank, but near equal to 
yours,” I would have thought myſelf happy in 
being the Object of your Withes; but ſnould 
E in the Diſparity of our Conditions, be fo 
mad as to engage my Heart, what can J ex- 
pect, hut to be haugh'd at by the thinking Part 
ef the World, hated and deſpiſed by your 
Family, and perhaps, at laſt, looked upon, 
cen by yourſelf, as an unhappy Obſtacle to 
the Grandeur of your Houſe? I do believe, 
becauſe” J cannot allow myſelf to think you 
Gpabfe of Impoſition, that your Heart is in 
the Situation you deſcribe it, and that the 
Thoughts of extinguiſhing its fond Deſires may 
be now ſhocking; but call in Reaſon to your 
Aſfiſtance, which, with Time and Abſence, 
will do the Work, and you will then have very 
different Sentiments of my Conduct, from 
whiat you, perhaps, may now entertain. 1 
_ have told you already, Madam, that a Srv 
owes its Riſe not fo mueh to your Charms 
and lovely Form, as to the Beauties of your 
Character; and as it is built on this ſolid Foun- 
dation, it muſt be petmanent. I will frank 
own, that my Youth, and want of Expe- i 


richce; and your Opinion, perhaps, that Iam 
oy liabl 
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liable to the Levity with — 
men are branded, are reaſonable Grounds of 
Diffidence ; but as I deſire no other Faveur, 
but that you would not engage your Heart, 
till ſuch time as you are fully convinced of the 
Sincerity and Conſtancy of mine, your Fears, 
I hope, in that reſpect, will ceaſe; and as ſor 
the Difference of Rank, beſides that Dia. 
rities this way are only made by thoſe, HE 
are led by Pride, Vanity, and Ambition, and: 
are monſtrous Abſurdities; many ' Inſtances! | 
can be given, at leaſt in Fance, where the 
firſt Peers of the Land have preferred Virtus 
and Beauty in an obſcure Perſon, t to Ladies f | 
the firſt Quality; for my part, Madam, 
never was, nor ever, I hope, ſhall. be 10 
intoxicated with vain Pomp and Crandeur; 
as to make them my Idol, or to purchat den 
at the Expence of my Quiet and Happineſy; 
and ſhould my Family pretend to regulate my 
Choice of one with Whom I am to palf my 
Days, they will find it a hard Taſk to perſuade· 
me where my Heart gives Diſfent; and evem 
my Father, whom. Ambition but too much 
ſways, though he ſhould puſhi Things to the- 
Extremity of diſinheriting me, will find that 
weicher the Loſs of his Favour, not his Ur. 
M 3 tune, 
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tune, will be able to baniſh you from my 
Heart, or tu male me alter my preſent Reto. 1 
lution; were the whole World to combat it; 
ſo that if J am fo happy as to gain your Heart, 
I will, I hope, ſur mount all vther Obſtacles 
upon chis, and this only, depends my Felicity, 
and I now expect my Doom ; but in pro-—- 
nouncing it, Madam, let me beg of you, not 
to be inſluenced by vain and imaginary Dif- 
ficulties about Rank or Grandeur; allow your 
Heart to ſpeak its real Sentiments, and if they _ 
daſh my Hopes, I will forever baniſh myſelf 
ſram ycur Sight; but if otherwiſe, do not 
pwlong the Miſery, which the Uncertainty of 
my Fate makes me ſuffer, or rather haſten to 
make me compleatly happy, by acknowledging 
that I am nat indifferent to you. To deſcribe 
what Perplexity I was under while he ſpoke 
would. be. impoſſible; a thouſand Things op- 


poſed my embarking in an Amour, where 


there was ſo little Proſpect of a happy Event; 
but, on the other hand, my Heart bid me 
boldly venture, and declared it was too late to 
think of retreating behind the * 
Reaſon, as it had already yielded itſelf up a 
Priſener at diſcretion. I bluſhed, ſighed, 
dropped @ tender Tear, but could ne 


F831 


ſeized one of my Hands, which he clapt to 
his Mouth, without my being either able, or, 
I fear, willing to withdraw it, and in this, 


Situation did we both remain for ſome Mi- 
nutes; at laſt I ventured. not only to look at 
him, but withdrawing my Hand, begged be 
would remam no longer in a Poſture, which 


neither became him to be in, nor me to allow. 
I ſhall. always obey your Commands, Madam, 
anſwered he, with a languiſhing Look, but 


how unhappy muſt I be, if I find that the ſud- 91 
den Tranſport, which threw me at your feet, 


deceived me in the Hopes. that I had conceived 
from the Concern I ſaw you under; fr 


Heaven's fake, Madam, confirm my happy + 


Conjecture, if I am not miſerably miſtaken, + 


Were I to pretend, Sir, that you have made 
no tender Impreſſion upon my Heart, my Be- 
haviour would give the lye to what I ſaid; and i 


though I tremble to think of the * 
C ee of Placing my. AﬀeRion on a 


ee i the Dread of 3 
Danger, nor of many other Obſtacles, hayve 


been 
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and this Behavi our, no daubt, was enough to 


aſſure him of his Conqueſt. He threw himſelf] 
at my feet, and, in a moſt paſſionate manner, 
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been able to (preſerve my Heart in that 
happy State of Liberty, which it enjoyed before 


1 faw you; I know I will de unhappy, but it is IS 


my Fate, it ſeems, to be ſo. No, Madam, 
cried he, (getting hold a ſecond time of my 
Fand which he kiſſed with an eager Tran ſport, 


before I dould prevent him) if the Poſſeſſion ff 


my Heart will make you as happy as what you 
have now ſaid renders me, nothing can obſtruẽt 
our mutual Felicity; our Union may, by the 
Obſtacles which I indeed expect to meet with, 
be delayed, but I hope to ſurmount them all 
were there a thouſand more in the Way; and 
to diſſipate at once, all your Fears about my 
Conſtancy and Fidelity, I accept of the glorious 
Prefent of your Heart upon this Condition, 
that you will allow it to remain in my Poſſeſſion. 
fo lang and no longer than you are ſure of having 
mine, and that I am certain will be for ever. 
I have gone too far, ſaid I with downcaſt Eyes, 
to reject the terms of Capitulation, and thus far 
I can promiſe, that if I am not yours, I will 
never be another's ; and I, cried he, with a 
Vivacity and a Sparkling in his Eyes which were 
lively; Emblems: of an inward Joy, do ſolemnly 
proteſt and vow, that no other Woman ſhall ever. 
en offer of my Heart or Hand, while yo 
vo my 
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ſmiling, as we have now completed the Treaty 
of our Hearts to the Satisfaction, I believe, of 
both, I think Tam entitled to uſe a little more 


Freedom than ' otherwiſe I would have perhaps 


taken, and I ſhall be obliged to you if you'll | 
help me to unriddle ſome Myfteries, of which 
I can't get at the Bottom? Thave, continued I,” 
been releaſed from Priſon by the Generofity of 
an unknown Perſon, who not only procured 

Bail for me, but paid every farthing of my Ex. 
pence, and furniſhed my Apartment in ibhe 
magnificent Manner you now fee it, without 
my Landlady's being able to learn he Up- 


holfterer's Name who fitted it up, or the Per- 


ſon's who employed him; what Conſtruction 
ought I, in your Opinion, looking earneſtly at 
him, to put upon Liberalities of ſo great Con- 
ſequence? Such Services are not the Effects of 
common Friendſh ip, or Charity, and Tam at 
a very great Loſs how to account for them, 
or how to come at the Knowledge of ſuch a a 
generous and difintereſted Benefactor? In ſome” 


of my RefleQivns upon this profuſion” of Fa- 


vours, I had ſometimes the Vanity to think, 
that there was ſomething more than Friendſhip 
9 in the Motive of ſuch expenſive 


Civi- 
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Civilities, and that what he has done was, an 
artful Contrivance to gain my Eſteem, by a 
Procedure ſo generous, and, by that means, 

to pave an eaſy Way to my Heart; but as it is 

now yours by my own Confeſſion, and that I 

never intend that any other ſhall diſpoſſels you 

of it, give, me your Adyice how I ſhall do-to 
find out this unknown Benefactor, that I may 
return his Money and Furniture, and thereby 
deprive him of a Merit, by which he might, 
perhaps, imagine himſelf ſufficiently authoriſed 
to talk to me in a Strain that I ſhould not much 
ke? I don't doubt, ſaid he, but the Perſon who 
did what you mention is your Admirer, and 
conſequenthy was excited by ſtronger ne, 

than fimple Eſteem, or even Generoſity; 
putting the Caſe upon the footing of Love, — 
that this, was what prompted him to do y 
ſome trifling Services, the Pleaſure he mult haue 
had in obliging a Lady whom he no doubt loves, 
is a, ſufficient Reward; and ſhould he be. ſo 
mean as to make a Merit of it, he ought ra- 
ther to be deſpiſed than eſteemed upon that 
Account; and if he adds, to his Declaration 


of Love, the leaſt Inſinuations of what he has 
done, heſball be repaid of all be can demand- 
1 added he, give me leave to break 


off 
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off out Converſation upon this Subject, and t. to 
talk of ſomething that more ,nearly Concerns, 
yer than this unknown Perſon's G ifts, 

A ment of inkie; Witt, f T wal al 
courſing about your Affair v with Madam Wir 
ricatta, has undertaken to find out who are the 
Perſons whom' ſhe has bribed to be Evidences, | 
and as ſuch Knights of the Poſt always prefer 
the higheſt” Offer, he does not doubt but that 
they may be prevailed with to accuſe your Ene- : 
my, or, at leaſt, to declare upon Oath what 
has paſſed between her and them, which in 
invalidate their Evidence, and make her liable 
to Punithment as the Law directs in ſuch 
Cafes ; but I did not think it was proper to 
csäude this Affair without your Knowledge 
1 For — 4 bw , — 1 4 


tend debevininie whether I ought to approve” 5 
or diſapprove of it; however, 1 Cid with | 
that my Innocence were cleared up, without 
under- hand Dealing in the Way of Counter- 
bribing; which, tho? it is very different from 
my Motlier- in- laws, as her Intention was to 
tender me guilty, and m | 
* 210 abel en ein 990 . mocence; 


im my Hand out of his, ſuppoſe this Nego- 


eee 
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ocence 3 yet the Word Bribery ſounds fo very 
in, that Feould wiſh other Expedients might be 
found ; however, I would be glad to know your 


Opinion to which I ſhall ſubmit mine. My 


dear Miſs, cried he catching me again by the 


Hand, which he took care to kiſs, bow I am 
overjoy'd to find that, even in this trifling 
Affair, our Sentiments ſo well agree; but a8 
our Delicacies may be a little too refined in 


this Caſe, what do you think of putting the 
Queſtion to the Judge, whoſe Lady is ſo much 
your Friend ? If he adviſes you to do it, I 


think you ſafely may; you have juſt explained . 
my Thoughts, ſaid I, upon which my Hand 


had t' other Kiſs, and did not think of pre- 
venting it till too late: But, continued 1 tak - 


ciation ſhould be approved of and executed, 
I hope the unknown generous Gentleman hag 


neo hand in the Plot, and that you'll let me 


know to whom I am to pay the Money and 


- what the Sum is ? You, need be under no Ap- 


prehenſions, Madam, of coming under new 
Obligations to any Mortal upon this ſcore, the 


Gentleman, wbo is to negociate the Affair, has 


Dealings wich your Father, and will place that 
Triſle to his Account; but to whoſe Account 
ſhall 
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ſhall I place, continued he, the tedious, Hours 
that I muſt paſs before I have the Happineſs of 
ſeeing you again? or, rather, how ſhall we 
contrive it that I may ſee you oftener than I can 
propoſe to do in this Houfe'? for I conſider that 
my frequent Viſits here, would give a handle 
to your Enemies to talk to your Diſadvantage, 
and I ſhould love you but little were 
not your Reputation dearer to me than my 
own ; for which Reaſon JI will come here but 
| ſeldom, but at the ſame time I hope, if I can 
contrive it ſo, that we may have Interviews 
.clſewhere, you will not deny me that Satisfac- 
tion, without which I cannot be eaſy ; this is, 
-added he, talking to you in a Stile very different 
from that of a high- flying Lover, and indeed 
very different from that which my Paſſion, 
were I to indulge its Raptures, would put in 
my Mouth; but I chuſe to expreſs it in my 

Actions more than in my Words. I believe 
ſo, ſaid I, interrupting him, and I fancy, if I 
am not very much miſtaken, I have had lately 
| ſome remarkable Inſtances to perſuade me that 
this is your Way of making love; but as I can 


bear the Thoughts of lying under Obligations 
to you, which I would not willingly ſubmit to 


from another, I muſt, to humour your Deli- 


Vo. II. N Cacy, 
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cacy, avoid reducing you to what you may 
think a mortifying Confuſion; and as this is 
carrying my Complaiſance to a Length which 
is not, perhaps, quite conſiſtent with Honour, 
in this Behaviour I hope you will at leaſt per- 
ceive, that I would much rather ſeem ungrate- 
ful by affecting not to know the Perſon WhO 
has been ſo laviſh of his Favours, than to put 
him to the Bluſh by thanking him for them. I 
feel ſuch an exquiſite Pleaſure, Madam, in 
the little Services which I render you, that, in- 
ſtead of laying you under Obligations, I am 
the Perſon obliged, and you deſerve my Ac- 
knowledgements; but that I may enjoy this 
raviſhing Delight in its full Extent, let it not 
be clogged with the Thoughts of your being 
uneaſy or under the leaſt Reſtraint, otherwiſe 
what is now my Happineſs will become a T or- 
ment. Had we the Approbation of our Pa- 
rents, ſaid I, in that Caſe, I might with a to- 
lerable good Grace make free with your Purſe; 
but let me once more beg of you to conſider, 
that you have powerful Relations, who will leave 
no Stone unturned to oppoſe ſuch a Marriage 
as this: They would be aſhamed at ſeeing me 
enter into their Alliance, and tho' I were poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the Accompliſhments that diſtin- 

guiſh 


Noailles and Tencin. 147 
guiſh the fine Woman, they would be looked 
upon as nothing in their Eyes, and you would 
be ruined in the Eſteem of the Public. Some 
People may imagine, that it is a ſad thing the 
World ſhould think thus; but if we conſider, 
we ſhall find they are not ſo much to blame 
as we may at firſt imagine. The Difference 
of Condition is a moſt neceſſary Thing in Life, 
and abſolutely required to keep up that harmo- 
nious Irregularity, which ſprings from the va- 
rious Dependencies of Mankind upon each o- 
ther, and it could no longer ſubſiſt, if ſuch un- 
equal Marriages were tolerated; for if I conſider 
the Situation in which Providence has permitted 
me to be placed, and how very contemptible 
are my Circumſtances, and at the ſame time 
reflect Who it is that propoſes to marry me, 
ought J not to confeſs that an Oppoſition from 
your Family is juſt and reaſonable, and that 
Ambition or Love, and perhaps both blind 
me. I ſhall not contend with you, Madam, 
ſaid he, about the irregular Harmony which 
flows from the Variety of Dependencies ; but 
this I think I may fafely ſay, that in the ma- 
trimonial State, where there is not mutual Loy 6, 
there can be- n Harmony at all; and who in 
his right Senſes would, to pleaſe the Whim of 
fy N 2 ſome 
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ſome vain ambitious Relations, paſs his whole 


Life in Diſcord ? Others may do. as they think 
fit, but for my own Part I am refolved not to 
humour them at the Expence of my Happineſs ; 
and this-not intirely from a Principle of Self- 


Preſervation, tho? that is a ſufficient and rea- 


ſonable Motive, but likewiſe from a Regard to 
Religion ; for how can a Man promiſe and vow, 
in a ſacramental Way, that he will love and 


\ cheriſh a Woman for whom he has no Regard, 
and perhaps hates? This is a Mockery which 
Heaven will certainly puniſh ; and it is, beſides, 


deceiving a Waman in a moſt ſcandalous Man- 
ner, who muſt in the Courſe of ſuch a Mar- 
riage be as unhappy as himſelf, ſhould ſhe ima- 


gine, from his falſe Proteſtations during the 


Courtſhip, and civil Behaviour for ſome time 
after Marriage, that he really loved her. Let 
me therefore, my, dear Miſs, beg of you, onee 
for all, to be perſuaded, that tho' it had not 
been my Fate to have ſeen and loved you, no 


Views of Intereſt or advantageous Alliances 


ſhould ever have tempted me to make my Ad- 
dreſſes to any Woman, whoſe perſonal Merit 
had no Influence upon my Heart, which is now 
yours, and will remain fo white I live ; ; but, 


added he, ſince I aſk nothing of * but to al- 
low 
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low my Heart to remain where I have placed it, 
till you find that it ought no longer to enjoy its 
happy Poſt, you run no Riſk either in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, or even in granting me yours, 
upon ſuch a Condition. Alas ! faid T fizhing 
and the Tear in my Exe, what a wretched 
Creature ſhall J be, if you, either by Choice, 
or Neceſſity, ſhould alter your Mind ! Some- 
thing within me ſeems to dread that fatal 
Event, and yet my weak and filly Heart agrees 
to your Propoſal: You have conquered, Sir; 
but remember, that tho' I now give you my 
Heart as to the Perſon in the World whom I 
think moſt worthy of it, I only engage my 
ſelf and it, while I may do it without Projudite 
to my own Honour or yours; and I, my 
deareſt Charmer, cried he, will ſign to this 
Condition with my Blood ; for I take Heaven 
to witneſs that my Love is pure and innocent, 
and I give you leave, the Moment that I ſwerve 
from the ſtrict Rules of Honour, to look upon 
me as a Wretch who had no other Deſign but 
to deceive you, and to ruin your Reputation. 
Here Mirella (who had retired when the 
Marquis came in) entered, holding a Letter 
in her Hand, which a Footman ſhe ſaid had 
N from one of my Judges, and waited 

N 3 for 
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for the Anſwer. I hope, ſaid the Marquis, 
there may be ſome good News in it; and I 
ſhould be glad to ſhare in the Pleaſure before I 
retire ; you ſhall be ſatisfied about that imme- 
diately ſaid I, upon which I broke open the 
Seal, and looking to the Subſcription I found 
it was from my, young Judge (whoſe Name 
was Gavine) and contained what follows : 


 Mapan, 


HE laſt time I had the Hemur of ſeeing, you, 
I was Foliſb enough to endeavour, all I could, 


to dijſuade you from thinking that any Diſpropro- 


tion in Rank ought to be an Olftacle to your re- 
ceiving the Addreſſes of the Marquis de Noailles, 
er any other Nebleman upon Earth. Mas it not 
a very prepoflerous thing in me (whom I dare 
fay you claſs, or ought to ds it, among the Num- 


ber of your Slaves) to argue ſo flrenuoufly in Fa- 


vour of a lan, whom 1 look upen as a Rival, 


and, which is worſe, whom (from ſome little 


Remar#s' I made white toe were in the Heat of 
our Debate, unob/erved perhaps by others, but 


which could not eſcape the Penetration of one in 


my Situation) I ſiiſpecs to be w_— "oy advanced 


in your nab Graces, 


i: 
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THO the * aw 7 my Heart mn me to 
nde Sides, and, by taking up your Part of the 
Argument, to repreſent the great and, I may ay, 
inſurmountable Difficulties which you muft lay your 
Account to meet with in ſuch an Amour ; yet as. 
it would be giving too glaring an Inſtance of Self- 
| love in me, and ſubmitting to its Influence in to 
barefaced a Manner; I fhall only beg leave to 
ast you if you ſtill perſift in the ſame Sentiments 
with reſpeft to that young Nobleman ? in which 
Caſe only, I preſume to make you an Offer of my - 
Heart; but if, as I indeed apprehend, yours is 
already engaged, I would rather chuſe to make 
myſelf miſerable, than to diſturb your Quiet by Ad- 
dreſſes that muſt be diſagreeable. A Heart, 
Madam, offered in this ſubmiſſive Manner, will, 
I hope, be thought jo inoſfenſtve, that if it cannot 
be made happy, it ought at leaſt to be pitied ; and 
this, I fear, is the greateſt Favour it can exper?, 


er you —_ _ the unfortunate 
= _  Gavino, 


I muſt own that I was glad of having an 
Opportunity, by the means of this Letter, of 
giving the Marquis a Proof of the Sincerity of 
my Affection, and holding out the Letter to 
352) him, 
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him, I beg Sir, faid I, you'll take the trou- 
ble to read this, and to tell me what Anſwer I 
am to make to it. He took it out of my Hand, 
and having quickly glanced it over, if you fol- 
low my Advice, Madam, you will give this 
new Lover no Encouragement, but you muſt 
conſult your own Heart not my Opinion, 
which is, you ſee, ' altogether ſelfiſh, and 
which, I muſt own, is not acting ſo generouſly 
as he does ; this I attribute to the Difference 
of a Paſſion in its Infancy, which is his Caſe, 
and another in its full Growth which happens 
to be mine; but I don't pretend to lay down 
Rules, nor to leſſen the Gentleman's Merit, 
which, if a Judgment may be made by his 
Way of writing, is not deſpicable. Tho” my 
Heart is no longer, faid I, at my Diſpoſal, 
yet I don't think proper to let him know that 
I have beſtowed it on another, particularly 
while I have ſome Intereſt to keep in fair 
Terms with him, at leaſt, fo long as he keeps 
up to the Rules that he ſeems to lay down to 
himſelf; and therefore, with your Approbation, 
I think it adviſable to write in ſuch a Manner, 
as that he may not become my Enemy, nor 
have any juſt Grounds to hope for Succeſs ; 
but if you think otherwiſe, added I, J will, at 
1 once, 
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once, deprive him of all Hope. No, no, 
cried he, "AS: he is one of your Judges, it is 
neceſſary to keep well witch him, till that At- 


fair is over; and therefore I intirely approve 


of your Scheme, and while you are putting 
it in Execution, I will go and ſee how my 
Friend goes on with his about the Evidences, 
which J will let you know as ſoon as there is 
any thing effected; and in ſo ſaying he ſeized 
on both my Hands, and kiſſed firſt one and 
then the other, I dare ſay, a dozen Times, 
with ſuch a ſeeming Extaſy of Delight, that 
J could not find in my Heart to put a Stop to 


his Rapture, tho” it made me bluſh and aſham- 


ed of my allowing him ſuch a F reedom; fare- 

wel, my Charmer, faid he with a paſſionate 
Look which darted to my Heart, think ſome- 
times of one who loves you above all earthly 
Things, and will ſuffer a thouſand Deaths ſooner 
than prove faithleſs; with that he left me al- 
moſt drowned in Tears, and I believe he had. 
enough to do to retain his own, which made 
him precipitate his Departure, 


Warn my dear Marquis was gone, Mi- 
rella, who had retired the Moment ſhe de- 


lvered the Letter, entered, and was greatly | 


alarmed 
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alarmed on ſeeing me all in Tears; dear Mar 
dam, cried ſhe, have I been ſo unfortunate as 
to give you a Letter which has brought you 
bad News? No, ſaid I, my Dear, the Tears 
which you perceive falling from my Eyes flow 
from another Source than Grief; I have been 
melted into Softneſs, not only with the noble 
and generous Behaviour of the Marquis, but alſo 
by ſuch tender Expreſſions, that could not 
proceed but from a Heart ſincere and deeply 
affected; and mine was in ſuch an Extaſy, 
that it muſt have ſunk under the Weight of its 
Joy, had it not found a Paſſage to my Eyes. 
Yow will no more, my dear Mirella, upbraid 
me with cautious Fears and Suſpicions, I have 
given a full Swing to the Deſires of my fond 
fooliſh: Heart, nay I have done more, 1 have 
Exchange, with mutual Proteſtations | of. ace 
nal Fidelity: Had you but ſeen, my dear 
Friend, how artfully he turned all the Services 

he has done me into Fa avours conferred upon 

himſelf, and how ingeniouſly | he prevented, my 
coming to Particulars, you muſt, as well as 
I, have admired his Delicacy, as well; as Ge- 

neroſity; he neither denied nor acknowledged 

his having done me Services, but ſtill hung 


upon 
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upon this, that the Pleafure he found in ſerv- 
ing me ſufficiently recompenſed him ; and 
when he perceived that general Anſwers would 
not do with me, and that I was puſhing hard 
upon him, to deny or confeſs ; being, on the 
one Hand, unwilling to be guilty' of a Lye, 
and, on the other, loth to put me to the 
bluſh by acknowledging all; he at once 
broke off the Converſation, that we might 
diſcourſe, ſaid he, upon an Affair that more 
nearly concerned me, and which he js now 
gone to execute. Indeed, Mirella, inſtead 
of allowing me to ſay that I was under any, Ob- 
ligations to him, he inſiſted that I had merited 
his Acknowledgements, and ſeemed to find 
ſuch an exquiſite Pleaſure as ſufficiently re- 
compenſed all his Favours. How amiable are 
ſuch -Diſpoſitions ! What an Honour are. they | 
to human Nature] and how nearly do they 
make thoſe who poſſeſs them reſemble ſupe- 
rior Intelligences, both in the Rectitude 
of their Natures, and Purity of their 
Paſſions ! A Mind that. deſires. no 


greater Reward for diſſipating Anxiety and 
Care, and diffuſing over the Soul Joy and 
Tranquility, but the ſublime Delight of pre- 
"_ the harmonious * — of the Paſ- 


ſions, 


eee, eee, e ee eee Monty 1 
4 Dar gps 
% 


were 1 only to cenſult my Vanity, would, no doubt, 
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ſians, and af. ſympathizing in thoſe 4 


tisſactions which it has ſpread through the 


grateful Hear: A Mind, I fay, of this noble 


of this elevated Dignity, taſtes 


_—_— and moſt refined Delights that can 


ſwell the human Breaſt. But I don't re- 


. flect that I have a Love-Letter to anſwer, and 


as I have no Secrets but what I can truſt to 
the Diſcretion of my dear Mirella, when 1 
bave wrote the Anſwer which I intend to 
make, ſhe ſhall ſee it as well as the Letter. I 
directly took ie Fen i in my Hand and wrote 


what follows : 


Sin, 
Fol you conſider to whom you"are pleaſed ts 
male an Offer of your Heart? A Girl juſi 
came. out of a Jail, and who perhaps may return 
to it again to receive from yourfelf her Sentence of 


Death. While my Innocence is in doubt, Tam 


unworihy of ſuch a Preſent, and when that is 
chared up, as 1 hope it will, I have a Father, 


without whoſe Authority and Approbation J am re- 


m to receive no Addreſſes. 


8 UCH Sentiments, Sir, as you ſrem — 


be 
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2 22 but the Regard I have for a Gen- 
tleman of your Charafter and Worth, as well as 
the Dependance upon a tender indulgent Parent, 
who has an abſolute Right to diſpoſe of my Perſon, 
are a Check to any foittering Projpe# which ſuch 
Offers as yours might give me; and therefore, Sir, 
you'll oblige me to diſcontinue them not only till you 
are ſatisfied I am no Thief, but likewiſe have 
acquainted my Father with your Deſigns : This is 
my fixed Reſolution, and your Compliance with 
it will convince me that you have hoourable In- 
dinations, and a real Regard for | 


man T ENCIN. 


Here AAirella, ſaid I, giving her what I 
had wrote with the Judge's Letter, you will 
ſee a polite and gallant Declaration of Love, 
and an Anſwer as gentle as a Man can well 
expect, and perhaps in your Opinion, who 
are a warm Friend to the Marquis, a little too 
condeſcending. She took both out of 'my 
Hand, and after reading, I confeſs, faid ſhe, 
that the Judge expreſſes himſelf in fo genteel a 
Manner, that a Lady, tho' ſhe is indifferent 
about him, cannot weli ſeem to be offended at 
his Declaration; and I find, Madam, by your 

Ven. I. O An- 
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Anſwer that my Opinion is juſtiſied'; but as 
you ſeem to give him Hopes, if he can procure 
pour Father's Approbation, ſuppoſe he ſhould 
obtain that, how do you propoſe to extricate 
yourſelf from what I think a downright En- 
gagement with this Gentleman, whom you ve- 
ry fairly authoriſe to addreſs himſelf to your 
Father? and who, I humbly conceive, will 
imagine this Allowance to be as plain a Con- 
feſſion of favourable Sentiments, as he could 
reaſonably deſire, or expect from a Woman 
of your Reſerve and Modeſty. It is, faid T 
laughing, by the Advice of your Friend the 
Marguis, that I am ſo complaiſant in 
my Letter to the Judge, but though I 
tell him that I muſt not receive his Addreſſes 
without my Father's Approbation, I do not, 
however, by this Letter engage to give him my 
Hand upon that Condition, nor even that his 
Addreſſes, in that Caſe, will be agreeable to 
me; but only that I think it my Duty to have 
my Father's Authority and Approbation, befoxe 
Feven allow him to make his Court to me in 
che Character of a Lover: I own this is a 
Fineſſe which my unhappy Affair with my Mo- 
ther- in- Law makes neceſſary, that I may not 
make an Enemy of a Man, who has it in his 


Noailles and Tencin. 159 


Power to hurt me; but when I am got out 
of this Scrape, I am reſolved to tell him plainly 
the Cauſe of ſo condeſcending a Letter, and 9 
beg of him, as my Heart is otherwiſe engaged, 
to abandon an Enterpriſe Which can never 


Hoa Mirella's Aunt came in and deliver d 
me a Packet which Mr. Bo oni the Banker 's 
Servant had brought, and waited below for an' 
Anſwer. I immediately opened it, and found 
under the Cover a Copy of a Letter which he 
had ſent to my Father, with an Epiſtle to my 
elf, both ſo extraordinary, that I think they 
deſerve a Place here, and as that to my Father 
ought to have the Preference, here it is without 


Addition | or Muninutione:, 2 iS {GD 
Mr. Charles Tencin, | \. 
SIR, Naples, it Nag 1730. 


INCE your. Departure from this Place none 
of your Favours are before me; this ſerves 
chi:fly to adviſe, that as the Damſel Mrs, Hen- 
rietta Tenciu your Daughter ſeems to be a young 
Woman of a madeft Behaviour and virtuous Dif, 
poſit ion, have thrown the Eyes of my Affection | 
upon her, aud am inclinable, upon your Approbation | 
O 2 and 


eng Se inner nn rt Ati”. 
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and Compliance, io admit her to my Bed as my laws- 
ful wedded Spruſe. My Stock (as per Fournal and 
Ledger E) amounts to above Sixty Thouſand 
Crowns, and what Portion ſhe is to have is not 
what I chiefly regard; however, for the Sake 
of Exatineſs and Regularity, yyu may mention 
the Sum, that I may, after Conſummation, 
place it to your Account, which i rs the . er at 
Pr gent from, 


Sir, 


Neur humble Servant, 
F ranciſco Bononi, 


P. 8. C. of Exchange. 
On Anf. at Uſce 5 2 
Lond. —— 6 
Ven. and Ram. 3 

Aadrid — 5 


AFTER I had read and laughed heartily at 
his mercantile Demand of a Woman in Mar- 
Tiage, I next read in my own Letter what 


follows: 


Naples 
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Letter 72 this Date. to Alr. Charles 
Tencin your Father. (of. which have- fent 
you ha incliſed exact Copy) will, Contents 
auely « bjerved, inform you of the Needful, Il pen 
his Anſwer comes to Hand, ſhall, without Lofs of 
time, communicate it, and doubt not but you'll do 
Fionour to his Orders in complying with the then 


Regugſt of 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Franciſco Bononi. 


I thought Mirella — 2 killed ber- 
ſelf with laughing at theſe two Letters, and 1 
muſt own the Stile was quite new, and ex- 
tremely laconick; for God's Sake, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, let us have a little Diverſidn with this 
Banker, if it were for no other Reaſon but to 
know how Exchange goes; and if you'll give 
me leave, added ſhe, I will take the Trouble 
off your Hands, by carrying on an epiſtolary 
Correſpondence with him, to make us now. 
and then merry. With all iny Heart, anſwer- 
sd I, provided you don't promiſe” more than 1 

; | O 3 I 
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Fam: willing to perform; ; leave that to me, 

crĩed ſhe, and then fell a writing what m 
to which the hgned my Name. N 


Mr. Franciſco Bononi. 0 


Sin bet ÞV/ Naples, 1/t Aug, 2730+ . 


*OUR Favours of this Date, with Copy of 
yours to my Father, (forwarded, I ſuppoſe, 
per Ja Pe?) came duly to hand, and obſerve the 
Contents. When my Father's Commands appear, 
need not doubt of their being duly complied with, 
where the Balance of Profit is ſo greatly in my 
favour ; mean time, pleaſe to adviſe if have ccca- 
fron for a ſmall Draught on him at two Uſance 
payable in Paris, and at what Exchange, and 
_ at N ts the needfal, Fu KOEN 


= Af Kin, TT F 
TT Naur 2 Servant,” 


Henrietts Tren. 


1 think, faid I, upon reading the Billet, 
you hit the Stile pretty well; but what occa- 
fon was there for aſking him if he would take 
a Bill upon my Father, ſince I am reſolved not 

7104 | to 
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to draw any, or to accept of gh from this 
Banker upon any conſideration. 
much miſtaken, Madam, anſwered ſhe, if his 
Love be ftrong enough to make him riſk his 


Caſh by taking your Bill, but if it ſhould be 


otherwiſe, there is nothing extraordinary i in a 
Woman's having changed her Mind. She then 
ſealed the Letter, and gave it to the Footman, 
who in leſs than an Hour returned with a new 
b which ran thus: TE 


Naples, vi Aug, 3 $730. 
Ms. Henrietta Tencin, 2 


M favour d with yours of this Day! 5 Date. 

acknowledging Receipt of mine, and in anſwer, 
Jules at preſent no occaſion for making Remittances . 
to France, and therefore muſt be excuſed from 
accepting your Draught an Mr. Tencin, who, 
if approves of my Propoſal, may give me Orders 
to furniſh you what NE you was, af am, 
wit 5 aui Respect, 5 


WT. (” Baile Tours, &c, 
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Div not l tel you, Madam, has he Wretch 
loves his. Sequins better than Miſs Tencin, but 
I'll be at him with a vengeance juſt now, and 
if I don't dreſs him, may my Fingers take the 
Cramp· the firſt time I write to my Sweet- 

Mr. Franciſco er Denn 

Sin, 5 W e 
HO my Bills may not bt An 105 b yor, 
others have à better Opinion of them, and a 
greater Regard to my Credit than your laſt Let- 
ter, which is now before me, diſcovers ; for which 
Rzafon have returned your Miſſes, being re- 
ſolved to have ns further Dealing with yon, in 
one Hapr er another; and thirefore defire (aſter 
obſerving Contents) that this and ny farmer may. 
by returned, and that per it Ordinary may 

comitermand former Letter tomy Father," for Im 
noto reſolved neither to g to your Bed, nor to 10 
mit you to mine as a Hucband, - which. ow 
never be _— 7” 


ANTI.” Henrietta Tencin. 


he. * * 


M500 F. an Hour after this Letter was te 


received the following Epiſtle from my angry 
| 111 Lover, 
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Lover, and with it my two former Let - 


Mvar, | 


Lady of Quality, and to lay aſide the mercantile 
Stile, when J do myſelf the Honour to write to 
your future Grace. I ſhall not fail to let your 


Grace's Father, honeſt plain Mr. 'Tencin, know, 


that his Daughter is poſſeſſed with the Madneſs 


of being. one day Dutcheſs of Noailles, and that 
be hooks upon it as the higheſt Preſumption in an 


honeſt Dealer, ſuch as her Ladyſhip's Father, to 


preſume to make love to a Lady of her Grandear. 
My Preſumption, for which I now beg pardon, 


was owing to a miſtaken Nation of the Perſon to 
whom I made my Addreſſes, but as I now know. 


hope your future Grace will excuſe my unhappy 
Blunder; and that I may have nothing by me 
which may recal to my Memory that preſumptuous 
Step, I now. return the Letters which I received 


from Henrietta Tencin, now in petto her Grace 


the Dutcheſs of Noailles. May Heaven augment 
* imaginary * 3 may He be intoxicated 


with 


JS you have Aud gruen mend of 9. Airs S : 
 @ Dutcheſs, it behoves me to treat you with | 
that Submiſſion and Reſpect which are due to 4 


my diflance, and heartily repent my. R aſtneſs n I 
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with the flattering Raptures of her diſtant Bliſs ! 
and after ſhe has for Years enjuyed, in full Frui- 
tion, the dear, the enchanting Deluſion, may her 
Eyes at laft be opened, and ſbe perceive that all 
was but a Dream! Theſe, Madam, or rather 
may it Pleaſe your Grace, are the ſincere Wiſhes of 


f - Jour moſt obſequious 
| and moft devoted as Boing 
| moſt N Rumble Ser vant, 


Franciſco Bongni 


i 


1 DID- wet imsgise, FO Mira he ſhe 
| Had read this Letter, that the Fellow had ſo 
much Humour ; I'll warrant he is very proud 
of this fine ProduRion of his ; but T muſt hum- 
dle his Vanity, and let him underſtand, chat 
he is gone quite out of his Element. As you 
brought me, ſaid I, into the Scrape for your 
Diverſion, I hope you'll take care to extricate 
me in a handſome Manner, at leaſt, I expect 
you'll not let me quit the Field diſgracefully. 
No, no, cried ſhe, never fear, you ſhall make 


a hank Retreat: But as this is a Matter of no 
ſmal 


Noailles ad Tencin, N 
ſmall Moment, and ſhews more Skill than any 
other Part of Generalſhip, I muſt deliberately 
weigh every Word and Phraſe of his elaborate 
Piece of Bombaſt, that I may take it to pieces 
and make the Booby repent his launching 
out into the lofty Strain, ſo unbecoming a 
Man of his Profeffion. My Couſin knows 
ſome Scraps of Latin, 1 will get him to write 
me down half a ſcore Sentences which ſhall be 
my ſmall Shot, and my great Guns ſhall batter 
him with Greet, and as he underſtands neither, 
it does not ſignify a pin whether they are to the 
Purpoſe or not. A propos his School Books are 
in the next Room, and as I would not ſeem to 
be tedious in compoſing my Letter, I will go 
and pick out what comes uppermoſt, and you 


ſhall ce before its long what a Scholaſtic Letter 
I will ſend this Ufurer : And indeed, about an 
Hour or ſo; after, ſhe came jumping in, with 
a ſtrange jumbled Piece of Jargon, which made 
me laugh, tho' I underſtood but very little of 
it, and its Singularity entitles it to a Place 
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By 44 T, Maſter Bononi, does thy Courage 
'  droth at the firſt Frown of thy Dolcinia 
fee upon it Man! Think how Fortune favours the 
Et tu ne cede malis, ſed contra audentior ito. 
Raiſe thy dreoping Head, and remember, 


Os homini ſublime dedit, cœlumque tueri 
Juſſit, & erectos ad ſydera tollera vultus. 


I not the Stature of thy Body comely and grace- 
ful, neither gigantick ner dwarfiſh, thy Coun- 
tenance lovely and majeflick? and as for thy 
Mind this may be ſaid, | 


TIre0 pa year eg bez fe dyn 3rot H dy. 
Owors, &c. - cats 3 


IA warrant nom, youll laugh at a Girls 
Writing Greek and Latin, but let me, my honeſt 
Upſurer,_in the firſt Place tell you, or, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, let old Lucretius give you a Leſſon, 
which you ought to get by heart, and repeat as often 
as you do your Pater Noſter; it may be juſtly 
called the Neſtrum of Neſirums, that infallibly 
cures the Diſappointments of Love, and makes a 
| Man. 


. Noailles, and Tencig. [169 

Man porfeth eaſy tho in Diſerace with the 

whole: Sex, even from the Dutcheſs. to the Cinder- 
wench ; Here's then the Golden Sentence. 5 


Ipſe ſuis pollens opibus, nihil indigus noſtri, 
Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 


I fhall now conclude this Letter with ꝛubat 
Horace addr#fſed ts ſuch a M.ſer as thy ſelf, which 


was the ſecond Thing 1 1 W in the * of In- 


firuction. 


Tantalus a Jabris fitiens fugientia + $3 
Flumgna : Quid rides? mutato nomine de te 
Fabula narratur. e 1 


BUT now 1 think on't, how fool; 5 1 muſt I be 
to throw Pearls before Swine ; my Quotationt are 
guite %; Bononi underſtands Debtor and Cre- 
ditor, and ig poſt Profit and Loſs, where it ought 
to tand, but for the dead Languages he's a mere 
Caput Mortuum ; fo that ont of Compaſſion to 
his Ignorance I muft even let the poor ſtupid Crea- 
ture know the Meaning of theſe conjuring & enentes 
tya 86 8 po ca to ang N 


%. 
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Et tu ne cede malis, fed contra audentior ito. 


That Wb, 


When Croſſes on thee like a Torrent ad 
Rouze up thy Courage, make a noble Puſh. 


O homini ſublime dedit, Cœlumque tueri h 
Juſſit, & erectos ad ſydera tollere vultus. 


Thus paraphraſed ; 


The grov'ling Brute with Head to Earth 
inclin'd, 

Points clearly out for what he was defign'd ; 

But Man, with Face erect, expands the Eye, 

And fondly gazes on the diſtant * 


Now for the Greek. 


Ire un Y £51 O28 Honors bn S. c x; tl 
Ou, Rc. 1 


1X5 


THE Greek is fo troubleſome to one not very 
much accuſtomed to write it, that I did not think 


. proper to tranſcribe the whole Paſſage, as 1 found 
it in the Bock ; I have, however, tranſlated, or, 


more properly Jpeaking, paraphraſed the whole, 
that you may fee what a noble Picture Phocy- 


Jides has drawn a a Man, ſuch as 1 take 
you to be. 


The 


<o 
* 
42 
1 

” 
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The Mind's a Spark divine ſent from above, 
And ſhews to Man th' Extent of heav'nly Love 
But when incas'd as in Bononi's Clay, 

The Brute prevails, the Soul has nought to fay. 


BUT take Cres, my Friend, the next Quo- 


tation will pleaſe thee with its golden 2 harms. 


Ipſe ſuis pollens opibus, nihil indigus noſtri 

Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 
Sic fatur Bononius. — So ſpeaks Bononi. 

While I the precious Ore can raiſe in Piles, | 

With equal Scorn 1 treat your Frowns and 
Smiles. 1 


AND os the Coup de Gans mich 
which I ſhall  canchude my Rin on your 
IVorſhip. 


Tantalus a Jabris ſitiens fugientia captat 
Flumina : Quid rides? mutato nomine de te 
F abula narratur. n 


EVE RY Schol-boy can aides this Paſſuge 
of Horace, jo that I ſhall not trouble myſelf with a 
3 "of "it," only as I happen at preſent to. 

be in a rhyming Humour, I nut give N __ 


cimen gy my Skill in V. er fification. 


P 2 N 
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Bossi thou art ſadly tantaliz d, 

And thy proud Heart is greatly feandali 2˙d; 

To ſee that ſhe like Light'ning from thee fled, 

Whom thou had doom'd a Partner of thy Bed ; 

*Tis hard! *tis wond*rous hard! the dire 
Diſgrace 

Frovokes me thus ——— to lah thee in the 


Face. 


NOW. Maſter Bononi i you have not got 
enough, my next ſhall be fuller ; in the mean time, 
[greet thee well, and am very glad that I can. 
with @ ſafe Conſcience ſay ] heartily deſpiſe thee 
and all thy Droſs, which is the my that 


occurs at r from 
N Henrietta Tencin 


Hap 1 foreſeen the Conſequence all pro- 
roking this Banker, by not only rejecting 
his Addreſſes in the contemptible Manner 
I did, but alſo augmenting his Rage, by Mi- 
rella*s ludicrous Letters; I ſhould not have 
ſuffered her to ſatisfy her Whim z and, indeed, 
I have many Times wondered how I was ſo 
little apprehenſive of the Italian Genius, which 
ſticks at nothing to ſatisfy Revenge. Bouani 


Was 
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was ſo enraged at this Letter, that, upon 
Reading it, he reſolved to have the Marquis de 
Noailles aſſaſſinated; not doubting but this 
young Nobleman was the cauſe. of my rejecting 
his Addreſſes, and that perhaps, he had afliſted 
me in writing my laſt Letter. Such RefleCtions 
raiſed his Rage to ſuch a Height, that he re- 
| ſolved to loſe no Time in executing his helliſh 
Scheme ; by which he flattered himſelf of be- 
ing fully revenged of a Rival, to whom he 
attributed my haughty Behaviour, and of me 
for writing him ſuch impertinent Letters ; not 
doubting but the Death of my Lover would 

be attended with mine, or turn my Brain. 
Having thus ſettled his murdering Scheme, 
his next Step was to find out proper Actors, 
which is no difficult thing at Naples; Aſſaſſins 
being to be found in almoſt every Street; but 
as he was a diffident Wretch, and afraid of 
loſing his Money, ſhould the Aſſaſſins fall, he 
reſolved for the more Security to make one 
of them himſelf, and therefore after he had 
made his Agreement with four execrable Vil- 
lains to be ready. at a Call, he ordered a ger⸗ 
vant, in whom he had an intire Confidence, 
to follow the Marquis wherever, he went in 


the Evenings, and to come directly and ac- 
Fy quaint. 
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quaint him where he was, and. how aecom- 
Danse 


Tux Spy, a cunning Fellow and fit for ſuch 
an Employment, went directiy to the Monte 
dor where the Marquis lodged, and having 
met with one of his Footmen, an Lalian, with 
whom he was a little acquainted, he invited 
him to drink a Bottle of MAuſcadelin, that they 
might rene w old Acquaintance, which che other 
readily accepted. The Spy ſoon diſcovered 
that the Marguis's Footman had too much 
affection for his Maſter to be tampered with, 
and therefore he only made it bis Buſineſs to 
inform himſelf, without Affectation, how and 
where he uſually ſpent his Evenings? My 
Maſter, | ſaid the other, goes three times a 
Week to the Aſſemblies at the Count de Ri- 
| zaralta's from whence he returns generallybefore 

twelve o'clock, ſometimes in a Coach, but 
oftner on Foot, accompanied by the Gentle- 
tleman who travels with him, and lighted home 
with a Flambeau, ſometimes by his French 
Footman, but oſteneſt by me; and I have 
already received orders, as this is Aſſembly- 
Night, to attend him with a Flambeau at 
eleven o'clock, without the Coach, as it is 

= 
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but a Step from his Lodgings to the Count's. 


The Spy being thus informed of what he wanted 


to know, took leave of his Friend, and haſted 
home to acquaint his Maſter, who ſent for the 
Aſſaſſins, and ordered them to meet him, at a 
certain Place near the Count's at ten o' clock, 
each of them with a Sword, a Stilletto, and a 


Mask; all which was performed; and he took 


care to diſguiſe himſelf ſo well, that, even 
without a Mask, which he had, it would have 
been difficult to know him. He poſted the Aſ- 
ſaſſins at little Diſtances from one another, that 
they might not be taken notice of by the Watch, 
and the 1 was, that when he whiſtled they 
were to join him and to tall on. 


Azour twelve the Margui and Colonel 
Mandaville, lighted by the 7alian Footman, 
appeared in the Street, upon which Bononi gave 
the Signal, and the Villains were in a Moment 
with him. The Footman, who was bet- 
ter acquainted with the dangerous Practices of 
the Banditti at Naples than thoſe Gentlemen, 
perceiving five Men at a little diſtance from 
them, and ſuſpecting them of ſome bad De- 
ſign, defired his Maſter and the Colonel to re- 


turn * to the Count's, for he was almoſt 
aſſured 
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aſſured theſe Men, pointing to them, were 
there upon ſome. intended Murder ; the Mar- 
quis and the Colonel laughed at his Fears, but 
they ſoon found their Miſtake ; for they ſcarce 
had time to draw their Swords, when Bononi 
and his four Ruffians attacked them. 


As the Marquis was the only Object of his 
Hatred, and that his Death was all he wanted B 
he himſelf, with two of the moſt deſperate of 
the Aſſaſſins, came thundering upon him, 
while the other two kept the Colonel in play. 
The Marguis was directly run through the left 
Arm by Boneni, but in return he ran him 
quite through the Body, and down he dropped; 
upon which the two Aſſaſſins, believing he was 
killed, and that they ſhould loſe their Money, 
took to their heels. The Marguis immediately 
flew to the aſſiſtance of his Friend, who had 
both given and reecived Wounds ; but the Aſ- 
ſaffins finding they were deſerted by their Party, 
and that the two Gentlemen were an Over- 
match for them, endeavourcd to fave them- 
ſelves by flight; but the Marquis ſeized one of 
them, and the Footman knocked down the 
other with his Flambeau; ſo that they were 


both taken Priſoners. 


TRR 
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The Noiſe of the Combat brought not only 
the Watch, but alſo the Count de Ribaralta, 
with ſeveral other Gentlemen, whom a Ser- 
vant had informed of the Marquis having been 
ſet upon by Aſſaſſins. The two Perſons were 
delivered to the Watch, and Bononi, who was 
not quite dead, was alſo carried off by the 
Watch, whom the Count ordered to: get a Sur- 
geon to ſearch his Wound, and to preſerve his 
Life, if poſſible, that he might loſe it after - 
wards in a more diſgraceful manner; but no 
body knew at that time that the Banker Banoni 
was the Perſon whoſe Life he was ſo careful of 
preſerving. The Count abſolutely inſiſted that 
the Marguis and the Colonel, vho both were 
greatly weakened with loſs of Blood, ſhould 
return to his Palace, and have their Wounds 
viſited and dreſſed there, which, after ſome 
difficulty, they agreed to; and as the Surgeon 
did not think it fit that they ſhould expoſe 
themſelves to the Air after he had dreſſed their 
Wounds, they were forced to lie at the Count's 
that Night, and were only carried in Chairs 
next Day after Dinner to their Lodgings. The 
Colonel wWas much worſe than the een 

| 1 
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having received two Wounds, tho neither of 
them was mortal. 


The two Aſſaſſins, who were carried Pri- 
ſoners to the Watch-houſe, diſcovered the 
whole Affair, and upbraided Bonon: with their 
Ruin, which they ſaw was inevitable, and he 
finding that he was drawing towards his End, 
11 a feeble faint Voice, confefled his Crime, 
and deſired his Confeſſor might be ſent for, who 


| eee an to find him there. 


Next Day the News of this tragical Scene 
was made public all over the City, and it may 
be eaſily judged in what a terrible Situation 
I was, when word was brought me that the 
Marquis and his Friend were mortally wounded 
by Aſſaſſins, headed by Bonoxni, whoſe Life was 
deſpaired of. My firſt Conjecture was that 
Mirella's ridiculous Letters, and particularly 
the laſt, had puſhed the Banker to this horrid. 
Attempt ; and had ſhe appeared before me in 
my firſt Tranſports, I believe: I ſhould have 
reproached her in the moſt cruel and bitter 
manner; but ſhe, poor Girl, had no occaſion 
for any other Puniſhment than what her own 
melancholy Reflections gave her; for ſhe no 

ſooner 
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fooner heard the News of what had happenedg 
than, ſuſpecting ſhe had been the cauſe of Bo- 
noni's furious Attempt, ſhe retired and locked 
herſelf up in her Chamber, of which ſhe would 
neither open the Door, nor make any Anſwer 
to thoſe who knocked at it, which frightened 
her Aunt to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe had then 
Door broke open, and found her Niece lying on 
the Bed bathed in Tears. 


WHEN the Aunt approached the Bed, ſhe 
burſt out, and begged ſhe would let her die 
without upbraiding her with the Folly and 


Madneſs ſhe had been guilty of ; for, added ſhe, 
J am the Cauſe of this tragical Adventure; 


my own Conſcience, more than Mis 'Tencin, 
| accuſes me of it, and Þ am afraid Heaven will 
puniſh me for my wicked Whim : All the Fa. 
vour J have to aſk of you is, to ſend for a Con- 
feſſor to whom I can relate the heavy Weight 
of Guilt that torments me, and in the mean 
Time, let me beg of you to aſſure my dear Mits 
. Tencin, that ſhe- need not wifh me a greater 
Puniſhment than what I endure : I have de- 
ſerved her Hatred, and it adds not a little to my 


Miſery to have incurred the Diſpleaſure of a 
Perſon dearer to me than all the World beſides : 


but 


* 


| 
| 
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but my Death, which muſt ſoon be the Con- 
fequence of one ſo deeply plunged in Grief as 
J am, will J hope attone for my Folly, and per- 

ſuade her that I could not ſurvive the loſs of her 
Friendſhip, tho there were no other melan- 
choly Motives to make me hate Life. 


Tux Aunt was ſo frightened at the terrible 
Condition of her Nieee, that inſtead of en- 
dea vouring to comfort her, ſhe came running 
into my Apartment with the Tear in her Eye: 
Ah! Madam, cried ſhe, upon entering, poor 

Mirella is in ſuch a Condition that the moſt 
hard-hearted would pity her, and unleſs ſome 
Remedy is ſpeedily found out, to diſſipate the 
load of Grief under which ſhe now labours, 

| ſhe will not be alive at this Hour to-morrow, 
and her having offended you is what ſinks 

deepeſt in her Heart. I ſtarted from my Chair, 
and in a Moment all my Reſentment againſt her 
vaniſhed ; and Friendſhip regained its antient 
poſt in my Heart, and even in that Moment 
I thought of nothing but to preſerve my Friend. 

Come, Madam, faid I, let us go and en- 
deavour to comfort the poor afflicted Mirella; 

I hope her Friendſhip to me will prevail with 
her to preſerve a Life on which mine in a man- 

| ner 
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ner depends. Mirella was far from expecting 
a Viſit from me, and was ſo ſurpriſed when 
I appeared before her, that, after giving a 
Shriek, ſhe fainted away; which fo affected 
me, that, more than once, I was ready to ſink 
down, and was quite uncapable to afford her 
the leaſt Aſſiſtance. The Aunt immediately 
ran and got Water, which ſhe threw in her 
Face, and rubbed her Temples with Spirit of 
Harts-horn, while one of the Maids unlaced 
her Stays. At laſt ſhe recovered her Senſes, 
and finding I had one-of her Hands claſped in 
mine which I wet with my Tears, ſhe ſighed, 
and with a feeble Voice told me, that ſhe 
thought my Preſence never would have terrified 
her; but, Madam, faid ſhe, ſuch are the Effects 
of conſcious Guilt : I have by my Folly and 
Madneſs not only provoked Bononi to attempt 
what he has done, but have at the ſame time 
rendered myſelf unworthy of your Friendſhip ; 
and theſe two Misfortunes joined together, 
render me unfit to live lonfer in this World, 
where 1 ſhall never enjoy any Peace of Mind. 

My dear Mirella, faid I, throwing my Arms 
about her Neck, and the Tears guſhing from 
my Eyes, leave off ſuch cruel Language, if 
you are not reſolved to break my Heart. Why 

n — ſhould 
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ſhould you imagine that you are involved in 
Boenoni's Guilt or Puniſhment? if it be true 
that he loves me, and imagined he had a Rival 
in the Marquis, whom TI preferred, were not 
Love and Revenge ſufficient to make him act 
the wicked Part he has done, without your 
Letters, which were properer rather to give 
him a Diſguſt at ſuch a whimſical, giddy- 
headed Creature as I apyeared to be, than to 
iaſpire him with Thoughts of Revenge? and as 
for me, embracing her tenderly, you are the 
deareſt Friend I have upon Earth, whoſe Hap- 
pineſs intereſts me as much as my own, and 
whom I cannot ſee in this Condition, without 
ſharing in your Miſery; therefore, my dear 
Mirella, if it be true that you have any regard 
to my Satisfaction, baniſh the frightful Ideas 
that diſturb your Imagination, and conſider 
that, ſuppoſing (which is indeed a Thing ſcarce 
to be ſuppoſed) your Letters had contributed 
to this Banker's Deſire of Revenge, you can- 
not accuſe yourſelf of any bad Intention or 
Deſign, and examining your Caſe with all the 
Strictneſs imaginable, the worſt that can be 
Laid, is, that you was a little inconſiderate, 
which is no extraordinary Failing in a Girl of 
your or my Age; in ſhort, I am very ſure of 
_ + one 
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one Thing, that no Caſuiſt upon Earth cn 
make what you did, amount to a Crime, and 
why ſhould you therefore torment yourſelf in 
ſo unreaſonable a Manner? O Madam, ſa d 
ſhe, is it true that J am not the unhappy In- 
ſtrument of this tragical Scene? And can I 
flatter myſelf that I have not loſt your Eſteem ! 
As for the latter, ſaid I, you have it as much 
as ever; and as for the former, we ſhall con- 
ſult wiſer Heads than our own ; in the mean- 
time, let not ill-grounded Doubts and Fears 
plunge you into Deſpair, unleſs you are re- 
ſolved to make me quite unhappy. Tho' my 
Conſcience, anſwered ſhe, is not at all eaſy, yet 
as the Dread I was under of having for ever loſt 
your Eſteem, is happily removed by your kind 
Aſſurance, I find my Heart eaſed of a heavy 
Load; and I hope a ſincere Repentance, with 
a firm Reſolution never more to humour my 
fantaſtical Diſpoſition to Raillery, will attone 
for what is criminal in the Part I have acted; 
I muſt however know, added ſhe, by my 
Confeſſor, how far I am concerned in this un- 
happy Affair. This Reſolution was no ſooner. 
taken than executed, ſhe got out of bed, dreſſed 
herſelf in a Morning-gown, and went directly 
to the Capucin Convent, where ſhe remained 
| Q 2 above 
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above three Hours. In the meantime, I re- 
ceived the following Billet from the Mar- 


quis. 


OU have, no doubt, my dear Miſs, heard 

before now of my laſt Night's Adventure. 
The unhappy Bononi has met with the Pun ſhment 
which his Crime deſerved, for Tam told his Hound 
is mortal. As for myſelf, my Wound is but a Ji. ite; 
but I am under ſome Concern for my Friend, whoſe 
Caſe ſeems to be dangerous. In a Day or twa 1 
hope ta have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you ; in the 
meantime, I have defired a Friend to manage the 
Affair of the Evidences, and to let you know his 
Succeſs, The Surgeon teazes me with his Re- 
monſlrances againſt my writing, ſo that I am 
forced to lay dotun the Pen, after aſſuring you, 
that my Mound gives me no other Concern but that 
it deprives me of the Happineſs of ſeeing the dear 
Object of all my TWiſhes, and of protefling at her 
Feet, that without her good Graces Life would be 


a Burd:n to the | 
Marguil de Noailles, 


La me have the Happineſ 


of bearing from you, fmce 
cannot ſee you. 


Tris 


Noailles and Tencin, 185 


Tatrs Letter gave me great Pleaſure, and I 
made no Difficulty of owning it in the follow- 
ing Anſwer. 

Sir, 

F T is needleſs to acquaint you into what a ter 

rible Condition the firſt News of your Diſaſter 
threw me, I ſhall only ſay, that I faund, by a 
ſevere Experiment, you are dearer to me than 1 
imagined, Mere it not tranſgreſſmg the Rules 
of Decorum and Decency, I would with Pleaſure 
pay you a Viſit ; but ſince that cannot be, let me 
beg of you to take care of your Health, if you 
have any Regard for the Happineſs and Trangqui- 


lity of Y 
Henrietta Tencin, 


MIRELLA at laſt returned, and I could 
eaſily perceive by her Eyes, that ſhe had been 
ſhedding abundance of Tears. She owned that 
her Confeſſor had ſeverely reprimanded her, 
and plainly told her, that, tho* the had no bad 
Intention in what ſhe had done, yet as it might 
have contributed to augment the Banker's De- 
fire of Revenge, ſhe was, in that reſpect, 
guilty ; but that if ſhe ſincerely repented, and 

EE Q 3 obſerved 
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obſerved the Pennance he had enjoined her, he 
hoped Heaven would again receive her into 
Favour. She ſcarce had pronounced theſe 
Words, when a Footman came in and told 
me, that Madam Monalee was in her Coach 
at the Door, and waited for me. As I expeQed 
her about this Hour, I had taken care to be 
ready, and propoſed that Mire!la ſhould go 


with me, but ſhe begged to be excuſed, and 


deſired, as a Favour, that I would tell the 
Judge's Lady, if ſhe enquired about her, that 
the was a little indiſpoſed. 


AFTER Madam Mona leo and I had heard 


Maſs, ſhe ordered her Coachman to drive to- 
wards the Sea-ſide, and our firſt Converſation 
was upon the melancholy Adventure of the 
preceeding Night. My dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, 


du are more concerned in this unlucky Affair 
than perhaps you imagine: *Tis reported all 


over the Town, that Bononi was in love with 
you, and that having reaſon to ſuſpect the 
Marquis de Neailles was the only Obſtacle to 
his Happineſs, Jealouſy and Rage had got 
the better of Reaſon and Religion, and hurried 
Eim into Projects of Aſſaſſination. I don't 
pretend, my Dear, added ſhe, to penetrate 

into 
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into the Secrets of your Heart, or to require a 
greater Confidence than you think proper to 


place in me, but only as a Friend to let you 


know what Stories are handed about, and to 
give you the beſt Advice I can, in cafe you 


have occaſion for it. This charming Lady's 
Frankneſs, joined to the Averſion I had all my 
Life to Diſſimulation, determined me at once 
to make her my Confidente, by letting her into 


the Secrets of my Heart, not concealing the 


leaſt Circumſtance of my Amour with the 


| Marquis, and what had paſſed between S gnor 


Gavino and me, as well as the Letters to and 
from Bononi. | 


Your Sincerity and Confidence in'me, my 
dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe embracing me tenderly, are 
ſo obliging, that you may look upon me as a 
ſincere Friend, who will ſerve you to the ut- 
moſt of her Power ; and as an Inſtance of my 
Sincerity I muſt acquaint you that I have been 
ſtrongly ſollicited this Morning by Signor Ga- 


vino, and even by my Hufband, to uſe all my 
Intereſt with you in Favour of the young 


Judge, who loves you paſſionately, and who, 
were you not engaged as you are, would, no 
doubt, make you happy; but I find ſuch De- 


licacy, 


xv 
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licacy, ſuch noble Sentiments in your Lover, 

that I cannot blame your being ſenſible of his 
Merit; and tho' I foreſee many Difficulties in 
your Way to Happineſs, yet in a young No- 
bleman of his Reſolution, Prudence, and Ho- 
nour, nothing is impoſſible, and J don't diſ- 
pair of your being ſooner or later Dutcheſs of 
Noailles. My deareſt Madam, faid I, claſping 
her in my Arms, with a Heart fo full of Ac- 
knowledgement that the Tears trickled down 
my Cheeks, tis impoſſible for Words to expreſs 
the tender and grateful Sentiments of my 
Heart ; your Goodneſs ſurpaſſes all Acknow- 
ledgement, and ſince you are pleaſed to tak? 
me under your Protection I will be intirely go- 
verned by your Advice, and I am hopeful 
when you are a litile acquainted with the 
Marquis, you'll not only Excuſe my Weak- 
neſs, but prevent my being obliged to treat the 
Judge worſe than J could with to do. I am 
reſolved to ſee this young Nobleman, ſaid ſhe, 
and vhen he is ſo far recovered as to go abroad, 
you ſhall give him a Rendezvous at the Aſſem- 
bly, where Iwill go and carry you along with 
me : You can then, my Dear, introduce him 
to me, and I, as he is your Friend, will in- 
vite him to my Houſe, where you can have an 


Op- 
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Opportunity of ſeeing one another, without 
giving the Cenſorious any Handle of exerciſing 
their Malice to your Prejudice. BER” 


AFTER we had enjoyed the refreſhing Sea- 
breeze for a conſiderable Time, ſhe ordered 
the Coachman to return home, upon which 


getting hold of her Hand and kiſſing it, my 
dear Patroneſs, ſaid I, (for ſuch you are to me 


in every reſpect, and for which I can make no 
Return but the ſincereſt Wiſhes and warmeſt 
Affection of a grateful Heart) I have ſtill two 
Favours to aſk of you; the firſt is, That you 

would exempt me from waiting on you home, 
where the Converſation will no doubt run upon 


this unlucky Affair, and I ſhould be terribly 
embarraſſed, and perhaps hear Things ſaid 


which might give me great Confuſion. The 
ſecond Favour is, that you would be ſo good 
as to mention the Affair of the Evidences to 
Signor Monalco, that I may know his Opi- 
nion before I proceed farther. Whatever Sa- 
tisfaction J have in your Company, my dear 
Miſs, ſaid ſhe embracing me tenderly, I will 
deprive myſelf of it to-day, for the very Rea- 
ſon which you have urged, and which I think 
juſt ; for as we expect a pretty numerous and 

_ mixed 
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mixed Company, ſome of them, not knowing; 
you, might be indiſcreet enough to ſay per- 
haps ſhocking things, and this would make me 
very uneaſy upon your Account, for which 
Reaſon I will order the Coach to drive firſt to 
your Lodgings, where I will leave you, and 
then return home. As for the ſecond thing, I 
will ſound my Huſband, and let you know 
after Dinner, by a Line, his Opinion; but ad- 
ded ſhe, when am I to ſee you again? As I 
am unfortunately involyed in this unhappy Af- 
ſair, anſwered I, I am really aſhamed to appear 
any where, and 1 imagine that even in the 
Streets I ſhall be pointed at as I go along, 
while the Story is freſh in Peoples Heads, for 
which Reaſon I think it prudent in me to keep 
within Doors for a few Days; don't you think 
ſo too my dear Madam added I? Ves, yes, 
cried ſne, a modeſt Woman, tho? ſhe may in- 
nocently be the Subject of general Converſation. 
and Town-Talk, ought not to expoſe herſelf 
to the Raillery of malicious or miſinformed Per- 
ſons 3 and therefore I think you are perfectly in 
the Right not to appear much abroad for a few 
Days ; but fince I muſt be deprived of the 
Pleaſure of having you at my Houſe, I will 


come and ſee you at your Lodgings ſome time 
to- 
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to-morrow, and ſpend: an Hour or two with 
you. Tho® I ought to beg of your Ladyſhip, 
ſaid I, not to take that Trouble, yet the Plea- 
ſure of your Company is ſo great, that I am 
not able to uſe any Endeavours to perſuade you 
not to give me that Satisfaction. I am glad, 
ſaid ſhe, that our Satisfaction is reciprocal; and 


that in obliging you I indulge myſelf Shb 


then pulled the String upon which the Coach 
| ſtopped, and a Footman from behind alighted 
to n her munen which _— that 
2. df from x thence fright home: 3 ok 


EY was no ſooner got to my e than 
I was told that a Gentleman had called after I 


was gone out, and as they did not know whe- 
ther I would return-home, or go' to Madam 
Monalcos, he had left a Letter, which I 
found was from the n and contained 
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A ile Letter made me this Morning, had 1 
been at the laſt Gaſp, it would, I dare ſay, have 
giuen'me new Life. Hu rauiſbing is the Foy 1 
feel in reading the tender Concern my unhappy Ac- 
cident gives au, and you may be aſſured, my dear 
dovely Angel, that, as your Tranguillity depends 
upon my Preſervation, I will take a particular 
Care of my Health, which will faon, I hope, per- 
mit me to aſſure you perſonally, that I love you 


-mure than Life, and that while I enjoy it my 


Heart ſhall be wholly yours. 


THE Bearer is the Perſon emplyy'd in ma- 
naging the Affair you know; he has ſucceedel 
in his Negociation, and wants only your Appro- 
bation to bring it io a Concluſion. , yo 


| have ſeen your Fudge, be ſo kind as to let me 


know his Opinion, that I may give the Bearer 
Directions how to proceed. Adieu my deareſt 


Charmer Let me hear from your at leaſt 


once a Day, which is the only Thing that can 
male me ſupport my Confinement with any Pa- 


tience, and without which, let the Conſequence 


be what it will, you muſ? expect, the next Day 


after I have not heard from you, that neither 


Wounds 
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n Feet Wa- na. WAG 
nl. The — de Nonilles, 
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| a . * Madam Mnmales's 
Footman Wm 


his Lady. a: hab 42 "i 6 
M Yr Hucband, my * A, — ha 
 *.. your Friend's Scheme, and defires that the 
Avidences may be brought before him, and ſome 
others of his Brethren, to-morrow at ten "ous 
in this Houſe. © | Arr. ch. 


4 e Gentleman, who was tuaiting my 
Return, I believe, with great Impatience, ſeemed 
to be under no ſmall Concern on ſeeing me tome 
home alone, and asked me the meaning of it, and 
ifl had been ſo good as to remember bis Regugſts 
My anſiuer was, that I had found you. fo much 
afflieted at laſt Night's unhappy Accident, that I 
did nat think proper to talk to you of Love, and 
that I could net prevail with you to come along 
with mie, for Reafons that were unanſwerable, 
He made me no Anſwer, but pretending Jome 
Bufmeſs that called him home directly, we in vain 
preſſed him to flay Dinner; but I fancy he had 
Vo. II. | R A9 
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w great Appetite for Victuals, and it is my api- 
nion you will ſon ſee or hear from him. Adieu, 
ny Dear, believe me t0 be the ſincergſi of your 


N. 
| el Maria de  Monales. 
Tien 3 from the 1003 S986: 96) 
. 2vounded. Perſon: let me nis h tl 
hun bow be is. . 


1 no 79 gs. had ſent.ie 
indloſed with one from myſelf to the Marquis, 
wherein I aſſured him, that he ſhould hear 
from-me every Day, and that when I failed I 
would give him leave to come and upbraid me 
with my Negligence, but not to come abroad 
till that happened; and I was too well pleaſed 
with Madam Monaleo's Project, of being 
acquainted with the Marquis, not to give him 
an exact Account of her Propoſal, not doubt- 
ing but it would be agreeable. * . as I con- 
ob it was to me. xls 6049999; am 
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nen 1 had | finiſhed my Dubbed bo dle 
Marquis, I. wrote to Madam | Monako,. and 
as 1 could not give * en Proofs of my 
Confidence, as well as Dependence on a Lady 
to whom I was ſo, — obliged, I ſent her 
incloſed 
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incloſed his laſt Letter, and told her, that 
henceforth” I would beg leave to communicate 
every thing that paſſed between him and me, 
and do nothing without her Approbation, to 
which I would blindly ſubmit ; adding, that if 
the Judge took it in his head to call at my 
Lodgings, I was reſolved not to ſee him; nor 
indeed even the Perſon to whom I had given 
my. Heart ; for which Reaſon, I begged ſhe 
would be ſo good as to acquaint the Judge, that 
I was poſitive to receive no Waun * * at 


| e 


N peel d de rem nes part of: the A. 
Whey in writing a long Letter to Madam 
d' Allon, in which I gave her a particular De- 
tail of all that happened me, from the firſt Mo- 
ment of my Detention, and ingenvouſiy con- 
feſſed the Situation of my Heart, and every 

thing that had paſſed between the Marquis ant 
me, begging the favour of her Advice, and 
excuſing myſelf for not waiting on her, for the 
Reaſons which I had made uſe of to Madam 
Monalco. Her Anſwer, which the Bearcr 
of my Letter brought, is ſo full of good Senſe, 
Friendſhip, and Piety, that I thought I could 
_ without Ingratitude, deny it à Place in 
R 2 this 
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this Manuſcript, and therefore I have her, a 
err N err of i it. | Fo 


| 7 Received. your. Lottor, 1 W C 2 and 

_beartily wiſh it were in my power to giug 
n a. good Advice, your Situation, at preſent, 
ſeeming indeed to require it; but the ſmall Expc- 
rience I bade of worldly M Fairs, and particulariy 
of Amuurt, nakes me a very unfit Perſon ta con- 
fult with. Befides, were J to endeavour to di. 
ſuade you from a ſerious Engagement with a Man, 
200, in all probability, will meet with great Op- 
Pofation from his Family, would not you tell me 
that it is too late, and that your Heart is already 
deeply engaged ; all the Advice I ſhall therefore 
pretend to give ou is this, that whatever Height 
your Affection to this young Nobleman may riſe 
10, let it never have the Power to make you ſwerve 
ow the firift Rules of Honour and Chaſtity ; 

and if, at any time, your Lover, tranſported ty 
the Vialence of his Paſſion, ſhould preſs you to grant 
him Favours inconſiſtent with theſe, you ought to 
hok upon him as an Enemy to your Virtue, and 
that Moment break off all Correſpondence with him. 
I you objerve this Rule, and fincerely implore the 
Protection of Heaven, your MWiſbes may, perhaps, 
be at laſt accompl, ed; but 7 otherwiſe, youll 


_m 
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All have the Comfort and Satisfuftim of "a Cn 
ſcience calm and ſerene, even when your Hurt is 
tortured with Diſappointment ; and tho it may be 
thought the common Cant of Niins t mtrodute 
Devotion in their D iſcourſes, as well at what 
they write, and is the Reaſon why they are looked 
upon, by moſt of your polite People, as ridiculous 
Creatures, yet as I dow't rank you, "my dear 
Child, among thoſe Contemners of Devotim, I 
Hall, without any Ceremony, earneſtly exhaort you \ 
to it, as the moſt effeiual Means of being tafy 
and happy even in this Warld. Alas ! our 
Minas are generally too much addicted to the Ob 
fefts of our Senſes to dare to ariſe above them. 
This makes'us too often fly from ourſelves, and 
dread the Moments of ſerious Thought and pious 
Contemplation. ——O Religion, how much do we 
wrong thy native Amiableneſs ! How do we deſ- 
piſe the ghrious Privilege of being reaſonable and 
immortal] Nor is it Arrange, fince Religion, the 
Hynqur, the Happineſs of all intelligent Minds, 
1s almoſt every where repreſented to the young and 
ſprightly, as an Enemy to all their Foys ; as in- 
conſiſtent with Gaity and Delight ; and thus our 
Fancies having chathed her in all the dreary 
Pomp of Horror, we ſhun and fly from the ima- 


gined Spectre. How unfair, how unlike is this 
R3 diſmal 
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diſmal Pifture, I could refer to every one's Ex- 
perience, ꝛubo have been ſa happy as to make a 
Trial. But 1. ſhall. end this. Letter, already tos 
lng, by. aſſuring youz that 1 will put up my 
Prayer, Morning and Evening, that Heaven 
may pratect your Innocence in a Situation that re- 
quires, a more than ordinary Degree of Virtue, to 
guard you againſt the moſi powerful of all Ene- 
mies, your own, Heart. Remember, my dear 
Child, that a Maman, who allows berſetf to be 
geluded, is fron deſpiſed by the very Man who 
ruins her; and what renders her Canditien the 
wore deplorable and wretched, is, that no Mor- 


tal pities ber, as an the Caſe of other Aisfortumes. 
1 do not mention theſe Things out of any, Apprehen- 
en of yaur 'ever being juch an unhappy Creature, 


unleſs you indulge your Paſfuen te ſuch à Height, 
that it will liſten no longer to ghe Voice of Reaſon 
or Religion, but 1 hope it wall be lll kept within 


juſt Bounds by a Girl of Miſs Tencin's diſtin- 


guiſhed Virtue, which. is the Ker and ardent 
Wih , 
Your real Friend and Welteoyber, 


Maria d*Allon. 


Tao? 
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Taro? I had all the Reaſon in the e Word to 
believe that the Marquis was incapable of any 
diſhonourable Deſigns, and tho T was ſure 
that my Heart, let its Deſires be ever ſo ſtrong, 
would not harbour the leaft impure Thought, 
far leſs excite me to yield to any diſhonourable 
or immodeſt Condeſcenſion, yet this Letter 
plainly ſhewed me that I could never be too 


much upon my guard, and I vowed within 


myſelf that if ever the Marquis made the leaſt 
Inſinuation that might admit of a bad Con- 
ſtruction, I would never . ſee him more, 


' tho? I ſhould thereby render myſelf miſe- 
rable while I lived; and I therefore refolved 


the firſt time I ſaw him, not only to ſhew 


him this Letter, but alſo to let him know 


the Reſolution I had come to upon it; and 1 
did not wait long before I had an Opportunity 
for the very next Morning, to my great Sur- 
priſe, be came to my Lodgings with his Arm in 
a Scarf. Pardon me, my dear Miſs, ſaid he, if 
I have, preſumed to wait upon you without 
your Permiſſion, but the Joy of bringing you 


agreeable News was ſo ſtrong, that I could not 


reſiſt it. The Expreſs ſent to your Father 
found him Kill at Venice, where an Indiſpoſition 


has 


200 The bn of 


has detained him longer than he intended, 
but as he was perfectly recovered when the 
Meſſenger arrived there, I cannot fay I 
am ſorry that it happened ſo. His Letter to 
you, which he in ſo ſaying delivered, will not 
only ſhew you his Deteſtation of your Mo- 
ther-in-Law's Attempt, but likewiſe inform 
you of his having complied with every thing. 
required of him, in order to invalidate her Ac- 
cuſation; and to prove your Property in 
thoſe Jew; he has ſent a judicial Declaration 
duly atteſted, that they were left you by 
your Mother, agreeable to their Contract of 
Marriage in the Hands of Rentini the Notary- 
Publick, to whom he has ſent an Order to 
produce it in Court; all which I beg leave, 
added he, to put now into your Hands, pre- 
ſenting the Packet, and to make you my 
Compliment of Congratulation on your Victo- 
ry, which is now think abſolutely certain, with- 
out the concurring Aſſiſtance of the Evidences, 
tho I think it will be proper to put it out of 
their power to ſerve your Antagoniſt ; for 
which Reaſon I deſired the Perſon who under- 
took to manage that Affair to grant their De- 
mands, and to accompany them this Morning 
at the Hour appointed to the Judge's, where 1 

Ls ſup- 
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ſuppoſe. they are about this Time; and I wiſh,: 
my dear Miſs, you would. take the Trouble to 
go there yourſelf, not only to knaw What has 


been done with reſpec, to them, but likewiſe 
to ſhew your Judge the Papers I have given 
you, that your Trial may be ſpeedily, brought on, 
if Madam Maricalta is mad enough to. ſtand 
it. He then took one of my, Hands which he 
kiſſed reſpeRtully, and looking, languiſhingly 
on me, tho? it is Death to me, ſaid he, to 

draw me from the Happineſs I enjoy when I 
am with with you, yet the unhappy Condition 
of poor Mandaville, who is ſeized with a Fever, 
of which I dread the Conſequences, forces me 
from you; his Affection and Services deſerve 
my greateſt Care and Concern, and as I have 
ordered a Conſultation of Phyſicians upon his 
Caſe, I am curious to know their Opinions, 
and what they have preſcribed; ſo. that inſtead 
of conſulting my own Satisfaction by prolong- 
ing my Viſit, I will ſhorten it to attend a diſ- 
treſſed Friend, which, with one of your noble 
and generous Sentiments, will be far from be- 
ing conſtructed as a' Compliment paid to 
Friendſhip at the Expence of Love. No, no, 
never be a ſincere Lover, and tho“ I hope you 


Are 
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are very well affured that nothing can give 
me ſo much Pleaſure às your Company, yet to 
deſire it when your Friend's Caſe requires your 


Preſence and Affiſtance, would be a Selfiſh- 
neſs for which J ought to be deſpiſed ; there- 
fore, my dear Marquis, fly I beſeech you to 
the poor unhappy Gentleman's Relief, and that 
I may not detain you a Moment, I will defer 
my Thanks for this new Obligation, under 


which you lay me, as well as ſhewing you a 
long Letter I have received from Madam & A. 


lun, both which you may expect this Evening; 
in the mean time I will go to Signer Monalce's 


and let you know his Opinion in every reſpect. 
Adieu, my lovely Charmer, cried he in a paſſi- 


onate Rapture, who would not adore what is 


ſo lovely in Mind as well as Perſon, I am 


ſure I ſhall while I live, and tho? the whole 


World combined to tear you from my Heart, 
you are become ſo neceſſary to its Happineſs, 
that all their Efforts would not do; and in ſo 
ſaying he left me ſo penetrated, that for ſome 
Moments I ſtood like one ſtupified and in a Le- 
thargy, from which a Deluge of flowing Tears 
only rouzed me. Happy Tencin, cried I, art 
thou then the Darling of the moſt lovely Man 
* Earth? Does he not ſnew thee, by every 

Ne- 


Neailles and Tencin. 203 


Action, by every Word, that his Heart is thy 
- Conqueſt, and, that. his Happineſs depends upon 
having thine? Had I, a thouſand they ſhould al 
be his, _ tho? they were courted by crown'd / 
Heads. I hope he reads it in my Eyes, and 
this is my Happineſs... But poor Fool where 
Duke of Neailles's Son? Art thou not a Crea - 
ture of mean Extraction and without Fortune * 
May he not change his Sentiments? Are they 
ſo pure as they ſeem, to be? Is it not poſſible 
that all his Services, all his Proteſtations and 
ſeemingly modeſt Behaviour, are ſo many Traps 
to delude thee into Ruin? My Heart rejects the 
injurious Thought, but ſuſpicious Innocence 
bids me beware. Well, I will keep a ſtrict 
Eye over his Conduct, and if J find him devi- 
ating in the leaſt from the honourable Scheme 
that he ſeems to have laid down, Farewel Love; 
I will bar the Door againſt all thy Deceits, and 
baniſh the dear deluding Man for ever from my 
Sight; but I forgot that I have my en 
Letter to read and the other RR Id 


Ir began with many bitter e e iv | 

his Wife, whom he treated with no better 

Homes, than Perfidious Woman, abandoned 
Wretch; 


rr 


* 
, a n e * Wo - e 
. . CR OO OM” i 3 » 


mY 


LEO TTY 


as Rar A ate 0 
a n =; 
8 ne A'S 4 . 8 2 — 
; BZ Rug rr 
_ 7 
. 


204 The Abvxvrukzs of - 


Wretch ; "te chen made great Ericomiums on 
the Generofity and Friendſhip of the Marquis, 
but, my dear Henrietta, aid I not now the Ex- 
tent 5 your Virtue, by Inflances very much to your 
Honour, and to my. own Confuſion, T ſhould be 


| alarmed at the extraordinary Civilities of this 


young "Nobleman, believing them to flow' from o- 
ther Motives than Gtneroſity ; and when I conſi- 


der his Rank, cannot alleto myſelf to imagine, 
the? he were his own Mater, that he will fa- 


crifice Ambition to Lobe; and therefore if be pro- 
feſſes any fach Thing to you, I is probably by way 


| of Amuſement, or perhaps from a worſe Motive; 


in both which C aſer, ſhould you allow your Heart 
ta be captivated, you muſt lay your account 
with Diſappointments and C roſſes, which a pru- 
dent Woman would by all Means endeavour 15 
void. He offers me, in a very friendly Man- 
ner, the Intereſt of his Family and Friends at the 
French Court, and J here tranſcribe the very 
Words of his Letter. © Your unhappy Mar- 
© riage, Sir, will, T ſuppoſe, induce you to 
* think of leaving this Country and ſettling in 
* France, where the Intereſt of my Family, 
© join'd to that of others not leſs in Favour, 
© will, I hope, be able to procure you an Em- 

0 * ployment fit for a Gentleman, and, T will 
* boldly 


e boldly venture to promiſe you their Protec- 
tion ; in which Caſe, I. ſuppoſe you will 
| J „think it proper to order your Children to 
follow you to France, and as 1 intend to re- 
turn thither by the way of Rome and Gena, 
- where I propoſe to embark for Marſeilles, if 
you will authoriſe me to bring your Daugh- 
ters along with me, you may depend upon 
my diſcharging that Truſt, with all imagi- 
* nable Care; and, I beg, Sir, you'll do more 
| J - Juſtice. to my Honour and the Regard I have 
to your charming Daughter, (for whom in- 
© deed I have a very particular Eſteem) than 
to reject my Offer upon Account of my be- 
ing a young Fellow unmindful of a young 
Lady's or his own Reputation. Airella, 
whom ſhe loves, will, I dare ſay, be glad 
to accompany her, and that there may be no 
room left to find fault with my being in her 
Company, Father Faſepb, her Confeſſor, who 
« intends to fet out ſoon, for Paris, ſhall be 
© her Guardian from the Moment ſhe leaves 
© this Place till he has delivered her into your 
Hands; ſo that as you and I are Countrymen, 
it cannot be thought ſtrange, that I ſhould 
ac company your Daughter, particularly as 
< ſhe is going by your Orders to join vou.“ | 
Vol. II. 8 TAI 
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THIS; "my ied One PIER 
what he wrote, and as my intention is to ſend 
for you and my little Flora as fron as I am ſettled, 
T leave it intirely to your otun Choice to accept or 
refuſe the Offer which the Marquis makes con- 
dutting you to France; if you come along with 
him, you may ſbetu this Letter to Signor Rimini 
the Banter, whom I hereby authoriſe to advance 


yeu to the Extent of a hundred Spaniſh Piftoles, 


for | which he may draw on Meſſieurs Caſſino 
and Co. in Genoa, who have Orde''s to honour; 
his. Draught. Fail nat to write to me on the 
Receipt of Fhis, to the Care of the ſaid Gentle- 


men at Genoa, whether you intend. to leave Na- 

© ples in company with the Marquis and your Con. 
 feffor, which indeed 1 think you may ſafely do, I 
mean without giving the Warld an Oppertunity of. 
talking to your Diſadvantage, ns Father, Joſeph, 


will Hill be along with you ; tho 1 muft ewn 1. 


have ſo geod an Opinion of this young Nebleman' 3 
Hanour, that I ſhould make no difficulty ta ru 


you to his Conduct, tho the Confeſſor were 1 


evith you. I fball add e more; my dear 


rietta, but my, Bleſſmg to you and. little ' 3 


and that I ſhall, long to. hear ref your happy Deli- 
59 OW * ene 'of a baſe Motber- in- 


3.5 Law, 


3 ˖ eo" : 
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Law, wich I hope the Papers ] have 1 will 
nn bring about, and I ever am 


Var Hal, Father, 


n Te W 
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Fro” I was very ſoon determined as to 
what would be moſt agreeable to me, yet I 
reſolved to conſult with my Friends, Madam 
de Monalco and Madam & Alln, before I came 
to any Reſolution of going along with the 
Marquis, or afterwards by myſelf ; and I muſt 
confeſs that had their Opinions been againſt my 
going with him, it would have given me great 
Uneaſineſs. I ordered a Hackney- Coach to 
de called, and went by myſelf, for Mirella 
was gone to Church, to my Judge's Houſe, 
whom T found at the Door. Your coming, 
here, Mifs, ſaid he, has prevented my ſending 
to your Lodgings; your Antagoniſt's Evidences' 
have declared upon Oath before me and ſome 
of my Brethren what will convict her of Subor- 
nation, and as I believe ſhe will not eaſily getz 
others ſo fix for her Purpoſe, I ſee no Reaſon 
for prot rating the Trial. I believe, Sir, ſaid 
I, you'll be confirmed in your Opinion by the 
Papers I have juſt now received from my Fa- 
2 | S 2 _ ters 
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hs, and che T have brought along with mes 
nat * might Tay chem bebe you; and in ſo 


rt I Preſented the Packet, I mean my 


Father's Declaration, not thinking it con- 


venient to ſhew him his Letter till I had con- 


ſulted his Lady. You have now, my dear 


| Miſs, ſaid pe; after he had read it, what con- 


vinces me, and I believe will every one of your 
Judges, of your Tnnocence; and we will order 
the Plaintiff to prepare immediately for Tryal, 
which I fearce believe ſhe will be ſo mad as to 


ſtand. Iam now going out, added be, but 


my Wife, who is in her Clofet, will be glad 
to ſee you; come, ſaid he, taking me by the 
Hand, I will introduce you before I go, and 
before I return I will give proper Directions 


that notice be ſent to the adver ſe Party to pre- 


pare for Tryal in three Days. Madam, ſaid 
he, to his Lady on our entering the Cloſet, 
wiſh your Friend joy on her having received 
from her Father what muſt ſatisfy her Judges, 
and the whole World, of her Innocence I 
will leave you together; but I expect, Miſs, 
ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to me, to ſind you 
here at my return, and then left us. My 
dear Madam, ſaid I, when we were by our- 


ſelves, mo it was my Duty to wait upon Signor 
Monalca 
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Monalee the Moment I received my Father's 


Declaration, yet I muſt own that I ſhould not 
have been in ſuch a Hurry, had not ſomething 


elſe obliged me to come and beg the Favour of 
your Advice; here, Madam, continued I, 


preſenting her my Father's Letter, you will 


ſee it is left to my Choice either to leave Naples 
very ſoon, or to remaim ſome Time longer in 
it. Were I only to conſult the Intereſt of my 
Heart, I ſhould be at no Loſs how to deter- 
mine my ſelf, but as it is too deeply engaged 
to judge  impartially, or even to liſten to what 


| Obſtacles Reaſon can ſuggeſt, I reſolve not to 


be determined by its Deciſion, unleſs it is 
thought reaſonable by Perſons under no Pre- 
poſſeſſion, and thoſe Perſons are your Ladyſhip 
and Madam d' Allun, on whoſe Friendſhip and 
Judgment I can ſafely depend and regulate my 


| Conduct. | 


Tur Lady took the Letter out of my Hand, 
and while ſhe was reading that Part of it which 


propoſed my going along with the Marquis, 


I could obſerve a viſible change in her Coun- 


tenance; I trembled at the Thoughts of her 


declaring againſt my going, and even began to 
repent that I had ever mentioned the Affair to her; 
* Þ ſke- 
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ſhe eve the Letter in her Hand a conſiderable 
Time after ſhe had read it, and ſeemed to be 
conſidering what ſhe ſhould fay : At laſt turn- 


ng to me, my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, you can't 


imagine what a ſhock this Letter gives me, 
by which J ſee at once that I miſt ſoon loſe 
you, (this beginning rouzed my drooping 
Spirits and diſſipated all my Fears) but I ſhould 


look upon myſelf as no ſincere Friend, were 


Ito prefer my own Satisfaction to your Intereſt 
and Happineſs: I conſider that beſides the Sa- 
tisfaction of being in company with the Man 
you love, your going to France is a favourable 
Step towards your Union with him, and 
as you are to be a ccompanied by the good 
pious Monk and Mirella, the moſt rigid Zea- 
lots have no Room to criticiſe your Conduct; 
ſo that I muſt, in juſtice to Truth, own that 
my Opinion is for your going with this young 
Nobleman, in Caſe he offers himſelf, as no 
doubt he will, to be your Conductor. This 
favourable Deciſion gave me ſo much Pleaſure, 
that I could not hinder myſelf, upon the firſt 
Impulſe of it, from claſping her in my Arms, 


and owning my Joy; but tho” every thing 
ſhould ſucceed to my Wiſhes in France, ſaid 


I bghing, I ſhall no more have the Happineſs 
of 
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of ſeeing the dear and generous Madam A- 
nalco, to whom my Heart is attached beyond 
Expreſſion: T am not behindhand with you, 
my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, in regretting the Loſs 
of a Perſon, in whoſe Friendſhip and Com- 
pany I propoſed fo great Satisfaction to myſelf, 
but it would be an unpardonable Selfiſhneſs in 
me, to prefer my own Gratification to your 
Happineſs; and as your going brings you 
nearer to the Accompliſhment of your Wiſhes 
than ſtaying here, I ſhould not look upon my- 
ſelf as a ſincere Friend, did I endeavour to- 
_ diſſuade you from what is no doubt your In- 
tereſt, as well as agreeable to your Inclination. 
Had not this dangerous young Man, added 
ſhe ſmiling, come to Naples, I might have, 
flattered myſelf with the hopes of having 
you ſettled among us; for, in that Caſe, I. 
preſume you would have conſented to make; 
our young Judge happy, who is, to do him 
Fuſtice, a Man of Merit; but as your Heart 
is otherwiſe engaged, and that your Lover 
ſeems to be not only deeply ſmitten, but alſo 
by his Actions hitherto ſhews nothing but ho- 
nourable Intentions,. I ſhould think it mean 
and cowardly in you to be diſcouraged by 


Obſtacles, which I hope his Courage and Con- 
ſtancy 


5 
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ſtarcy | will ſurmount. How happy am. I 


Madam, to find that your Sentiments agree 
% well with my own, and that I have your 
Approbation to what gives me, I mult confeſs, 


great Pleaſure. I will now with your Per- 
miſkon, take a ſtep to the Convent ; fer tho? 

Signor Meonalc: deſired I would ſtay here till he 
returned, as S;gnor Gavino may probably come 
along with him, I would willingly avoid his 
3 I conſent to your going, ſaid ſhe, pro- 
vided you will promiſe to come here once every 
day while you remain at Naples, and that you. 


will let me know the fuſt Time the Marguis 


comes to viſit you, that I may have an Oppor- 
tunity of being acquainted with him ; for I 
ſuppoſe this unhappy Affair of Bononi's will 
make you very indifferent or rather averſe from. 
appearing at the Aﬀembly. I am indeed 
aſhamed, faid I, to appear in ary publick. 
Place fince this unhappy Affair, and nothing 
but your abſolute Commands could prevail 
with me to go to the Aſſembly or any publick 
Face while this Adventure is the $1hjcEt of 
Converſation. 1 then enbraced this ear 
Lady a ſecond Time and leit her, ordering the 


Coachman to drive to the C ere l 
had a long Converſation with Mavam i 


and. 
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143] 


and 3 e 8 perfectly 2 it 
that L returned Home very. well pleaſed with 


my Morning's Work, and fully reſolyed to 
agree to go along with the Marquis the Mo- 
ment he ſhould make the Propoſal; but at the 
ſame Time to take no notice of any ſuch De- 
ſign unleſs he mentioned it firſt. As 1 had 
promiſed to let him know my Judge 8 Opinion 
of the Paper my Father bad ſent, I immedi- 
ately wrote him what Senor Monaleo had faid 
and incloſed Madam d Allon's Letter in mine, 
which I directly ſent by a Porter to his Lodg- 
ings, from- whence he returned 0 an Hour 
. wa following Billet. | Do NS 
7 Do with all my. 3 my "dar Mz fs. approve 
of Madam d' Allow 8 Scheme, and the mo- 
ment I deviate from it, let me be puniſhed as ſhe 
propoſes ; tho my Paſſion i is violent, it is not vi- 
cicus, nor ever will it force me to ask any Fa- 
wours, but what you. in honour. may grant for 
Heaven's ſake baniſh all ſuch Suſpicions, and be 
aſſured that never Flame was purer than what 


you have kinaled in my BY eg. 
* 7 
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Lua tenipted more than once to beg of you this 
Morning lo read your Father's Letter; but the 
Dread I was under, finding you averſe to my 
Projett of having the Pleaſure of waiting on you 
to France, fopped my Mouth; but if it be true, 
that I am the happy Object of your Acfection, you 
cannot but be ſenſible that it is the Intereſt of our 
Love, that you not only condeſcend to your leaving 


this Country, but likewiſe to allow me (as it ſeems 


to be agreeable to your Father's Inclination) to ac- 
company you. . Hall not be eaſy while I am un- 
Certain what Reſchution you have taken, and if it 
is contrary to my Wiſhes, I fhall conclude all my 


Hopes leſt, and myſelf undone. Let me, however, 


know my Fate, for a State of Uncertain'y is more 
mmſupportable than to be certain ef one Misfors 
tune, in which caſe there it a Remedy that will 
make me ſoon inſen/ible of Pain or Pleaſure ; fir 
if I muſt leave Italy without you, my Life will 
be miſerable, and therefore the ſooner I get rid of 
it the better; and th my preſent Indiſpoſetion is 
far from being dradly, a hearty Fever (which I 
hape will happen upon your rejecting my Requeſt). 
may reduce me, in a ſhort time, to as bad a State: 
os poor Mandaville's,” of whoſe Recovery the PHY. 


ficians have loft all Hopes; and if you pronounce» 
| the 
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the Sentence which I dread, if we don't go to- 
gether, I all not be long behind him; which is 
all 1 ſhall add, but that I will, without mur mur 
ing, ſubmit to my Condemnation, and give the 
World me Inſtance of a faithful Lover in 0 5 
N 4 the ae 8360 


Marquis .de Noailles. 


Evzar Word of the laſt Part of this 7 lee 
was like a Dagger to my Heart, and I reſolved 
to loſe no Time in diſſipating his Fears; for 
which Reaſon I immediately took Pen and Ink, 
and wrote what follows : | 


Six, | $2.8 
TY Father's Defire of my going to join him 
' in France, under your and Father Jo- 
ſeph's Conduct, was perfettly agreeable to 1] 
Inclination, and yet, m dear Marquis, as. the 
Warld is terribly cenſorious,  [ will. frankly own to 
you, that I could not come to'a Reſolution before [ 
confulted 'with Madam Monalco and Madam 
d' Allon; but as they think I may, without Pre- 
judice to m Reputation, accept of you as my Con 
ductor, I jayfully- embrace your Offer, and ] 
be reach to ſet aut whenever \ you think proper, 
Pro- 
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3 4 3 and Mirella , or r ſome other 
IVaman, ge along with us for the fete of De- 
corum. If cur Separation had been 4 means of 
ſhortening your Life, I am fore, it wault net have 
been the means of 77 longing mine, as its 2 1 bi. 
neſs depends on yaurs ; but let us think no more of 
ſuch diſmal Things © your preſent Buſineſs is to tak 
all pefjible Pains for the ſpeedy Recovery of your 
Health, that wwe may fet out, upon cur Trave's, 
which J long to begin, for ſeveral Reaſons which 
Hball iet ycu know at meeting. A propos; Madam 
Monalco has laid ber Commands on me, to let 
her know the 2 time you favour me with a ' 
Viſit, becauſe ſhe will take that Opportunity of 
being in company, and converſing with you z but 
I defire you may net come abroad till you are per- 
fedtly 1 recovered, i if you would wiſh to ob; ge Pp 


— | 2 enci XC ſir: 


- 8 .. 2 


* ordered the ſame Porter to rt this Let- 
ter, who ſoon returned with the following ore 


Anſwer. 


YO UR dear phe my Ne IVY makes me 


1 thouſand times happier than 7 can expreſs ; 


7 Fern! in your complying with my Requeſt, the 
A 
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accompliſhment of all my Ii bes. You have ſent 
me a Balſam which will ectualiy cure all my 
Ailments, *nay, I am already well.——To-mor- 
row, after Dinner, I will wait uten you," to- 
concert our Method of travelling; nothing can put 
a Sto) to our ſetting out; but Mandaville's un- 
happy Condition; but fince Pm now ſure that my 
dear Miſs Tencin is to go along with me, alittle 
| Delay gives me no Pain. Adieu, dear charms 
ing Creature, no Man was ever happier than 
your Letter has made. 


The Marquis de Noailles, 


Waen the Porter returned, I ordered Mrs. 
Moroſini's Maid to aſk him what he muſt have, 
but ſhe brought me word, that inſtead of aſk- 
ing me any Money, he told her he would have 
a Maſs ſaid for me to-morrow Morning, the 
Gentleman, to whom he carried my Letters, 
having given him more than ever he gained in 
a Month, and ſhewed her a Span; Piſtole, 
which the Marquis had given him. 


As L had now finiſhed the Work [ the Day, 
among other Reflections, I conſidered, that 
as Madam Maricalta was my Mother - in- law, 
Vol. Il. | 5 tt 
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it was my Duty to prevent her being expos'd, 
and not to_ imitate her Example; and there. 
fore I reſolved to write her a Letter adviſing 
her to withdraw her Accuſation which my Fa- 
ther's Declaration would, 1 had Reaſon to be- 
lieve, effectually deſtroy, and the Confeſſion 
of the Evidences, whom ſhe had ſuborned, in- 

volve her in a Crime for which the Law would 
condemn her to a corporal Puniſhment; in 
Purſuance of this Reſolution I wrote her the 
following Letter which I ſent next Morning 
by Mrs. More/ini's Son, by whom I received an 
Anſwer, and here are Copies of both. 


Mapan, 
"HO your repeated Attempts to ruin my Repu- 
tation, (without any other Renjon that I can 
think of but my Averſion to your Marriage with 
my Father, which by your own Confeſſion you 
ened to be juſt) might in ſome Meaſurs autho- 
riſe a Deſire of Revenge, yet as a Chriſtian I am 
obliged to pardon, my Enemies and to forget In- 
Juries ; and as a Daughter-in-Law I think my- 
ſelf obliged, notwithflanding your cruel Treatment, 
to prevent, if poſſible, your coming under the Laſh 
of the Law as a Criminal of the worſt Sort, In 
the firſt Place, I am io acquaint you that your 
| Evi- 
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E videnc es have declared upon Oa th, in Preſence 
of the Fudges, the Offers you made them, and every 
thing that paſſed between you and them, by which 
the Crime of fuborning i tneſſes is plainly made 
out againſt you ; in the next Plate, J have re- 
ceived a judicial Declaration from my Father, 
proving my Property in thoſe Fewels whith you 
pretend I flole from you, and as a Proof of this, 
bis Contract of Marriage will be produced on the 
Tryal, which I am told by ſame of my Fudges ts 
to be brought on in three Days, as they are note 
' convinced of my Innocence, and of your having 
falſely accuſed me of Theft. This is, "Madam, 
the true State of the Caſe at preſent, and as 1 
ſhould be grieved to ſee your Crimes made publick, 
and you puniſhed for them; therefore, as a Friend, 
I would adviſe you to withdraw your Accuſation 

before it is too late. You may, perhaps, think 
that this is an artful ( Contrivance to frighten you, 
and to fave myſelf by your dropping the Profect- 
tion; if this be your Opinion, go on; but let me 
ada you to inferm yourſelf fir/t, by applying ta 
our Fudges, whether I impoſe pen you or a 

which is all T ſhall add but that 4 am, e 
M. ADAMg,** 
Your nit obedient Servant, 


Henrietta Tencin. 
17 0 
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1 ET no Kinder by the Bearer of my 
Letter, who was only told that next Day an 
Anſwer would be fent to my Lodgings 3 this 
Delay I judged was on Purpoſe to inquire whe- 
ther Things were really as J repreſented them, 

and did not doubt but that, when ſhe found 

I had told her nothing but Truth, ſhe would 

de very glad to get out of the Scrape at fo eaſy 
a Rate; however, as I had done what I thought 
my Duty, let her Fate be what it would, ſhe 
could not juſtly accuſe me of unfair Dealing g. 1 
was. ſcarce out of bed next Morning when an 
unknown Perſon delivered the following Letter 
to the Maid, 1 that it required no 


Anſwer, 


I T was generous | in yju, Miſs, to put your 
E nemy upon her Guard, and this Action great- 

J augments the Horror of my Crimes. I thought 
my Scheme was ſo well laid that it could not peſſi- 
bly miſcarry, but I now find that Providence has 
viſibly protected you againſt all my Attempts ta 
bring about your Ruin. My accuſing you as a 
Thief was out of Revenge for your refuſing to be a 
Whore, upon which Account only J married 


your Father wham I did not toe, not doubting 
but 
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but when 1 was under the fame Roof with you, 


4 ſhould. Conquer your  Obſtinacy by 7 e 
Stratagem, or Force, no Matier which. . IM 
SOM E ſmall Remains of $ — have deter- 
mined me to avoid publick Puniſhmen A and with 
that View 1 intend to retire to ſame private Cor- 
ner of the Morld, where I will ſpend the Remain- 
der of my wretched Life in Obſcurity, and, 7 hope, 
a * Repentance. The ſame Bearer who de- 
livers this, bas a. Letter 10 Si gnor Monalco, 
wherein I withdraw my Accuſation,, and declare 
that the Fewels to which 1 pretended a Right are 
Dur Property, and were left you by your Mather ; z 
and that be as well as the, ther Fudges may. 4d. 
mire your Virtue and Generofi ty, I have ſent 1 in- 
cloſed your Letter to me, which prevents my bring- 
ing en 4 Tryal in which I muſt have been caſt, 
and they obliged ta puniſh me a, the Law directe. 
Before this, Letter reaches you 1 am gene, that 7 & 
may avoid being arreſted, and 1 Hall — 5 add, 
that 1 hope At ifs Tencin will not only pardm wy 
abominable Cruelties, but alſo put up her Prayers 
10 Heaven fer the G n an of the unfortunate 


x 7 i 
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Thien ſage * movin ina per- 
ſon's acknowledging their Faults, all Reſent- 
ment ceaſes and Sentiments of Compaſſion take 
its Place. What will become, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, of this unhappy Woman! Will ſhe not 
de expoſed to all the Miſeries of Want and 
Poverty in a Place of the World where ſhe has 
neither Friends, nor any thing of her own to 
ſupport her? I wiſh with all my Heart ſhe had 
thoſe Jewels which are the Cauſe of her being 
forced to this deſperate Courſe : I confe ſs that 
the Recovery of them as her Property by Law, 
would have given me great Uneaſineſs, as it 
muſt have branded me with t he ignominious 
Name of Thief; but as ſhe has now renounced 
all right in them, and that they are my own, 
T wiſh from my Heart ſhe had them; and I 
doubt not but my Father, whatever Indiffe- 
rence he may have for her, would approve of 
my making ber a Preſent. of them, when he 
knows how unhappy ſhe: is, and a ſincere Pe- 
nitent. Perhaps, added I, ſhe may not be as 
yet gone, let me therefore, without loſing a 
Moment, write to her not to go till ſhe re- 
ceives thoſe Jewels, which the Judges cannot, 
I preſume, refuſe to deliver now upon a De- 

* mand 
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mand made; but may ſhe not perhaps imagine 
that this a Trap laid to amuſe her till a War- 
rant be granted to have her taken up. Such a 
Suſpicion; one would: think, ought not to take 
place againſt one who had ſo frankly fore warned 
her of her Danger; but leſt it ſhould, I will 
ſend her an Order incloſed im my Letter to the 
Clerk of the Court, to deliver the Jewels to 
the Bearer, and adviſe her, if ſne does not 
think herfelf ſafe at home to retire to ſome 
private Place, from hence ſhe may ſend the 
Order by a Perſon in whom ſhe can conſide. In 
the mean time, I will manage Matters ſo, that 
there ſhall be no Difficulty about the Delivery 
of the 3 to the Bearer of . Order. 


| Tuns Scheme I dec put in execution, 
and diſpatched Mrs. Moroſini's Son on Horſe- 
back, for the more Expedition, ordering him 
not to deliver the Letter to any but herſelf, - 
and to bring it back if ſhe was not to be ſeen: 


But when he arrived at her Country-houſe the 


Doors were all ſhut, and not = OO 
tobe 0s * 0 


As the Court was to ie this: Do Siem 
Monales produced my Father's Declaration, 
the 
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the Affidavits of the Evidences, and Madam 
 Aaurialta's Letter, and thereafter moved that 
my Bail ſhould be diſcharged, the Jewels deli- 
vered to me, and a Declaration ſigned by the 
Bench, that the Accuſation brought againſt 
me by my Mother in- Law was ſcandalous and 
malicious, even by her own Confeſſion; all 
which was agreed to, without Oppoſition, and 
Clerk was ordered to give me an Extract, 
without Fee or Reward, to deliver me up the 
Jewels, and to go himſelf to the Priſon, where 
he was to raze my . of the Regiſter 
— there. | 


Teus I got un of this — Affair by 
the indefatigable Application of the Marquis, 
who ſpared neither Pains nor Coſt to bring it 
to a happy Iſſue, and God knows what might 
have been the Event, had not Providence 
e 100 to Adiſtance.. of 


As I had not as yet mentioned any * of 
my leaving Italy to Mirella, 1 put my Father's 
Letter into her Hands, and, after ſhe had read 


it, aſked her Opinion. There's only one 
things ſaid he, that, I can urge as an Objec- 
tion. 
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tion againſt your accepting this Propoſal, and: 
indeed, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, it is not at all mates 
rial, as it only regards myſelf, and T'ought not 
ſo much as to mention it; but my Attach» 
ment to you, Madam, and the Giief it gives 
me to tþink of our Separation, which muſt, 
if you leave this Country, be the Caſe, do, in 
ſome Meaſure, excuſe my Averſion to that 
Project, and tempt me to wiſh that it may not 
take place, unleſs I am allowed to accompany 
you, Allowed, cried J haſtily, I would have 
aſked it as a Favour of you to go along with 
me, had I not been apprehenſive, that the 
Thoughts of leaving your native Country 
would have afflicted you, and I was willing to 
know your Sentiments, upon that Head, be- 
fore I directly put the Queſtion to you; but. 
ſince, to my great Satisfaction, I find you. 
have no Reluctance to what gives me ſo much 
Joy, I ſhall only aſſure you, my dear Friend, 
that if we cannot live comfortably in France, I 
will return with you to Naples; and I, ſaid 
ſhe at the ſame Time claſping me in her Arms, 
will live in any Part of the World on Bread 
and Water with you, rather than ſubmit to a 
Separation. Our mutual Joy upon the Con- 


cluſion of this Agreement was interrupted by 
the. 
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the Arrival of a Footman with a Billet from 
Madam Adonalco, which contained * cheſe 
ſew Words. 


O BLIGE me, "my dear 2h, „ e 

ing me with your Company to-day at Dinner. 
N eglect nothing in point of Dreſs : I would have 
you put en all your Charms for Reaſons I ſhall 
communicate to you at meeting, which will be at 


ene o'clock, when 1 will call upon you. I am, 
Lurs, 
Maria de Monalco. 


AnD you ſhall be obey'd, ſaid I to myſelf, 
when I had read this Billet. I had a Deſign 
to. dreſs me before I received it, becauſe I ex- 
pected a Viſit from the Afarguis in the After- 
noon, but this Deſire of Madam Maonalcos 
flattered my Vanity, and I was ready to in- 
dulge ſomething of the Coquette, and with 
the greateſt Alacrity reſolved to comply. 


By Coquetry I would here be only under- 


ſtood to mean, that I would employ all my 


Skill, in rendering myſelf as agreeable as poſſi- 
ble: For the moſt perfect and exact Decency 
un 
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in Dreſs ought never to be diſpenſed with, 

and we ſhould always endeavour to adorn our- 
ſelves modeſtly; ſince not only our natural 
Prudence, but Self-Love demand it- When 
a Woman ſhocks this native Innocence, this 
eſſential Delicacy of her Sex, ſhe loſes the Ad- 
vantage of all her Charms: Her groſs Deſire 
of pleaſing is alone taken Notice of; and thoſe 
| Graces, that would have been otherwiſe-irre- 
ſiſtable, don't reach the Heart: She gives not 
that ſolid Pleaſure which ariſes" from a Paſſion 
founded upon Eſteem, on Virtue, and conſci- 
ous Honour, In ſhort, ſhe only contributes 
to debauch and enervate the Mind, and ſo far 
from rendering herſelf amiable, becomes more 
diſtaſteful than the deformed and the ugly, if 
they have a greater Regard to Decency. It is 
true, that with a wiſe and chaſte Behaviour, 
ſhe:wwill hear fewer Encomiums on her Beauty, 
fewer: Proteſtations of Love; but her Virtue 
would inſpire her Admirers with Awe, and att 
Affection that fills the Lover with Diffidence ; 
and tho? fewer would applaud her Charms to 
her Face, more would feel the Effects, and 
would mention them if they durſt. 


| 2 Ta” * 
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RefleCtions, T began to "think what could be 
the Meaning of this Lady" $ recommending | 
Dreſs | to me in ſo particular a Manner, but the 

i i838 {Þ HF 7's 

more [ thought of it, the more I was bewil- 
dered ; and therefore Tefdivey not to puzzle 
my Brain about it, but to wait, Vier Patience, 


the Explication from herſelf, _> 


* 


4 Þ 


Avobr one 0 clock her Coach ſtopped at 
our Door, and in a Moment I was with her, 
My dear Miss, ſaid ſhe when J was ſeated at 
her Side, my whimſical Billet this Morning no 
doubt ſurpriſed you, and I dare ſay your 
Thoughts have been employ'd in finding out 
the Meaning of my recommending Dreſs to 
you in ſo particular a manner; but there? s no 
more intended by it, than that my Character 
of your perſonal Accompliſhments, - to a Lauy 
who is to dine with us to-day, might r not ſeem 
to be exaggerated, and therefore 1. was willing 
you ſhould; ſecond your natural Charms with 
the additional Luſtre which they receive frory 
Dreſs : This is all, ny Dear, added ſhe taking 
my Hand in her's, and 1 hope you'll der 


the Trouble I have given you, with a View 
to 
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to, make this Lady acknowledge that I am 
A Judge of Beauty. As this Lady > Madam, 
ſaid I ſmiling, will not look upon me with the 
ſame Eyes that you do, ſhe will diſcover many 
Faults which are not viſible. to one ſo "much 
prepoſſeſſed in my Favour as you are, and I am 
afraid ſhe will ſoon perceive that Friendſhip 
repreſents my. Charms to you quite other, than 
what they will appear to any indifferent Per- 
fon; however, you ſee, Madam, that i it is not 
my Fault if that Lady, condenms your Taſte, 
ſince I have been at more Pains to give myſelf 
Airs than becomes one in my Situation; for 
what muſt. ſhe or any body elle, who has 
heard of  Bononi's Story, think of a Creatures 
drefling ſo. coquettiſhly and flaunting about to 
ſhew_ herſelf, and who ought rather to ſhut 
herſelf up in a Cloſet, and weep her Eyes out 
for having been the Occaſion of ſuch a Diſaſter. 


Lcannot allow myſelf to think, faid the, that 
it is in the Power of Malice itſelf to render you 


acceſſary to that Madman s Crime; if his Paſ- 
ſion or Jealouſy got ſo far the better vf his Rea- 
ſon as to hurry him on to murder a Rival, ſuch 
Events are no doubt very diſagreeable to any 
Woman of a tender and compaſſionate Diſpo- 
ſition, and, muſt give her 9 Vncaſine ; : 


» a 


Vor. II. U but 


© 


230 The ADvEnNTUREs/of 
but I can ſee no Reaſon for her | ſhutting 
herſelf up and excluding herſelf from all Socie- 
ty upon any ſuch Account, unleſs that ſhe 
can accuſe herſeif of having been an Accom- 
plice, which I think no Mortal date lay to 
vour Charge; and therefore, my dear Miſs, 
it is carrying your Delicacy to too great a 
Height, to imagine that you are involved in 
this unhappy Affair, otherwiſe than that your 
Charms inſpired the Banker with a Paſſion 
which his Reaſcn could not maſter, —— 
Berg the Cœach ſtopped, and ſo men an End. io 
bur Sennen 0 57 


2 


WI were * ſeated aki the. Lady: in 
queſtion arrived, and a little after her the 
Abbi Peluci, with two other Gentlemen whom 
I had never ſcen before. After, Dinner I was 
afraid the Converſation would turn upan 

Bononi 3 Affair, but I found at this Time the 
Proverb verified, that a W ſender laſts only a 
few, Days in a great Ton. A Gentleman's 
| having been condemned to the Pillory- for mar- 
rying two Wives, was the general Topic, of 
Converſation, and to my great Joy it was the 
Subject entere#/upon by this Company: Eyery 
one ent their * in their Tum; One 


of 


o 
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of tie Gentlemen, who- did not ſeem to think 
Polygamy ſuch a Crime as ſome others, ſaid 
ſmiling, that he did not think the Aabamctan 
Syſtem, with reſpect to Marriage; ſo prejudi- 
cial to the fair Sex as ſome were apt to imagine; 
for, added be, the Turks generally chooſe one 
of their Wives for Intereſt, and the reſt for their 
perſonal Merit; ſo that among them a young 
Woman, tho? ſhe has no Fortune, has at 
leaſt an equal Chaner to be married, as ſlie 
who is rich, and a much better Chance for her 
Huſband's Favours than the other; whereas 
among us Chriſſians, how often di we ſee ex- 
quiſite Beauty neglected for want of a Fortune 
on her Side as well as on the Man's; wle not 
being rich enough to ſupport a Wife and 
Ohildren without the Aſſiſtance of a Portion, 
js forced to ſtudy: Intereſt) in the Affair of 
Matrimony more than Inclination ? and if he 
cannot bring himſelf to this mefoenary Way 
of thinking, he muſt remain à Batchelor ra- 
ther than marry the Woman be loves; and 
therefore I conelude that the 7 wt ks. are very 
much obliged to Mahemet for allowing them 
Pluralit) of Wives. Tbe waole \-Company 
laughed at this whimſical Obſervation” of the 
ne it gave Madam Monalcn an 
4 Op- 
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Opportunity of engaging, the, Jearned Al, 


Peluci in a Diſcourſe upon the pi urkſh Religion. 
As I never read the Alcoran, ſaid the, I ſhould 

| be obliged to you, Sir, addreſfing herſelf to the 
Abbé, if you would let me know ſomething of 

5 Mabomet s Syſtern._ Ie is no eaſy Matter, Ma- 
dam, reply 'd be, to range Mahomet's Syſtem 
in ſuch Order, en any Judgment can be 
formed of it, not only for the Obſcurities, but 
likewiſe for the ContradiRions \ we meet with in 
it 3 fot inſtance, in the Chapter of the Fable, 
he fays that Fewr, Samaritans, Chriftians, 
all that ſhall have truſted in God and believed 
the Reſurrection of the Dead, and done good 
Works, ſhall be exempt from Affliction, and 
they ſhall have nothing to fear at the Day of + 
Dae ; Fometimes again he denies it: "As 


is God, are Wee and the Lolas Th 
Parad; iſe is forbidden to bim that fays God 
hath a Companion equal to himſelf, but Hell 
hall be his Habitation. Sometimes he promiſes 
the Grace of God to all "thoſe that do good 
Wofks, provided they believe the Unity. of the 
Deity, a thing which he is very inſtant in re- 
A "And | ſometimes he fays, that 
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I, 24 TED IT 


by EE is oo only Way of ER and Salva- 
tion, ary moſt every where teacheb t. pro- 
mote it oy Foce of Arms, v nich does not 
well conſiſt Wich Bis feine Meir" fr ir 
all Relig ions equally” intitle Men to the Favour 
of God, what Neceſſity was there for fo much 
Bloodſhed to propagate Mahometi int Tistrus, he 
teaches not only one Supreme, hut one ſingle and 
ſolitary Deity infinite in Eſſence and Power, and 
condemns all thoſe trifling Deities, which render- 
ed the Pagan Neligion ſo contemptible. He ac- 
knowledges that "this Deity governs the Werd 
by his Providence, and that all is' ſubject to 
bis Empire, even Things natural, fortuitous 
and contingent, and the Motions of the Mind: 
of Man. He preaches in general that God i is a 
Rewarder of Virtue, and that be will repay 
Wickedneſs with ſuitable Puniſhments. He 
extols the Mercy of God, and declares that he 
invites Men to Repentance. He exhorts to 
gogd Works, and allerts the Refurre&ion 
with a final Judgment of all. Men at the Con- 
ſummation of the World. By t all theſe things 
which: are fo ſpecious , and plauſible in them- 
ſelyes, are but as Sugar blended with His poi-. 
ſonous Doctrines to make them bs allowed 


2 


more pleak ingly and unadyertedly, | e 
* 0121 opp» 
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| iT "tis Beole was ab er 
t compoſed of 'Parts ſo looſe and 
incohererit among themſelves, that tiꝭ Wonder 
how they that read it with ſo much Admiration, 
da not . For it . ; 
gether, me any other Connedtion than 
they have by Chance; and it is ſufficiently 
apparent that it was eompoſed at ſeveral times 
and by divers Hands, and not followed accord- 
ing to one uniform and continued Deſign. For 
he mingle therein the Hiſtories before the La, 
with thoſe after it; ' thoſe of the Ne Teſta- 
ment with the Wars of his own time, and” 
ſometimes divides one into two or three Pieces, | 
and at other Times moulds two or three into one. 
Prayers, Promiſes, Exhortatians, Admonitions, 8 
Commandments and Laws, Privileges and 
Hiſtories; Deſcriptions of Paradiſe and Hell, 
Philoſophy and Divinity after his Manner, Fa- 
bles of time paſt and future, the Number of 
the celeſtial Orbs, and the Death of a Cow, ard 
to be found jumbled together in one and the 


ths? 


ſame Chapter, 
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Bl NE} be a " pretend M tbuck 5 
all the-zidi ulous. Tenets fo this Jnipoſtes,. and 
therefore; Mall only mention his wild Notidns 
abqut the Creatig da his Deſeriptian of Heaven 
Paradiſe e e e nu Angel _ 
Galicien who: v ag} 2 vormk ve eee, 
nul E eas 8 ür Send Van 

He fays Men, were;created of Shadow. and 
Devils of Flames of Fire, And-gs fur the Crea: 
tion of the reſt of the Iniverſæ, he, relates it 
in this Manger ? God greatec the Earth in to ; 
Days, and faſtened it ta, tha Mountains a8 1 
were by Anchors and Cables. In the two next 
Daya he fed, A. ;lorts.of n 9 ſpring. * 


the, Ear "being, thus f m We 
Exhalations and Stęame, of wbich he, farmed 
the Heayens in; two other Dazs, in which he 
placed the Stars, and gave them principally in 
habe 15 Shalg away the Devils, by dhe Splen+- 
thejr Light,. when they go to ſpy Whar 
ehe. ark ball tin n 011 "352.0? 
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As to he Paradiſe which he promiſes to his 
true Believers, it is an L Jay bitable Argument 
wt that 


4 


in og ] 


that theMind * eee ſeduced 
by carnel Inclinations, and ſubverted with the 
Love of Women, and that his Intention was 
to. inveigle the. Minds of others by the fame 
Baits of Laſeiyiouſneſs. For wich what Feli- 
cities in the Heavens above does he feed their 
Hopes ?- They ſhall be, ſays he, in 2 Paradiſe 
watered with fair and delightful Fountains, 
which ſhall flow as gently as if they were of 
liquid Chryſtal. They ſhall lie and repoſe in 
the Shadow, under the Cool of thick-leaved 
and ſtately Trees, which by their own Motion 
ſhall intwine into pleaſing Bowers. There 
ſhall they eat all Sorts of delicious Fruits in al 
Seaſons, and ſhall be recreated with the. Melo- 
dy of ten thouſand little Birds warbling among 
tbeir Branches; wherewith ſhall be mir ingled | 
theConcert of moſt harmonious Eiben 8 an 
melodious Voices. There Attire ſhall be mag | 
nificent and triumphant, as of Silk purfled with 
Gold; and bedecked with Jewels and Pearls. | 
They {hall ſleep on Beds embroidered with 
Gold; their Pillows Mall have great Pearls 
hanging at the Corners, and their Curtains | 
ſhall. be beſet with Jewels beyond Value and 
Number, and, what fickles bis Fancy moſt, they 


ſhall each have their Wes tranſcendently 
beau - 
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beautiful, With their Bikbfts Gclichtct pores? 
berant; nd 7 od Eyes ie Jet eiter in” 
iey Man banquet ien eln err? 
0 liverted 80 
reations that can 


NE they ſhalf be ſerved at £ their 
lets DEA r beautiful your 
Lads more ſmooth than Pear Is them elves, 4 
perfumed with Odors heyoud that of Am El 
gris, and the moſt fragrant of Arabia." hat 
can be concluded from this Dyſeription af his rare” 
Paradiſe, but that Matiomet: was whoth of 
Fleſh, and there” was nothing ſtiritaal beft inf 
Soul 2 n "as f or Hell, he Ba tha t the 
Wicked ſhall be 5 qormented w 
Flames, and ſhall beg for 4 little Water to te. 
pond upon which little 

ere eee 
pe and cory oding 1 

Bow els, au yet Yar te ; "that they 

ſhalt” be fed «gat: their Wil with Trat 

which kal bel ike Fite in their Ste 

and they thall be'Hoathic 40 u er 

in ing Pitt, Abd wer grkat 'Collirs of burning 

a Fire Fabel the ie Necks wich u gfeat many 

5 Abfurdit ities, Which 1 förbear mentio ning? 


and now come tö hies ae ito "Paradiſe 
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; according 1 to the "Kecount gi given by his princl: 
pal Doctors /and Th terpreters in two Books. 


He entered: f. a th hey, in the firſt Book, into 
TT firft He 50 being mounted upon Albo- 
„ A "Animal ſomething . bigger than an 
Mt, 4 50 dei a human Face; * where be. ob- 
ferved that this firſt 8 phere \ was of fine Silver, 
| and ſo'thitk as would : | require the Space of od 
h undred Years tobe travelled over by a Foot- 
man. "There they found an Angel i ſo high as 
| it would be a thouſand Years Journey from his 
Head to Hi: Fo 0 4 with ſeventy Thouſand 
other auger, each of which had ſeyenty thou- 
ſand Heads, every Head ſeventy thouſand 
Horns , every Heim ſeventy thouſand Knots, 5 
and the Diſtance of berg Ve Journey be- 
tween one Knot and another. Alſo every 
Head bad feventy Wola Faces, in every of 
which chere Side! ſeventy thouſand Mouths, in 
every Mouth ſeventy thouſand Tongues, and 
every Tongue Tpoke a thouſand Pag, 
in which' they praiſed God ſeventy thouſand 
Times a-day; ; 2 nay inaginie what a' rare 
hbledivus Noiſe they nude. Tn the ſecond 
Heaven, which is made of burnithed Gold, 
they fourid 4 great Multitude of Angels g ITN 
wlan che former, a whom there k $579 


"Ie whoſe 
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whoſe F ect touched the Earth, and his Head 


the <iphth Heaven. "is ar m 


101 


ſaw him in one of the e | 


"0. \ * 


ut 
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theſe were but Pigmies i in co 2mpariſon, o of an- | 


F *;, 44% et 


who was ſo prodigioully great, that i he ſhould 


hold all the World i in the Palm 0 'of ns Hand 4 


TIT it's 


he could nevertheleſs ſhut, it, Yet "Pefwixt bim 
and thoſe which. were in 15 fa urth "Heaven, „ it % 


| bard to ſay whether there were any "Proportion, 
unleſs ſome new, Geometry | be, und out to. expreſs 


it. For. every one of them had ſeventy Pair of 
Wing, in each of which were ſeventy t Hu- 


I and e e ſeventy; Jour | 


ad Ce! Ong. But as fo r; him whom they 
1 in the fifth Sphere, he | OY with their 
Briareus never,upderitood any t thing o f him; 
for what Was he with hi s hundred Hang t. to the 
Angel that opened, ls Gi 10 dem, who bad 
feven thouſand Ar en at at, tl de End of each of 
which, be moyed ſeventy thouſand Hands? In 


28 5 


the other hore they ſcarce found Angels of 
ſo enormous a, Stature; But 1 in the eighth 


Sphere they beheld I I cannot tell what buge Gi- 


ant ſo dreadful, . that he could | have, ſwallowed 


the Globs, of the Earth, and Sea as [eaſily as a 
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4 this 
44 . ET * Aw. * r 43d ata Mya Af 
the other Bos] b recited the Diſtoutſ 


His Doctrine; and here it is that the Sir it of 
Error and Lying diſplays its Full Sails,” He fays 
? God created a large Carton or Paper- Volume, 
"and a Pen of fo rare à Shape, that it was five 
hundred Days Journey 3 in length, and four and 
twenty in breadth ; and that with this Pen 
which has four and twenty Points, he writes 
continually ir in that Paper 7 that ever was, is, 
or ſhall be, in the World. That the Light of 
the Sur and. the Moon were equal in the Be- 
ginning, ſo the Day could not well be dlſtin- 
guiſhed from the Night; but che Angel Ga- 
briel, as he flew by, ſtruck the Moon with the 
End of his Wing, and made it loſe half its 
Light. Mention is made there of an Ox, W 
ſo. immenſe a Greatneſs, that between each of 


his Horns (whereof he hath forty) there is the 
Diſtance of a thouſand Years Journey. And 
yet, he ſays, this Ox is under the Earth'which 
Navig ators can fail round® in abou "a Year. 


Aud le /t the Sea ſbould complain Ter Hg 
1 
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1 of Maboweical Monſters, he, aſſigns a Fi to 
it, whoſe Head is in the Faſt, 3 abd Tall in the 
Weſt, which carries on his Back the whole 
Earth, Seas, and Mountains. 4 heavy Load 
indeed. He makes Rats to have been pro- 
duced in the Ark of. the Sneezing of a Hog, 


and Cats of the Sneezing of a Lyon. Perhaps 
| by Reaſon of the Reſemblance of their Snout and 
Muzzle, —— And he ſays that Seraphiel (ho- 
ſoever he be is not worth much Enquiry) on 
the Day of Reſurrection, ſhall by ſounding a 
Trumpet of five hundred Years Journey long 
puff outgall, the Soule of the deceaſed, which 
being ſo diſperſed about the World ſhall fly 
about, every one ſeeking its own Body. It is 
ſurpriſing that the Turks,who are in every other 
Reſpect Men of Senſe and Reaſon, ſhould ſeem 
to believe ſuch” monſtrous Abſurdities, and I 
dare ſay the wiſer Sort among them deſpiſe 
them as much as we can do; but the Generality 

olf them are ſo ſlaviſhly attached, or, rather, ſo 
inſatuated with the inſpired Author of their 
Religion, the thrice holy Mahomet (as they 
term him) that they i imagine there's ſome alle- 
gorical 1 couched under the moſt ſhock- 
ing Abſurdities which he advances, and thoſe 
among them who are of better Underſtanding 
:; Vee X > "Ie 
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are forced to be ſilent. Lab Herb this learned 
Abb+ left off ſpeaking, and received the Com- 
pliments of the Company for his curious and ele- 
gant Diſcourſe. 


Tur Lady, whoſe Curioſity Madam No- 
nalco's pompous Deſcription of my poor Perſon 
had excited, having full) viewed me from 
Head to Foot, and finding, I ſuppoſe, nothing 
extrabrdinary about me, got up to be gone, on 
à Pretence of Buſineſs, which gave me an Op- 
portunity of imitating her Example; and as the 
Lady of the Houſe was conducting me to the 
Door, I aſked her ſoftly if ſhe inclined to ſee 
the Marquis in caſe he came to my Lodgings 
that Afternoon. Yes, yes, faid ſhe, let me 
know when he is with you and T'll come dire&- 
ly; adieu; I know you are impatient to be at 
home, and I don't blame you for it. — But 
now I think on't you muſt ſtay till the Horſes 
are put to the Coach. As it is but a Step to 
my Lodgings, Madam, anſwered I, I will 
walk home on foot, and ' orily beg that your 
Ladyſhip will allow a Footman to go along 
with me. Well, well, faid ſhe ſmiling, I 
muſt yield to your Impatience, tho' it gives 


me Pain, and thus we parted; 1 drivinghome, 
as 
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as faſt as my Legs could carry me, and I be- 

lieve I might properly enough ſay that I flew 
on the Wings of Love; but I needed not to 
have put myſelf out of Breath ; for by the fol- 
| lowing Letter which was waiting for me, I found 
T was to receive no Viſit that Day, and I fent 
Madam Monalco word by her Servant, that 
the Viſit I expected was deferred, for Reaſons 


I ſhould let her know at meeting, 


1 . bave the Happineſs, ary 43 Miſs, 
of ſeeing you this Afternom. Poor Manda- 
ville is. Juſt expiring ; and tho he has acknow- 
 kedged that he had informed m Father »f our 
Amour, and preſſed him ta call me home as the” 
only means to make me forget you, yet his Death 
gives me great Concern ; bat what will ſurpriſe 
vou more than this poor Gentleman f unhappy Fate, 
is nut only the Death of Bononi, which happened 
early this Morning, but his having left me (as 
an Attonement for attempting to take away my 
Life) twenty thouſand Crowns, of which his- 
Executor came juſt now and made me an Offer, 
and · deſired to know when I would receive the 
Money. I asked the Gentleman if the Deceaſed 
bad any near Relations, in which Cafe I was 
r/alved not not to accept of his Legacy ; 1 br as he tald 
X 2 me 
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me that be had none behides himſelf, wha was only 
his fecond Couſin, - [thought proper to accept of it, 
and to-morrow Morning I am to receive this large 
Sum; and do you know, my Charmer, what uſe 
Fintend to make of it ® My Father loves Mandy ; 
now here is twenty thouſand C rowns which makes 
about a hundred thouſand French Livres, to this 
I will add a hundred thouſand more, which I will 
privately borrow from a Banter at Paris, and 
Tam ſure my Father will be very glad of Miſs 


Tencin yr his Daughter-in-law with two hundred 


thouſand gord Livres, thi) ſhe were a Cobler's 
Daughter z and 1 think with one hundred thouſantl, 
nay indeed without one ſingle Livre, the greateſt 
Peer in the Univerſe ought ta think himſelf huppy 
in the Poſſeſſin of ber lovely Perſon. This Mo- 
ney ſhall be remitted in your Name to France, 
where I will take care to have your Fortune made 
known, which I hope will produce a very good 
Efect; but if my Father fhould not yield to-ſo 
powerful a Temptation as this (which he will if 
he has not very much changed his Temper) but 
obſtinately refuſe his Con/ent 10 our Marriage, 
this Sum, with fome little Addition I can make 
to it, Twill fupport us in ſome foreign Country in a 
private Way, in which, with my lovely Spouſe, I 


Hall think myſelf a thouſand times happier than 
a 
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at Verſailles, amidft the Pomp and Splendor. of” 
@ gor Court; fo that whatever turn of. Af. 
fairs take, I mean wheth## thy Father conſents to 
our Marriage or not, nothing but Death and your, 
Refu u/al ſhall prevent it; and i, your Father and 
you will conſent to it, we will upon our arriwal 
at Marſeilles put it out out f the power of my: 
Family to prevent our happy Union. I have beſpoke: 
a trav. ling Coach for four Perſons, and when, I 
have | per formed the laſt Duties to ny poor Friend, 
we will, if you think proper, directly leave this 
Place. I am called upon to ſee this unhappy Gen- 
tlheman go. through the laſt Agonies.—A fhocking 
Sight Adieu, my "Deaveſt- I can ſay 
no more, but that I will faithfully love you till I am 
in this poor dying Man's Uundition. Once an 
adieu, my be! rand Think ſometimes: of + 


"The Marquis de Noall | 


WP DIRECTLY ſhewed this ACS to 24. 
rilla, who in her firſt Raptures could not help 
Kiſſing! it. To be ſure, cried ſhe, there is not 
a Man upon Earth comparable to him! He 

deſerves you, Madam, were you a thouſantl 

times more lovely than you are; and if you 

Wh. don't give him N Hand upon youruring, at 
een Dun 2 Moy Fd lk Mar- 


Marſeilles; and ; 
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and, which! is more, if you don? t 
juſt now take Pen and Paper, and aſſure him 
you will do ſo, I ſhall look upon you to be the 


maſt barbarous and cruel Woman upon Earth, 


to the moſt deſerving Lover in the Univerſe ; 
and, if you refuſe to make him happy, not- 
withſtanding your Father's Conſent, I renounce 
che Pleaſure of attending you to France, that I 
may not be a Witneſs to what would kill me 
with Grief. She went on at this rate for a 
conſiderable Time without giving me leave to 
fay a word; at laſt having thrown out all the 
bitter Invectives that ſhe thought fit, the Ve- 
hemence of which had ſet her Blood in ſuch a 
Ferment that her Face was red as Fire, I took 
her in my Arms, and begged of her not to run 
me down ſo unmercifully, *till ſhe knew my 
Reſolution, which ſhe might ſee by the An- 


| twer I intended to write, upon which ſhe was 


at once compoſed. I then took the Pen in 
my Hand, and wrote what follows. 


JPY HAT ſurpriſes me moſt, my dear Marquis, 
in your Letter, is your. generous and inge- 
nious Gontrivance to make me happy; and tho I 


knny that. year Family can and will diſſolve ſuch 
a Marriage as curs, jet if my Father conſents. 


Jos. 
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you have mine. J foreſee that it will be my 
Fate, the Moment the Thing 1 15 Aſcovered, zo be 
ſbut up in a Convent for Life; and by our Mar- 
riage's being declared illegal, you will at aft be 
prevailed with to contra? a new and more bo- 
nourable Alliance ; 3 however, I ſhall have, the 
Satisfaction of baving given my Hand to the Per- 
fon whom. I love, and to be e for ever qour , tho 
you cannot be mine but for a very ſhort time : The 
glorious Title of . Spouſe zo the Marquis de 
Noailles, were I to enjoy it but for a Day, is a 
Happineſs which overpays all the Perſecution 1 
can meet with; and while I have his Heart, let 


who will Rs hts Perſon, they cannot be ſo. 
top a 


Henrietta Tencin "Y 


I thought Mirella, after dhe kad read this 
Letter, would have ſmothered me with Kiſſes. 
- Now are you dearer to me, Madam, than the 
Mother who bore me, for this Kind and grate- 
ful Return to the moſt accompliſhed Lover up- 
on Earth; but I hope your Fears of a Separa- 
tion are groundleſs ; and this is the Foundation 
of my Hopes, that God and Nature have 
formed you for one another; and Providence, 
knowing the Ardour and Purity of your mutual 
8 | | Ie 
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Love, with no doubt, ne its any in 


Tur k News of Colonel Mandaville' and of 
Bznoni's Deaths in the ſame Day brought that 
Adventure a ſecond Time to be the Subject of 
Converſation; and the Legacy which the laſt 
had left to the Marquis, which the KEI 
took care to -publiſh, greatly extenuated, 
the Opinion of moſt People, the Crime bela 
been guilty of; but as I was again brought up- 
on the Carpet, wherever this Adventure was the 
Subject of Diſcoui ſe, it gave me a Diſguſt to 
Naples, and I reſolved not to ſhew my Face 
any more while I remaired in it; not even to 
to go to Madam Monalto's, or the Convent, 
from which I excuſed myſeif by Letters; and 
in that which I wrote to Madam d lun by 
Mirella, I begged ſhe would make my Com- 
pliments to the Prioreſs, and acquaint her, that 
my Father had ordered me to join him in 
France with my Siſter Flare, whom AAirella 
was to bring along with her to my Lodgings ; 
but, ſaid I, my Friend, before you go to the 
Urſuline Convent, I beg you'll call upon Father 
Jeſepb, and tell him chat 1 ſhould be ow ſer 


WWW 
WEN . 
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Warn Mirella was gone, 1 fell,; into one 
of my Fits of Soliloquy. Had this Girl, ſaid 
I to myſelf, been able to peep into my Breaſt, 
and there beheld the extatick Joy of my fond 
and amorous Heart, how needleſs would ſhe 
have thought her Arguments to perſuade me 
to a Thing which I wiſh, Iam afraid, with 
a Paſſion not quite conſiſtent with the ſtrict 
Rules of Modeſty. But why ſhould J not in- 
dulge myſelf in the pleaſing Rapture of poſ-. 
ſeſſing the Charmer of my Soul, in the Way 
that Religion has preſcribed ? Is not his Perſon 
made to inſpire Love? Has he not given me 
many noble Proofs. of the Sincerity as well as 
Purity of his Paſſion? Can I, without being 
blind, help ſeeing the ſhining Perfections of 
this amiable Youth, and is it poſſible to ſee 
and not admire them ? I have heard of Men 
who have overlooked a Girl's want of Fortune, 
but few: Inſtances can be given of a Lover's 
enriching his Miſtreſs, that ſhe may be agree- 
able to a covetous Father: Nay, more than all 
this, he is willing to renounce all the flattering 
Proſpect of Grandeurs, to which his elevated. 
Rank intitles him, and to paſs his Days in 
ſome obſcure Corner of the World with his. 
| lovely. 
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lovely Spoule. Are not theſe the Words of 
his dear Letter ? Let me ſee; here I pulled it 
out, and kiſſed it a thouſand Times: Yes; 
yes, he ſays it, he thinks it, O dear, lovely, 
generous Man How can I repay ſuchi tender, 
ſuch noble Sentiments? Alas ! J have nothing 
but my Perſon, and what a poor Recompence 
is that compared to what he beſtews ! But 
be ſays it will make him happy, and I fay, he 
ſhall be as happy as it it in my power to make 
him, tho Death, as well as being confined for 
Life in a Convent, were to be the Conſequence | 
of my giving him my Hand; and tho' 1 were 
to be dragged from him the Moment after the 
Prieſt had pronounced the nuptial Benediction. 
I had ſcarce uttered the laſt Word when the 
dear Man appeared, dreſſed in Black, which 
he had put on the Moment his Friend expired, 
and I never ſaw any thing look half ſo Tart 
ing a as he. did in. that Dreſs. | 


I nave attended my Friend, Madam, faid® 
he on entering, while I could be of any Service 
to him, but now that he is no more, could 
delay no longer i in coming to expreſs. the Rap- 
tures of my joyful. Heart, on receiving your 
laſt Letter; but where can I find Words to 


1e 
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repreſent the hundredth Part of what + feel. 


He took one of my Hands which he kiſſed, Y 


know not how often, with ſuch W 
that I was quite aſhamed, and yet T made no 
attempt to withdraw it. I now look upon you, 
my lovely Chai mer, ſaid he, as my Spouſe, 


as I have your Conſent, and hope your F ather 


will give his too, to complete i my Happineſs 
upon our arrival in France : In the Character 
therefore of a Huſband, added he, and not 


otherwiſe, I preſume to beg you will accept N 


of a few little trifling Trinkets, as a Preſent 


which our. Situation authoriſes me to make, | 


and you to accept ; upon which he took out of 


his Pocket a pretty large gold Box full of Di- 


amonds, among which there was one Ring 
that could, not be worth leſs than five hundred 


Piſtoles, this he put. on my Finger, and, in 
ſo doing, claſped me in his Arms, and kiſſed 
my Cheek, the only Freedom of this Kind be 


ever had taken, and which 1 thought there was 
no room for finding Fault with, in People who 
had agreed: to be Man and Wife in a ſhort 
Time, fo that I made no Difficulty of receiving 
his Preſents, nor ſeemed to be offended at the 
Freedom he had taken, otherwiſe than by 


gently ſreeivg, myſelf from his Embraces, and 


by 
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y * 


* „den. 


eſt. ; ſaid, he, obſervi ing my  Confifion® donꝰt 
let this little Tranche of my Paſſion oth 
you, nor imagine that, ſtrong as It is, T ever 
will ind ulge its Impetugſity to an At empts 
that may offend the {triltelt Ch ity + I love 
vou, tis true, with all che Violence that a 
Man is capable of, and the whoſe World with- 
cout you could not make me happy; but were 
my Heart capable of hatching the leaſt Thought 
injurious to your Honour, I would pierce it a 
bundred Times. I am fo fully y perſuaded, faid 
I, of your ESL 9B Af that you ſee 
. vou Liberties which no Man on Earth 
| but yourſelf durſt attempt to take; and tho? I 
| love you as much as you do me, and ſhould 
. think myſelf the happiclt Woman upon Earth, 
to be united to you by indiſſoluble Ties, yet 

mu dear Marquis, as 1 155 nothing but my Vir. 
— 1 to recommend me, J will loſe my Life, 
and what i is dearer to me, even you, in defence 

of that: And if ever T attack it, eried he, may 

| I I be the Object of Heaven's Juſt Indignation, 
Bat, my Deareſt, added he, let us dwell no 
longer on Misfortunes that can never happen, 
but rather talk of our Journey: Nothing detains 
1 me now here but the Interment of poor Man- 
1 | | daville, 


eren 
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Anne ch by his own deſire, is to be 


3 


private, and I reſolve to that laſt me- 
Jancholy | Ceremony after to- morrow, pretty 


Executor and deſired he would bring that 
unhappy Man's Legacy to Rimini's, whom pl 


the Manner I mentioned to you already: Ay, 
ay, ſaid I ſmiling, the Bills are to go in my 
Name, and I am to be a Fortune of no ſmall 
Conſequence, by the Time we get to France ; 
as my Happineſs, addes; I, and, which is more, 
yours ſeem to depend much upon the Succeſs 

of this ingenious and generous Stratagem, I 
will not allow myſelf to think whether I ought, 
in Honour, to act the Part I do in this Affair. 
J look upon this Legacy, ſaid he, to be more 
yours than mine, and I am perſuaded Bononi con- 
cluded that in leaving it to me, I would make 
Foun Preſent of it; and tho” his Intention might 
not be ſuch, who can find Fault with my 

—— of it as I think fit? As for the im- 
poſing upon my Father, he would make no 
Scruple to ſacrifice my Happineſs to Views of 
Intereſt, and if I can make myſelf happy and 
ſatisſy his-covetous Temper, by borrowing a 
hundred thouſand Livres, which I can repay 
Vor. II. T Without 


late in the e J have ſent to - Benon#'s. 


will order to remit the Money to France, in | 


90 ere Es or ey roms 
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without bis Knowledge, I ſhall think it no 


Crime to call your F ortune the double of what 


it really is; and I doubt if be or any of his 


Predeceſſors bad ſuch Fortunes with their 


Wives, as yau are actually Miſtreſs of; ſay 
rather, ſaid I laughing, as you have actually 


given me. 1 bave gotten from you, my lovely 


Angel, cried. he in a paſſionate Tone, what I 


would not exchange for all the Riches on Earth ; 
the dear Promiſe of being ere long put in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of your lovely . and as a Prelude 
to confirm my Hopes of that raviſhing Happi- 
nefs,. permit quis innocent Embrace, which 
to my Conſuſion I ſpeak it, I had no Power 
to deny; his Mouth was as it were glued to 
my Cheek, and I know not how long we ſhould 
have remained in that ſond Poſture, had not 
the Streams that. guſhed from my Eyes rouzed 
him from this amorous Extaſy; and apprehend- 
ing that my Tears expreſſed a Concern quite 
different from what was the Cauſe of them, 
I could obſerve viſible Marks of Grief in his 
Countenance ; for Heaven's ſake, | my dear 
Miss, faid he with a languiſhing Look, be 
perſuaded, that tho I have given way to the 
Motions of my Paſſion, the Sentiments of an 
Mb coukl 4 not have om purer than mine 
70 were, 
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were, when I "held yo ow 0 in my Arche dür i 
ſuch Liberties, FT (ENS as they are, Ny you 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs, I will deprive mytelf of 
them, till I can, without offending you, indulge 
the Tranſports of my paſſionate Heart. Mine, 
Sir, ſaid I, is but too ready to exculſt the Raps 
tures of yours, but we mult ſubſect them both 
to the Government of Reaſon, that'rhey nr may 
not tranſgreſs the Rules of Decency, tho“ tere 
may be nothing vicious in theit” Pefires; and 
this 1 am perſuaded of with Reſpect . co yours 
as well as my own; ndwever, you will oblige. 
me'to defer theſe Fondneſſes till I can recen 
them without imagining myſelfguilty, which 
in our preſent Situation muſt be the Cafe. 
Our Converſation was Here interrupted by the 
Maid's coming in, aid acquainting'me that 
Madam 22 was alighting out of her 
Coach. I am glad, aid 1 to tlie Marille, that 
Chance has done What F-intended ;/ ſhe knows 
all the Secrets of my Heart, and all yourgene> 
rous Actions, for which ſhe admires ou. Ithen | 
flew down the Stairs to receive her, and when 
we met, my dear Madam, ſaid I embracing 
her, 1 was juſt thinking of ſending to abquaint 
you, that the Gentleman whom vou want to 


_ "i Here, 'when'T heard of your” lighting 
T 2 from 


fa PAL, Tb of 


— * Coach: Veh well, laid fe, Jain 
glad Chance has brought d us t ogethel b dor fave 
vou heard of Bononi's Death, "and * of lathe 
Legacy he has left your Friend? Ves, Ma- 
dam, anſwered. I, and when we are in my 


Apartment, wr 4 will let vou know how he 
i to diſpoſe of that Money. Upon our en- 
tering I told the Marguis that this was Madam 
Mamalco-my. generous BenefaQrefs ;| and mine 
too, faid he; for which, Madam, addreſſing 
himſelf to her, 1 think my ſelf bappy in having 
this Oppartunity of paying you my Reſpects, 
and acknowledging the Obligations you” have 
laid me under. Tho' your own Merit, Sir, re- 
plied ſhe, intitles you to my Eſteem, yet I wilt 
frankly oyen that your Attachment to my Friend 
here, adds not a little to my Regard 3 but, 
added ſhe, Jet us lay alde the Language of 

Compliments, 0 and talk AS Friends without 
Ceremony. The 1 of © my calting here, 
continued e, was. to acquaint my dear MIG. 
Tencin of Banani 8 Heath, and of his having left 
vou, Sir, 2 Wonfte erable Legge) „but 1 ffnd 
the! is already informed ; Ves, 5 adam, un- 
ſwered I with Vivagity, and a T promifed to 
jet you know. bow this Gentleman intended to 


diſpoſe of that Money, I hope (and here" 1 
threw 
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— a fond, and if 1 may ſo expre S 
myſelf a begging Glance) he ; will authoriſe me 
to put this Letter j in your Hands {and here be 
gave me ſmiling, a Bow of Conſent) by which 
you will ſee a new and ſurpriſin ng Inſtance of 
his Generoſi it ty. Madam Alaall took the 
Letter out of my Hand. and: as he was'readitig 
it, I could obſerve in her Countenance,' a mix- 
ture of Surpriſe and Admiration; and When 
ſhe had got to the End of it,the looked firſt at the 
Marguis and then at me. I look at you, Sir, faid 
ſhe, as the moſt generous and accompliſhed 
Lover upon Earth, and at my dear Friend here, 
as an Odject that deſerves all you do for her : 
This ingenious Contrivance will, J hope, ac- 
compliſh your mutual Felicity, and J equally 
admire in it, the Force of Love and the Strength 
of Reaſon. Our farther Converſation was in- 
lerrupted by the Miſtreſs of the Houſe's" com- 
mg. in to acquaint me that a Capucin Monk 
deſired to ſpeak with me; this ! is, I ſuppoſe, 
faid I, Father Jeſcpb, to whom I ſent Word 
dy Mirella that I wanted to ſee him at my 
Lodging. J am glad, ſaid the Marquis that he 
is come, becauſe we can now fix che Day of our 
ſetting out; I then deſired my Landlady to 
introduce him ; and as he told us that he wat 


i 
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ready to Ne Naplir upon an Hours warning; 
it Hat that woe ſhould begin our Journey 

to Nome ön the following Monday, wich was 
the fifth Day from this. Have you amy Cem- 

mands, Ma, faid the Mage to me riſing 

from his Chair, with an Imentlon to leave us; 

Sir, ſaid I, putting my Father's laſt Letter into 

his Hand, T beg leave to give you the Trouble 
of ſhewt ing a Paragraph in this Letter to Rimini | 

when you ſee him, and to deſire he would ſend 
me Word when T may call upon Bim; 1 ſhat 
cbey your Commands,Madam, replied he, and 

let you know his Anſwer this Afternoon. Be- 
fore he went out, Madam Monalio invited him 
to her Houſe, and as a Motive, faid ſhe, Sir, 

to your granting me this Favour, I muſt ac 
quaint you, that as my dear Friend i is to be but a 
very ſhort Time" now among us, I am reſolved” 
to enjoy as much of her Company as T ean at 
my Houſe, where you ſhall be always welcome 
to come yourſelf, | or fend ber any Meſſage you 
have Occaſion. The Moment, Madam, an- 
ſwered he, 1 have performed the laſt Duties 
to my deceaſed Friend, I will make it my Bu- 
ſineſs to pay my ReſpeRs to'Signor Menales and 
your Ladyſhip, and as T doubt not but that 
Miß Tencin will with Pleaſure agree to yofj 


Pro- 
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| Pro ofal, I ſhall ſend the Banker's Anſwer to. 


your Houſe, if the is not at Home pfter Dinner; 
and then he took his leave, throwing a Glance , 
at me which I very well underſtood, and an- 
fwered by another which was as intelligible to 
him. The Monk went out with him, and 

left Madam Manalu and me by ourſelyes. 
My dear Miſß, ſaid he, when they were gone, 
I don't know which I. admire moſt in this 
young Nobleman, his Perſon or his Character, 
but take them both together he muſt be allowed 
to be the moſt accompliſhed Man upon Earth; 
and Miſs Taucin the moſt happy Girl in the 
World,tobe the Otjectef lea Man's Wiſhes; 
but as you are, my Dear (and what I fay i is nor | 
by way of Compliment but my. real Sentiments) : 
as much the Ornament of our Sex as he is of 
his, Heaven has no doubt deſigned you for 
one another; and my only Regret is that I muſt 
be ſaon., deprived. of your and his agreeable 
Company ; but your Happineſs requires that 
it ſhould be ſo, and I ſhould not be that ſincere | 
Friend which I profes. myſelf, were I not 
willing to ſacrifice my own Satisfaction to what 
muſt make you happy. This is not the firſt In- 
ſtance, ſaid I with the Tear i in my Eye, that my 


Wy; Madam Maonaka has given me of her 
PE Friend- 
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Friendſhip and Generoſity; but to be for ever 
deprived! of the Pleaſure of ſeeing, you, is a 
Drawback even upon that flattering Proſpect 
which the being for ever united to the Man 
I bove muſt neceſſarily give me, and we may 


| learn from this, as well as many other.Circum- 


ſtances which daily occur in Life, that perfect 
Happineſs is not to be expected in this World; 


| however, my dear Madam, added I claſping 


her in my Arms, in whatever Situation Pro- 
vidence thinks fit to place me, or whatever Part 


of the Earth is to be the place of my Reſidence, 


you may be always aſſured of my beſt Wiſhes, 
and that I will frequently write to you; 2 if 
Things happen otherwiſe than what I now 
imagine, I am reſolved to return to Naples, if 


my Father gives his Conſent. I hope, my dear 


Miſs, ſaid ſhe, that your Marriage in France 
will fix you there for the reſt of your Days, but 
if that ſhould miſcarry, be ſure to let me know 
it, and I will ſecond your Solicitations for 
your return to this Kingdom, which, as it is 

the Place of your Nativity, will be more 2gree- 
able than a foreign Country, where you may 
happen to. be greatly diſappointed | in your Ex- 


pectations; but, added ſhe, we will drop this 
Greer, at Preſent, and talk more fully 
een 
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when we get tõ my Heuſe, here my Huſpand 
expects botꝶ you and me. As I have ſent; rephed 
I. to the Convent for iny Siſterg the poorlittle 
Creature would think herſelf loft; were I not 
here to receive her, and therefore I muſt beg 
you excuſe my not waiting on you: home 
now. I agree to your Propofal,-ſaid:ſhe,-upoh 
condition that you will let me ſee yon in the 
Afternoon, and bring your little Siſter along 
with you. She then retired, and in a ſhort 
time after Mirella arrived with my Siſter. The 
dear little Creature was in Raptures, that ſhe 
had been allowed to make me a Viſit, for the 
belifved the was to return to her Convent that 
Evening or next Day, Madam 4 Alm not hav- 
ing thought proper to Dr 
our a Naples. ee 


F r HM 


Ar TER Dinner, Rimini's Caſhier brought 
me A hundred Spaniſh Piſtoles, of which Le em- 

| ployed ten in Preſents, which J ſent to the 
Prioreſs of Flard* O Convent, and to my good 
Friend Madam d. Allm, with what was due ſor 
her Board, and mentioned in the Letter I wrote 
to her what had been determined with feſpedt 
to our Journey, and that 1 would come ard 


take my leave of the Prioreſs and ber, the 
; Day 
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Day before we ſet et out After Thad ſent what 
F intended” for the Gren, and ordered the 
Bearer to bring 1 my Si Sifter® $ Things, T told M 
mla what had been refolved upon with reſpect 
to our leaving Naples, and begged ſhe would 
go and buy ſome Things for 5 as 9 as 
for me, and for the little Hure, ng ber 
thirty Pitoles; and, my Dear, faid 11 h 
ber that as we are to travel i in a grand manner, 
we muſt appear at leaſt decent in our travelling 
Habits, and J refer the Choice of the Stuffs to 
yourſelf ; and 1 therefore beg, While I am at 
Madam Monalt:'s you'll make that Purchaſe, 
and order 4 Mantui-maker to be here to- 
morrow Morning early; in the mean time, 
think of any 'Neceſfaries you may want in 
Clothes or Linen, and beſpeak them at once. 
I then ſent for a Hackney- Coach, and carried 
my Siſter with me to Madam Monalto's, where 
we ſpent the Afternoon, and returned in the 
Evening,” "While I was at that Lady's Houſe,” 
my Lover the young Judge came to pay a 
Viſit, whether by + Accident or Deſign I cannot 
ſay, and whether he was realty ſurprized, or 
only affected to be fo, on finding me there, 1 
can as hittle tell, but [ could obſerve his chang- 


ing Colbur upon his firſt Appearance, and ad 
a 
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a Coldneſs in his Behaviour very different from 
what he uſed | to haye. After the firſt Complis 


10 were over, 1 am glad, Miſs, ſaid he, in 
33 55 Tormial, conſtrained manner, to. have 
opportunity o of congratulating you. 
Conguelt of your Adverſary, but am ſorry to 
hear that we are ſoon to Joſe you; and yet 
when 1 conſider, added, he, that your: Journey 
will probably make you happy in the Accomp+ 
liſhment of your Wiſhes, it would be too ſelfiſh 
in thoſe, here, who wiſh you well, to expreſs 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs at hat muſt give you ſo 
much Pleaſure ; and for my own part, tho I 
cannot pretend to ſhare, i in your Joy upon leav- 
ing Naples, becauſe I ſhould, by that means, 
give the lye to my real Sentiments, yet I will 
endeavour to keep my Tongue, at leaſt, from 
expreſſing my; Diſlike to your Project, not 
upon my own, but upon your Account; or, 
more properly ſpeaking, upon account af your. 
Character, which People of a narrow way of 
thinking may perhaps criticiſe upon, when they 
know. who is to be your Conductor. I was 
not a little nettled at this odd ſort of a Com- 
pliment, , which, looked upon as a gilded Pill, 
fair to the Eye and ſweet at firſt Taſting, but 
itter.i nach, for which reaſon I an- 
hs ſwered 
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Fijered him in the follow ng ſharp manner. I 
don't think,” Sir, , that my Cheer can ſuffer 
in ee my Fell oinmands, either with 
E roye of by him as my Conductòrs; 
one 4 bh a Nan ef Quality, and his 
Countryman, and the other a" holy Man, with 
whom, I ſuppote, the moſt* jealous Huſband 
in Naples would, without Hefitation, truſt his 
Wife or Daughter, and "therefore 1 am per- 
fedtly eaſy upon the ſcore of my Character, 
Which cannot, 1 think, be reflected on by 
People of common Senſe, and for the reſt I 
mall make myfelf perfectly eaſy; however, 
Sir, I am obliged to you for your Obſervation, 
which Thews a generous Concern ; and 1 will 
Frankly own to you, that, before -I conſulted 
With Perſons on whoſe Judgments I could more 
rely than on my own, Thad ſome Scruples, and 
I believe this good Lady, turning to Madam 
Minites, wilt vouch for the Truth of what 1 
ſay. Mis Tricin, anſwered ſhe, directing her 
Diſcourſe to the Judge, was fo kind as to 
A thew me her Father's Letter, wherein he or- 
ders ber to leave this Country, and gives it as 
Eis Opinion, that the ought not to reject the 
: "Marquis de Wallern Offer of W her 


to 


— = laſt Geli don to Deitraction, that 
' he.conſulted with meand Madam # Allan; be- 
fore ſhe came to any Reſalution; and 15 own 
that adviſed her not to let aid Jo favourable 
an Opportunity, not thinking, that it "was. in 
the power of Malice itſelf to put any bad Con- 
ſtruction upon her Conduct; but, added ſhe 
ſmiling, it is not very difficult, Sir, to pene- 
trate into the Motives of your Delicacy, and I 
um ſorry, upon your Account as well as my 
on, that we muſt loſe her; but for my own 
Hart, continued the, I am not fo Aclfiſh | to 
prefer my owin Satisfaction to what both Duty 
and Intereſt call upon her to perform; and for 
— part, ſaid he, getting up from his Chair 
with a ſudden Bounce, and Eyes that ſparkled 
] 1 Anger, my Attachment to Miſs Tencin is 
not ſo deeply rooted in my Heart, but that Ab- 
ſence and Reaſon will, I hope, make me ealy ; 
and as I intend, from this Moment, to begin 
that ſalutary Work, it is fit I ſhould leave this 
Company; and 1 ſhall only beg leave to make 


_ this-ſhort Remark before 1 9) that I think 
Vol. II, | 2 ; | Miſs 
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Miſs Tencin's Project wild and romantic, and 


that I am very much miſtaken if the Succeſs 
anſwers her Expectations, and in ſo ſaying he 
* 1ade-his Bow, and lefi the Room. ; 


HE is, 420 Madam Monaleo laughing, 


the diſappointed Lover acted to the life, and 


I'm miſtaken- if our honeſt Judge's Reaſon 
will ſo ſoon get the better of his Paſſion as he 
imagines ; however, as he is really a Man of 


Merit, I pity him, tho', at the ſame. time, I 
- own that his Rival, laying aſide Rank, is in- 
finitely preferable, both in Perſon and Cha- 


rater, and I wiſh you both happy in the 


Poſſeſſion of one another, the* the Accompliſh- 


ment of my Wiſh will deprive. me of the 
Pleaſure of ever ſeeing you after you have left 


this Place. I was preparing ſuch an Anſwer 


as ſo much Goodneſs and Generoſity deſerved, 
when a Footman came to notify the Arrival 


of two Coaches full of Ladies, upon which I 
| begged ſhe would allow. me to retire. She 
ordered the Seryant to conduct the Ladies into 
| the great Parlour, and to tell them that ſhe would 


wait upon them immediately. After the Ser- 
vant was gone, I am ſorry, ſaid. ſhe, that I 


did not prevent this Viſit, by giving Orders 


to 
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to the Porter to ſay that I was gone abroad; 
but I hope, my dear Friend, added ſhe, 
you'll let me have as much of your Com- 
pany as poſſible, during your ſhort Stay in 
Naples. I am reſolved, Madam, faid I, to 
commit the Care of preparing for my Jour- 
ney to Mirella, that I may have the more 
time to be with you; and I, ſaid ſhe, will take 
care, the next time you come here, to prevent 
our being ierrapeed. We then embraced 
and n * 


As my little Siſter and I were in the Coach 
driving home, I aſked her if ſhe would be glad 
to go and fee her Papa along with me. I ſhall 
be glad to go any where with you, anſwered” 
ſhe;; but is he not in France, and as that 
Country is a great way off, how ſhall I get 
back” again to my Convent ? Don't let that 
trouble you, my Dear, ſaid I, for if you chuſe 
rather to come baek here; than to live with 
your Father and me, I will return with you 
myſelf; but as our dear Father is extremely 
anxious to ſee both you and nie, and has or- 
dered me to bring you along with me, it is 
our Duty to obey; but, my deareſt Siſter, ſaid 
ſhe, with the Tear in her Eye, will not you 
2 2 allow 
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allow me to go and take leave of my dear 
Mama d Allen and my Comrades. at the 
Convent? Ves, ves, my dear Fbra, cried I, 
embracing her, you ſhall go to- moriow, and 
carry ſome little Preſents to thoſe Boarders, who 
are your moſt intimate Friends; but ſhall I have 
nothing, ſaid ſhe with e to preſent to 
Mama d. Allon, whom next to you I love 
beſt of all my Acquaintances? \Tho? I have 
already ſent, anſwered I, ſome Preſents to the 
Prioreſs and Madam 4“ Allon, in your Name, 
yet you ſhall preſent her with ſomething your- 
{elf when you go there. Why then, ſad ſhe, 
aſter that is done, I will go with you whenever 
you think proper; but 4 frepos, added ſhe, do 
we go to Rome, and ſhall I ſee the Pope? Ves, 
yes, faid I, not only ſee his Holineſs, but get 
his Blefling too. O how glad will my Mama 
be when 1 tell her this, and how my Happineſs 
will be envied by the Boarders in our Convent] 
ho ſoon do you think we ſhall ſee his Holineſs? 
In about a Fortnight hence, anſwered I, we 
ſhall be at Rome, where we ſhall ſtay ſome. 
Days to ſee the Pope, St. Peter's Church, and 
many other fine Things in that famous City. 
This pleaſes me mightily. cried ſhe, and when 


T return back again, I ſhall have many fine 
Things 
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Things to relate to my Comrades, who muſt 
not pretend to ſpeak of Rome, or of the Pope; 
but by my Permiſſion. I could not help ſmiE+ 
ing at this little Flow of Vanity, but as it en- 
couraged her greatly to go along with me, 1 
did not think proper to reprimand her, and only 
told her, that ſhe would ſee ſo many fine 
Things, that ſhe would be courted when ſhe 
ge back vw * . of an hay 


we we WY at ne found 
Mirella returned, who had bought a Gown for 
me of a very rich Stuff, but a very indifferent 
one for herſelf. Twas apprehenſive, ſaid I, on 
examining her's, that you would be too. ſpar- 
ing upon what you bought for yourſelf, and 
wine wh I'muſt go Ot, which I did di- 
. „ accompamed by her and Hora, for 
— T bought what was neceſſary, reſolving, 
upon account of the Faſhion, not to make up 
our Gowns till we arrived in a only our 


trivelling'Habits. Aged re Som Ft 
Ar Ir 2th 1 ki "7 


4 1 


r ih * Ay hn 4 
with all poffible Diligence, thar I might not be 
accuſed with the common Failing aſeribed to 


our Had of deferring every thing to the laſt 
-& 3 Hour, 
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Hour, the Marquis, on his part, notwith- 
ſtanding the care, of his F riend's Interment, 
was not leſs diligent, in making the grand and 
expenſive Preparatiom of a Coach and ſix 
Horſes, beſides ſeveral Saddle-Horſes, and pro- 
curing an Eſcort. from the Government of 
twelve Troopers, to whom he allowed double 
Pay, and defrayed the Expences of Horſe and 
Men from Noples, till we were but two Days 
Journey from Rome, and when we were no 
longer in danger of being attacked by the Ban- 
ditti, who render travelling very dangerous in 
the Kingdom of Naples, and upon the Borders 
of the Eccleſiaſtical State. The Report of a 
French Nobleman and ſome Ladies going to 
Raume, eſcorted by a Party of Soldiers, ſome 
how or other, was ſpread about, and ſeveral 
trading People and others, who had occaſion 
to travel that Road, thought it their Intereſt 
to take the Benefit of our Eſcorte, ſo that 


when we ſet out we might be called a little 


ſort of a Caravan, making in the whole 
about forty, all well armed, we three Women 
excepted, and the Marquis had a led Horſe, 
with an intention to mount him in ay we 
Ee . 4 212 D 


N. 0 and 4 Teen. N "af, 


tsv od nt to | belenbe the Con- 
tern L was under when 1 took my laſt leave 
of my two dear F riends, Madam Monalco and 
Madam d Allon; the Scene with the Ormer 
was extremely moving, and abundance of Tears 
were ſhed upon both ſides ; that incomparable” 
Lady held me long in her Arms, and I was ſo 
deeply affected, that had it not been for her 
Huſban@'s forcing us from one another, I be- 
lieve I ſhould at laſt have ſunk down upon the 
Floor, and ſhe was little better: The Judge, 
I fancy, had never ſeen ſuch a Scene before, 
and I believe he wiſhed me far enough, for his 
Lady's Condition frightened him, and he was 
obliged. at laſt to drag her by force into her 
Cloſet; and at the ſame Time two or three 
Perſons, I know not who, rather carried than 
conducted me down ſtairs, and put me into 
my Coach, which drove home to my Lodgings, 
inſtead. of going to the Convent, for I was in 
no Condition to think of what I was doing, or 
to give any Directions. I was two Hours at 
Home before I was ſettled ſo as to go and take 
my leave at the Convent. I firſt paid my 
Reſpects to the Prioreſs, and what paſſed be- 
tween her and me, was nothing but ceremonial 
Com- 
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Compliments, but the Caſe. was quite dif- 
ferent when, my. good. F riend Madam thn 
came to the Parlour, after the Prioreſs left me. 
My dear Child, ſaid the, upon coming in, 
this is, 1 ſuppoſe, the laſt Time 1 ſhall have the 
Happineſs of ſeeing you, and 1 know vou are f 
come to bid me adieu for ever: I ſhall not pre- | 
tend to draw a Picture of the turbulent and 


dangerous Stage of Life, which you are now 


entering upon; I know your Virtue is Proof 
againſt alt the Attacks, of Vice, let it appear in 
what Shape it pleaſes, and I am equally confi- 
dent that your Piety and Reſignation to the 
Will of Heaven, will enable you to ſupport Dif 
appointments without Murmuring; ; Tam not 
therefore terrified that any Diſaſter will happen 
that'can throw a Blemiſh upon your Reputation, 
and if I have any F ears, they are that, by the 
Oppoſition your Lover may meet with from 


his Family, both you and he may be difap- 


pointed in your Proſpects of Happineſs, S, which 


would: give me great Concern, as you {6'well 
deſerve one another: The only Thing I would 
recommend to you, my dear Child, is, often 
to employ your Thoughts upon a Diſappoint- 
ment of your flattering Expectations, ſo that 


if Things take a wrong Turn, you may be 
pre- 
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prepared to ſtand the Shock, Shich might 
otherwiſe quite ſink your Spirits, and give the 
malicious World an Opportunity of-clafling 
you among the fond Females, who can't ſur- 

vive the loſs of the Man they love. My! 
Prayers ſhall always accompany you, and L hope 
you: will let me know how Things happen 
with you in France. Ihe laſt Hour, my 

dear Miſs, added ſhe, is generally the buſieſt, 
when People are preparing to ſet out upon a 
Journey, T will therefore go and bring 'Flora 

to you, who by this Time, 1 believe, has 
made all her Preſents to her Comrades; the 
dear little Creature made me mine in a Manner 
that moved me almoſt to Tears; I need not 

recommend: that dear little Child to you, as 
I know how tenderly: you love her, hut it will. 
give me great Pleaſure to hear of her Welfare, 
and I muſt beg it of you as a particular Favour. 

When ſhe returned; with my Siſter, I took my 

laſt leave of ber, but could ſcarce return her 
thanks far all her Favours to my Siſter and 
myſelf, and aſſure her of a moſt ſincere Eſteem 
while I lived; adieu, my dear Children, ſaid 
ſhe, covering her Face with ber Veil that we 
might not perceive. her Teats; may Heaven 


protect you both, and make you as happy as; 
. 


— 


F 
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I with ! and then retired leaving me drowned 
in Tears, and little Flara weeping to ſee me in 
that Condition, which. ſhe attributed to ſome 
ſudden Illneſs; for the Hopes of her receiving 
the Pope's Benediction, which would make 
her a happy Nun in this Convent, had ex- 
tremely elevated her, and ſhe could no 
imagine why I appeared to be ſo much aMticted. 
My dear Hora, faid T to her as we were driv- 
ing home, I have received ſo many Favours 
from Madam Monalcs and your Auma, that 
I could not bid them adieu without ſhedding 
Tears, but they will ſoon be dried up, and 
you will ſee me reſume my uſual Chearfulneſs.. 
It will give me great Pleaſure, .cried ſhe, claſp- 
ing me in her Arms, to find ſo, for indeed, 
my dear Siſter, . I cannot bear to ſee you cry- 
ing. * R770. x20 2 ue 
Uro my Arrival I found the Marquis 
ſitting with Mirella, who retired with my Siſter 
and left us by ourſelves: I have been taking” 
leave, faid 1, of my two dear Friends, and 
I could not for my Life go: through this moving 
Paſſage without being very much affected with 
the render and friendly Concern they both ex- 
PEN bo Te: appears but toe plainly, ſaid" he, 
r that 
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chat thoſe lovely Eyes have opened their dluices, 7 
and poured out a Deluge of Tears on this Oc- 
caſion, but as they flow from the tender Im- 
preſſions of Friendſhip upon the Heart, they 
do you Honour, and you ought not to be 
aſhamed of them; but as you have given, my 
lovely Angel, added he, (at the ſame Time 
moving his Chair ſo cloſe to mine that he had 
an Opportunity of laying hold of my Hand) 
to Frigndſhip what is its due, let Love and the 
flattering Proſpect of our mutual F. elicity. dry 
thyſe Tears, and baviſh all ' melancholy 
Thoughts from your lovely Breaſt. You have 
no Occaſion, Sir, faid J, to prompt me to 
what J am, perhaps, but too forward to in- 
qulge, and to repreſent to myſelf my Happineſs 
ſo complete when I can call you mine, that 
ſhould my Hopes be diſappointed, I muſt ſink 
under ſo terrible a Misfortune," notwithſtanding 
my Friend Madam 4 Allmts excellent Sermon 
upon Reſignation, which ſhe has been juſt now 
preaching to me. If Heaven has not, my 
deareſt Charmer, ſaid he, reſolved to prevent 
our Marriage, no Human Power ſhalf be able. 
to compaſs it; for, as I have told you already, 
if my Father abſolutely refuſes his Conſent, 
I will leave both him and France, and unite | 
4 my 
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my Fate to yours, in the Sacrament of Marriage, 
where it fhall not be in his power, or the King” S, 
to interrupt our Happineſs; ; hereto I now 
-plight my Faith your Hand in mine, and if I 
do not perform what T now promiſe, and take 
God to Witneſs to, may his heavieſt Judg- 
ments fall on me here and hereafter, I could 
not help giving his Hand a gentle Squeeze, and 
looking at him with Tanguiſhing Eyes; I do 
atteſt Heaven, ſaid J, in the ſame ſolemn Man- 
ner, that no Man on Earth ſhall be admitted 
to my Arms, but the dear and generous Perſon 
whoſe Hand I now hold, and in whoſe Aﬀec- 
tion I place my only Happinets m this World. 
His Cheeks fluſhed, his Eyes threw Darts of 
Love; in ſhort, he got me faſt in his Armis, 
kifled me with inexpreſſible Raptures ; and 1 
own that, in my firſt Tranſport, I threw my 
Arm about his Neck, and fondly lolled my 
Head in his Bofom ; but I ſoon recovered out 
of this intoxicating Scene of Rapture, and, 
aſhamed of my Weakneſs, ſtarted from him 
like Lightning, the Tears rolling down my 
"Cheeks. I own, my dear Charmer, ſaid he, 
that I have tranſgreſſed your Commands and 
the Rules J preſcribed to myſelf, but the In- 
petuofity of „ got the Start of my 


Reaſon; 
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Reaſon;; but my Charmer, added he, Can the 
moſt rigid Virtue find Fault with an innocent 
Embrace, un confirmation of our mutual Vows; 
ſure Heaven, that knows the Purity of our Inten- 
tions, cannot be offended at it; and it is hard that 
Lovers, who only want the Ceremony of the 
Church, ſhould not indulge themſelves in in- 
nocent Proofs | of their mutual Tenderneſs. 
IL know: there's. nothing | criminal in. your In- 
tentions, anſwered I, but there's a Thing 
called Decency, which muſt be ſhocked at ſuch 
rapturous Fondneſſes, and they muſt be cur- 
tailed 'till we confirm our Vows at the Foot of 
the Altar, where they can only receive their 
proper Sanction. I agree to your Propofal, 
ſaid he, upon Condition that you will ſeal my 
Pardon by allowirig me to fold you for the laſt 
Time in my fond Arms, before we receive the 
Nuptial Benediction; with that he advanced, 
and as I neither retired nor opened my Mouth, 
he took it for granted that I conſented to allow 
him this laſt Favour; and to tell the Truth 1 
could ſcarce refuſe him any Proofs of my Aﬀec- 
tion, that were not a downright Breach of 
Modeſty ; and, beſides, I was ſo certain of 
the Purity of his Love, that I could not find 
in my heart to deny thoſe innocent Freedoms 
VoI. II Aa wWhlch 
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which ſo much charmed him, and this  fare- 
wel Embrace was much longer, J do believe, 
than either of us thought it, and God knows 
how long it might have laſted, had not ſome little 
remains of Reflection come to my Aſſiſtance; 
but before I broke looſe from his Arms, I 
gently touched his Brow with my Mouth. 
Remember my dear Marquis, ſaid I when I 
was got from him, that I depend upon a punRual 
Performance of your laſt Promiſe, on the Faith 
whereof, you ſee, I have complied with your 
Requeſt. I will be punctual to my Engage- 
ments, ſaid he, whatever Temptation I may 
have to the contrary, and kiſſing your Hand 
ſhall be the utmoſt Extent of my Freedoms, 
f om this Moment to that happy one which 
will intitle me to indulge my Raptures without 
offence, in the full and uncontrolled Enjoy 
ment of your dear lovely Perſon. Tho' this 
Demand, ſaid I, was not inſiſted on in our 
firſt Articles of Capitulation, to let you ſee 
how ready I am to oblige you, I will grant it, 
and to ſpeak ingenuouſly, I was tempted to 
add a Condition to it, that I might be allowed 
the fame Privilege with Reſpe& to his, but 1 
ſoon rejected the Thought as impudent; and 
at once changed the W from Love, 
8 which 
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which we had but too long dwelt upon, to our 
intended Journey, for which the Marquis had 
prepared every thing on his part, tho“ we were 
not to ſet out till the Day after next. I have, 
ſaid he, ſettled every thing with Rimini about 
the Remittance of Banoni's Legacy, and as for 
the Trifle you had of him, he is to place it to 
my Account, as it is not worth while to draw 
on your Father for ſuch a ſmall Sum; but as 
for my travelling Expences, ſaid I, how is 
that to be managed? J hope, Madam, you 
will not talk of ſeparate Purſes for a Journey, 
at the End of which L am to be made happy 
in your Poſſeſſion, as my lawful Spouſe; and, 
in quality of a Huſband, I beg you will frankly 
let me know if you have Occaſion for any 
more Money, before you leave Naples 1 have 
more than I have Occaſion for, anſwered. I, 
ſince Tam to be at no Expence in my Journey : 
But, added I, if erer it be my Lappy. Fate 
to be united to you, your Spouſe, what with 
one thing and another, will, I am afraid, prove 
a very dear Purchaſe; and for that very Pur- 
chaſe, cryed he interrupting me, would! 1 give 
all the Treaſures on Earth, were they at my 
Command; nay, added he taking my Hand and 
kiſſing it, I would not be deprived, of this 
Aus Aa2 Hap- 
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Happineſs for all the Gold in Peru and Mex- 
755, and you may judge of the reſt in Propor- 
tion. Vou outdo me, Sir, ſaid I, in Gene- 
roſity, but my Heart cannot be outdone in 
tender Sentiments; and that dear Aſſurance 
is more acceptable to me, ſaid he, than a 
Crown, fo help me God; and ſo my Hand 
was clapt to bis Mouth; but how ingenious are 
Women, upon ſome Occaſions, to do what 
they intend in ſuch a Manner, as it may not 
certainly be known whether what they do 
is by Accident or Deſign; in retiring my Hand 
from his Mouth, I drew his along with it, and 
at the ſame Time inclining my Body towards 
him, it happened that the Back of his Hand 
and my Mouth joined ; but I was conſcious 
of his having diſcovered my Contrivance to 
kiſs his Hand, and fo aſhamed of ſuch a bold Step, 
that I made but one jump to the Door on a 
Pretenee to order Fea, and at the ſame Time, 
J called on Flora, of whom the Marquis was 
vaſtly fond, and with whom he had a long 
Converſation, about all the fine Orgy 2 
out the in our norms: e 


ah 


i I > * 1 


Arn Tea he Wine geg Night, an 


eold me that he would ſee me next Morning, 
| and, 
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and, if we pleaſed, breakfaſt with us. Tam 
ſure, faid little Hora, you ſhall be welcome. to 
ihe, and hope my Siſter, u upon my account, 
will make you ſo too. © Whoever is agreeable 
to you, my Dear, faid I, ſhall be ſo; to me, 
and as this Gentleman has both our Invita- 
tions, he needs not doubt of his Welcome. 
After returning Flora a great many Thanks 
and throwing ſome very Eind Looks at me, he 
left us, and I propoſed to Mirella that we 
ſhould write Letters to her two Aunts in the 
Country, acquainting them of our leaving 
Naples, and I took care in mine to make them 
eaſy with regard to Mirella, who extolled, in 
her Letters, my Friendſhip and Generoſity, 
much higher than they deſerved. 


oy Asour Six in the Morning, Flara, who 
was my Bedfellow, was ſlipping out of bed 
very quietly, believing I was aſleep. What 
do you want, my Dear, ſaid 1? 1 wanted to 
look at your Watch, anſwered ſhe; to ſee what 
0 clock it is, that we may not lie too long, 
and make the Marquis wait for his Breakfaſt, 
I begin to think, ſaid J laughing, that you are 
in love with this Marquis. I don't know what 


Love is, anſyered ſhe, but indeed, Siſter, I 
y J FA # 7 ; | 
Aa 2 think 


* 


. 
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think he's a charming Man; What a Dif- 
ference there is betwixt him and the ugly long- 


bearded Monks, who uſed to « come to our Con- 
vent; I believe 1 hall x never be able to bear 


the Sight of them more. But they are holy, 


pious Men, Child, faid I, and you ought to 
reſpect them. I don't know but it may be 
ſo, anſwered ſhe, but this I am ſure of, that 
they can eat and drink, laugh and play the fool 
with our Nuns, as well as other Folks." Inno- 
cent Diverſion is no Crime, ſaid I, and as they 
are more pious than other People, they have 
more Cauſe to be innocently merry. Indeed 
my dear Mama, replied ſhe, is not ſo fond 


of them as ſome of our Ladies, nor do they 


ſeem to be ſo taken with her Company as with 
that of ſome others whom I could name, and 
to whom the Boarders give the Name of cloiſ- 
tered Coguettes ; pray, Siſter, tel! me' the 
Meaning of this laſt Word, for I don't under- 
ſtand it, and I did not care to expoſe my Igno- 
rance, by aſking the Meaning of it from little 
Miſſes as young as myſelf. A Coquette, my 
Dear, anſwered I, is a Woman who is fond 
of having a Crowd of Admirers, and of mak- 
ing every one of them believe that he is the 
happy Man; and no Woman who is virtuous, 

| Or 
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or. has any regard, to her Reputation, will be a 
Coguette, even in this Senſe; but there are 
Coguettes of a worſe ſort ſtill, abandoned leud 
Creatures, who are a Scandal to our Sex; and 
therefore ou fee your, Mines can have no 
F oundation for applying that Word to. the 
Nuns, even in the firſt Senſe of the Word, 
and far. leſs in the ſecond ; and they commit a 
heinous Sin in giying ſuch Epithets to Women 
who have renounced the World, and devoted 
themſelves wholly to the Service of Heaven; 
and be ſure, my Dear, you never mention 
this to any body elſe. I hope, my deareſt 
Siſter, ſaid ſhe, with the Tear in her Eye, I 
have not offended You, indeed J meant no 
Harm to the Nuns in what I have faid, and 
only. mentioned the Word aut of Curioſity,” to 
know what the Boarders meant by it; but I 
promiſe you. never to mention that ugly Word 
again; will you now pardon me? Yes, yes, 
my Dear, ſaid I, reaching my Hand to her, 1 
pardon you, with all my heart, and tis only 
my Love to you that makes me deſire you 
would not mention the Extravagancies of thoſe 
heedleſs Girls in the Conyent. Since we are 
again Friends, ſaid ſhe, I will retire to your 
Cloſet, and beg God pardon, whom I have 
| perhaps 
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perhaps offended by my fooliſh Queſtions, and 
talking fl ohting]y of ſome of our Nuns. Do 
ſo, my Dear, ſaid I, for it is a Crime to ri- 
dicule thoſe pious. Women. T'was charmed 
with this dear little Girl's Readineſs to ac- 
knowledge 1 her Faults, and to aſk Forgiveneſs 
of Heaven. O happy State of Innocence] ſaid 1 
to myſelf, after ſhe was gone, how beauti Na 
and charming art thou, and what a Difference is 
there in the ſpotleſs untainted Soul of this little 
Child and mine, fo headed with the accumulated 
Crimes of many Years, that I ſcarce dare lift up 
my Eyes to Heaven, or tale the Name of God in 
my profane and polluted Lips ! but this is my Com- 
fort, that Heaven is merciful, and rejects not 
the Sighs of a contrite Heart ; let mine be puri- 
fed by the Influence of thy Gs, and more and 
more inflamed with divine Love, and a Hatred 
of Sin ; teach me thy Law, and incline my Heart 
to obey it; forgi ve all my former Tranſgreſſions, 
and grant that the remaining Part of my Life 
may, by an ardent and ſincere Repentance, attone 
for my former Crimes. Aſter I had faid this 
ſhort Prayer, I got out of bed, and was dref- 
ſing, before my Siſter came out of the Cloſet ; 
and what Pleaſure did it give me to ſee, by her 
Eyes, that ſhe had been crying; the dear Ma- 
I OPM ri e e an 
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dam #P Allas had, imprinted Sentiments of Re · 
ligion ſo ſtrongly upon her Mind, that ſhe was 
frightened at the leaſt Appearance of. Evil, ke 
have been endeavouring, . ſaid ſhe, to make 
my Peace with Heaven, by a ſincere Confeſ- 
ſion of the idle Words which I. raſhly 
ſpoke when I. gat cut of bed, and heartily 

begging that God wauld che, pleaſed to pardon 
my beginning the Work of the Day with De- 
traction, inſtead of thanking him for bringing 


me to the Light of a new Day, in Health of 


Body and Soundneſs of Mind, and imploring 
his Protection throughout the ſame. Indeed, 
my dear Siſter, I find, by what you. ſaid by 
wan of gentle Reprimand, that I have been 
guilty of à very heinaus Crime, but I hope a 
ſincere 2 and a firm Reſolution 


Gilahes of your Sh hich I earneſtly beg, 
reſtore me to the Favour and Protection of an 
offended; God. Don't qoubt it, my dear Child, 


ſaid I, ſon we 
ther, who, knowing our Infirmities, is always 

ready to ſorgive our Crimes, if we ſincerely 
repent, and do all that's in our pgwer to ab- 
ſtain from the Commiſſion, of them. 1. th then 


retired to my Cloſer, according to my. uſual 
Cuſtom, 


have to de with a merciful Fa- 


p \ 
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Cuſtom; and after remaining there about an 
Hour, I came out and s ef to 
. „ 


Tus r came at u Nine . * 
after. Breakfaſt, being by ourſelves, the firſt 
thing he did was, purſuant to his Right by 
Treaty, to favour my Hand with half a dozen 


Kiſſes. I have been conſidering this Morning, 
my dear Miſs, ſaid he, that as the Truce be- 


twixt France and the Republic of Agier, is out, 
and not yet renewed, it would be dangerous 
for us to go in any other Ship but an Engliſh 
Veſſel from Genoa to Mar/cilles, and as tis 
tunity of one of that Nation to tranſport: us, I 
believe we had better go the Land Way by 
Turin and the Ape, than to riſk falling into the 
Hands of the Agerines. I am glad, ſaid I, of 

this Alteration of our Scheme of Travelling, 


for I am frightened at the Thoughts of going 


by Sea, and much more at falling into the 
Hands of thoſe barbarous People; for which 
Reaſon, I would much rather undergo any Fa - 
tigue by Land, than to be in continual dread 
of loſing my Life, and perhaps my Liberty, 
if . x3: pag to eſcape: drewning'; and, in- 
deed, 
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deed, added I, had it not been the Shame of 


paſſing for a downright Coward,” I Would have 


propoſed our going to France by Land; and 
had I thought, my Deareſt, anſwered he, that 


you had any apprebenſions- of going by Sea, 


I would have been far from propoſing it; but 
now that I know it. I am reſolved not to ex - 
poſe what is ſo dear to me to that inconſtant 
Element; As to-morrow Morning is the Day 


appointed for our ſetting out, it will be ne- 


| ceſſary that your Trunks with mine be fixt 
behind the Coach this Evening, and, if you 


will be ſo good as to let me know what Time 
your Things will be packed up, I will ſend my 


Valet de Chambre with Porters to have them 
carried to the Place where the Coach and 


Horſes are: As Mirella, ſaid I, has taken 


that Charge upon her, give me leave to aſk 
her when our Things will be packed up; upon 
which I called her, and ſhe told us that about 
two Hours hence every thing would be ready 
to be carried where we pleaſed, and then re- 
og As J have ſome Buſineſs that will take 

me up the beſt Part of this Afternoon, ſaid 
the Marquis, and have invited ſome; Gentle- 
men of my Acquaintance to ſup with me this 


"II at my Lodgings 3 1 ſhall. not have 
the 
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the Pleaſure of you; my dear Charmer, 
any more this Day, and T beg you wil let me 
know at what Hour you would incline - to-ſet. 
out tomorrow Morning, that I may come and 
dconfiduck 500 to the*Coarh;” I intend; ſaid I, 
to go t6 Mais to- morrow at fox'o* Clock, and 
about a tüsreer er half an Hour after ſeven, 
I ſhalf be at Home to attend your Commands; 
Twin cbme, ſuaid he, before eight and-break- 
faſt wich you, and order the- Horſes to be put 
to the Coach, and every thing ready for our 
departure at nine, and in ſo ſaying he laid hold 
of both my Hands, kifling firſt the one and then 
the other by Turns, every now and then ex- 
claiming aint the eruel Treaty; but I muſt 
my Word, added he; and to reward your 
Exactneſs, cried I in a e, which I could 
not for my Life teln in, let this, clapping his 
Hand t6' my Mouth, make amends for the 
Loſs you think yourſelf ut; fo that white his 
Hand was at my Mouth; mine was devoured 
by his Kiſfes ; and I believe in my Conſtience 
we remained in that Poſture a full Minute, 
during which I was fo aſhamed at my on 
Weakneſs, that Thad not Courage to look him 
in the Face; and indeed, when I began tos. 


reflect on what 1 had done, I looked upon my- 
ſelf 


—_— 
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neſſes in me, threw the Marquis into Fits 
of paſſionate Tenderneſs, that were like to 
force him from the Obſeryance of his Promiſe ; 
but the Regard he had to my Requeſt, and 
his own Honour, which he thought concerned, 
made him ſtart back the Moment he had his 
Arms open to claip me in them. O cruel De- 
corum, cried be, lifting up his Eyes ta Heaven, 
why. ſhould Lovers, ſuch as we are, be tied down 
to the Obſervance of thy languid Rules! And 
why ſhould there be ot her Laws in Love than theſe 
which Nature preſcribes! But where am I ro- 
ving; pardon, my deareſt Charmer, the wild 
Raptures of an over-heated Imagination; and 
believe that tho, in the firſt Impetuoſity of my 


Paſſion, ſome unguarded Expreſſions have eſ- 
caped me, yet I do, with Confuſion, retract 
them; and ſolemnly proteſt, that I would ra- 
ther ſuffer a thouſand Deaths, than allow my 


Paſſion to burry me to Liberties that might 
alarm your Virtue. I am glad, Sir, ſaid I, 


to ſee you reſtored to the Uſe of your Reaſon, 


fax your Exclamation upon Decorum made me 
tremble ; but I have myſelf to. accuſe for it, 
Vo. I Bb ſince, 
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ſelf as a moſt impudent Creature, and refolved 
for the future to be more upon my Guard; 
particularly, as I obſeryed that thoſe Weak: 
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ſince, by my fooliſh fond Condeſcenſiors, 1 
contributed to your Extravagance; and, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, I am more to blame than 
you; but I will endeavour to behave with more 
reſerve for the future, and I ſhall take it 
kindly of you to imitate my Example: Let 
us be ſatisfied with the mutual Ardours of ſym- 
pathizing Hearts, without thoſe mean Sen- 
ſualities, which are only fit for Lovers that 
cannot come up to that Delicacy of Sentiments 
which I hope we. both have, and are far from 
placing our chief Felicity in the brutal part 
of Happineſs. Tho' I muſt own, ſaid he ſmil- 
ing, that I am not ſo ſpiritualized in my De- 
ſires, as quite to exclude the indulging of what 
is agreeable to my ſenſual Appetites; yet I 
will boldly undertake to. keep them under due 
Subjection, until they Can be law fully in · 
dulged. When you are my Lord and Maſter, 
replied I ſmiling, in my Turn, *tis your Buſi- 
neſs to command, and mine to obey — but 
till then, my dear Sir, no mere Freedoms, 
no more Extaſies I beſeech you. What, Ma- 
dam, cried he, not even to kiſs your Hand, 
a, Fayour which you already agreed to. Not 
eyen that, Sir, ſaid I, for this very good Rea- 
" Jon, that I may not be tempted to kiſs yours, 


as 
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a8 1 have already done to my great Confuſion. 
Can there be any Harm, faid he, in that in- 
nocent Teſtimony of your Affection to a Man 
who adores you, and who is, I hope, ſoon to 
be your Huſband ? I believe, faid I, there's no 
Crime in what 1 have done; and had I thought 
| otherwiſe, no Temptation on Earth mould 
have made me guilty of it; but tho' it is not 
groſly criminal, yet there is ſomething in it 
ſhocking to a Woman, who has any Preten- 
ſions to Modeſty, which I hope will prevail 
with you to have a little Patience, if it be true 
that we both are ſoon to be happy; which Words 
wette accompanied with a Sigh, that T endea- 
voured in vain to ſmother, and my Siſter's com- 
ing in at that Inſtant, prevented his Anſwer, 
which he only made by an amorous Look, 
ſignifying plainly enough to me, who under- 
ſtood the Language of his Eyes, that my Fears 
were groundleſs. He then directed his Dif- 
courſe to the Child, and told her that he hoped 
ſhe would be ready to-morrow Morning pretty 
early, to ſet out for Rome, where the would 
have the Honour to kiſs the Pope's Toe. If I 
can kiſs no other Part of his Holineſs, faid ſhe, 
but his Toe, I ſhould rather chuſe to fhake- 


Hands with him; for J think it is a very odd 
|S SR Cere- 
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Ceremony to kiſs a Man's Toe. But my 


Dear, faid I, do you know that the Pape is the 
Head of the Church, the Vicar of Chriſt, and 


infallible, and that it is therefore an Honour to 
the greateſt Princeſs in the World to be ad- 
mitted to kiſs his Toe. Sure, ſaid ſhe, the 
Vicar cannot be ſo great as his Maſter, and I 
never heard of any Body's kiſſing his Toe, 
while he was upon Earth; my Aama d' Alion 
has told me of a certain Woman who kiſſed 
the Hem of his Garment, but ſhe never ſpoke 


of his Toes ; the Marguis looked at me and] | 


at him, but neither of us knew how to. anſwer 
her ObjeRion. In the Infancy of Chriſtianity, 


ſaid I at laſt, it was neceſſary that the Pro- | 
feſſors of it, ſheuld diſtinguiſh themſelves in all 


the Virtues, and particularly that of Humility, 


and our Saviour recommended it to his Diſ- 


 Ciples and Followers, not only by Precept, but 


likewiſe by Practice; as in the Caſe of waſh- 
ing the Diſciples feet ; but as the Chriftian 
Religion is now ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; the 
Church, and particularly the Head of it, is in- 


_ titled to diſtinguiſhing Marks of our Submiſ- 


ſion and ReſpeQ; and, my Dear, added I, as 
you will ſee me proſtrate at his Halineſi's Feet, 


| d with Bre the ſanctified Toe; you 


ought 
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ought chearfully to imitate my Dang and 
not find fault with a Ceremony, which is the 
greateſt Honour that can be conferred om us. 


I will do as you do, faid ſhe, but I confeſs that 


I have no great liking to this Toe-kifling, 
and ſhould be glad if his Holineſs would favour 
me with his Bleſſing without that Ceremony. 
The Marguis took his leave of me and retired, 
and his Valet de Chambre did not fail to come 
at the Hour appointed, to We ann of our 


Luggage. 


Iwwer next lam ker than I had 
told the Marquis to Hut her Joſeph's Convent, 
who heard my Confeſſion, and adminiftered 
the Sacrament to mé; and J found that he was 
informed of che Hour of our Departure, and 
therefore promiſed to be at the Place of Ren- 


deꝛzvouz at nine o' Clock preciſely; from 


whence we ſet out in a Coach and ſix, with 
a numerous Retinue of Travellers, who were 
glad to take the Opportunity of our Military 
Eſcort. I leave the Deſcription of Countries 
and Cities to Geographers and thoſe who tra- 
vel for Curioſity; for my Part I kept no 
Journal of what I faw ; and after T had glutted 
my Eyes with the fight of fine Countries and 
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Cities, | through which we paſſed, I thought no 
more of them ; fo that T ſhall, at once, jump 
from Naples to Rome, and from thence (where 
we reſted a Week to view the moſt remark- 
able Curioſities of that antient Seat of Roman 
Glory; and where by the Intereſt of the French 
Embaſſador, we were admitted into the Pre- 
ſence of the Pepe, who gave my Siſter and me 
his Benediction, without the Ceremony, which 
ſhe ſo much dreaded) to Lyms in France, where 
we remained ſome Days, upon Account of a 
flight Indifpoſition which I was ſeized with, 

asd, I ſuppoſe, by the Fatigue of tra- 

velling. 


ThE Marquis would by no Means conſent 
to my ftirring, till J was perfectly recovered, 
and in the mean Time, ſent one of his Ser- 
vants Poſt to Marſeilles to give my Father Ad- 
vice of our Arrival in France; and begged. in 


his Letter (without my knowing any Thing of 


the Matter) that he would come with all Ex- 
pedition to Lyons, upon Affairs of the laſt Con- 

ſequence, which required his Preſence there. 
The Day after his Servant was gone, he came 
into my Room in the Morning as uſual ; and. 
when we were by ourſelves, my dear Miſs, 
ſaid 
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ſaid he, I have not only ſent an Expreſs to let 

your Father know that you are here, but 
likewiſe, to deſire he would come himſelf upon 
Affairs of the laſt Conſequence; at leaſt, ſuch 
they are, added he, to me; for, in ſhort, my 
Deareſt, continued he, if your Father does not 

oppoſe my Happineſs, I am reſolved, with 
your Permiſſion, to have it accompliſhed here, 
where we can be married as well as at Har- 
ſeilles. You have already, Sir, ſaid I, my 
Conſent, provided my Father gives his, and 
I ſhall look upon the Day I am united to you, 
as the happieſt in my Life; but ſome ſecret 
Foreſight repreſents that Day at a greater Diſ- 
tance than you imagine, and I doubt much if 
my Father will expoſe himſelf to your Fa- 
ther's Reſentment, whoſe Intereſt with the 
King is ſufficient to make him feel the Effects 
of his Majeſty's Indignation; becauſe the 
Duke will no doubt repreſent your having been 
inveigled by my Father and me, with the 
Aſſiſtance of a youthful Paſſion, to commit 
this raſh Action. If your Father, ſaid he, 
makes ſuch Political Reflections, and will not 
give his Conſent to our Marriage; let us leave 


France directly, and retite to ſome diſtant 


Country; and if my Father proves inexorable, 
I 
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| I ſhall be perfectly 2 eaſy about his Eftate and 
Honours, 'which he may beſtow on my younger 
Brother, or whom elſe he pleaſes. What you 
propoſe is very generous, replied J, and 1 
ſhould think myſelf happier to live with you in 
a Cottage, than to be Queen of France; but 
would it not be highly ungenerous in me, to 
be acceſlary to the Ruin of your: Fortune, by 
conſenting to what the World would condemn 
AS an inconſiderate Step of Youth On your 
Part, and an unworthy Action in me? 1 
thougit,, my Deareſt, faid he, that your Scru- 
ples had been ſilenced by the Arguments which 
F adduced when we had Occaſion to handle 
that Point fully; and I ſhall not now repeat 
what I then ſaid; only give me leave to tell 
you, that if your Father and you are againſt my 
Scheme, he from an Apprehenſion of incurring 
the King's Diſpleaſure, and you upon Account 
of an extraordinary Delicacy, the only Ex- 
pedient I can think of, is, that we all leave 
France; but before we come to a final Reſo- 
lution, I am willing, ſor your Satisfaction and 
his, to make an Attempt to procure my Fa- 
ther's Conſent, upon Condition, that if I fail, 
your Father and you will promiſe to come 
into my Scheme. For my *. ſaid I ſgh- 
ing 
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ing, 1 ean promiſe nothing but this, that if my 
Father agrees to your Propoſal, you need not 
doubt but that I will, in that Caſe, conſent 
to the og y Thing that can make me happy. 


Tre Meſſenger found my bucher at 2 
ſeilles who ſet out directly to Lyons in a Poſt- 
Chaiſe. Our meeting was accompanied with 
the tende reſt marks of Affection: My Father 
embraced his little Flora and me with Tran- 
ſports, more like that of a Lover than a Father; 
and ſeemed to be ſo delighted with having his 
Children about him, that the Tears came 
_ trickling down his awful Cheek, and it may 
be judged whether I could remain unaffected 
with ſuch tender Marks of his Love. After 


we had ſpent ſome Time in thoſe agreeable 


Emotions of Heart which Nature excites ; he 
deſired my Siſter to retire into Mirella's Cham- 
ber, becauſe he wanted to talk to me in private, 
upon which {he left us. 


, Mr dear Henrietta, faid he when we were 
by ourſelves, the Sight of you brings freſh into 
my Remembrance my former Cruelties, and 
I am aſhamed to For Heaven's ' Sake, 


Sir, 8 1 interrupting him, talk no more 
of 
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of what 1 have long ſince forgot, and bad 1 
been a thouſand times worſe treated than 1 
was, the kind Acknowledgment you was 
pleaſed to make in your Letter, was more than 
I could have expected or even deſired. Well, 
my Dear, ſince you are willing to forget, what 
I heartily repent, let us drop that Subject, and: 
talk of Things more agreeable; I am greatly 
obliged, added he, to the Marquis de Noailles,, 
r the many Services he has rendered you,, 
ich, indeed, are ſo extraordinary, that I am, 
eſs, apt to imagine, he is influenced by 
ſome other Motive than mere Generoſity ; 
and I beg, my dear Child, that you will look. 
upon me as a Friend, in this Caſe, to whom: 
you may freely lay open your Heart. I am ex- 
tremely glad, Sir, ſaid I, that you have given. 
me an Opportunity of letting you know "Oy 
thing that has happened ſince I ſaw you laſt ; 
that I may regulate my Conduct, in an Aﬀair 
of the laſt Conſequence, by your Directions: 
I then recounted every Circumſtance of what 
had paſſed between the Marguis and me, from. 
the beginning of our Acquaintance to this. 
Day; and by my Manner of extolling every 
generous Action he had done for me, and the 


Purity as well as — of his Love, my 
Father. 
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Father no doubt eaſily perceived, how far my 
Heart was engaged, and, indeed, I did not 
intend to ed it, but with-all aſſured him, 
that I would in every thing obey his Com- 
mands. I am very muchata Loſs, my Dear, 
ſaid he, how to behave in this critical Affair: 
On the one Hand, I confider his extraordinary 
Merit and your mutual Attachment, and that 
nothing on Earth would give me more Satis- 
faction than to make you both happy; but on 
the other Hand, when 1 conſider who he is, 
and how averſe his Family will be to ſuch a 
Match, the Conſequences of it (at leaſt with- 
out his Father's Approbation) are to me dread- 
ful, and I know not to- what Place of the 
World we could retire, where we ſhould be 
ſkreened from the Effects of his Reſentment. 
However, if the Marquis conſents to what I in- 
tend to propoſe to him, when he ſpeaks to me 
upon the Subject, Iwill, at the laſt Extremity, re- N 
tire out of Frante with you, and give my Con- 
ſent to your Marriage. I immediately threw 
myſelf at his Feet, and embraced his Knees, 
with Tranſports that ſhewed him how deeply 
my Heart was engaged; but as we heard a 
| Noiſe in the next Room, of ſomebody coming 

in, I ſtarted to yup Coke and was ſcarce got 


up 
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up when the 1Zargnis entered. He made but 
one Step from the Noor to the Place where my 
Father ftood, and got him in his Arms before 
he ſpoke a Word. I am overjoved, Sir, ſaid 
he, to ſec you here, where J can deliver up 
my lovely Charge into your Hands, and thank 
you for the Confidence you placed ii me. Sir, 
ſaid my Father, after returning his Embraces 
with Raptures cqual to his; you have laid me 
under ſo many Obligations, that I know not 
how to repay them in Words, far leſs in Deeds. 
If theſe pretended Obligations, rephed he with 
Vivacity, were real, and a thouſand Times 
ſtronger than they are; you have it in your 
power, by one fingle Word, not only to over- 
pay them all, but alſo to make me infinitely 
indebted to you while I live: J adore your 
lovely Daughter, and her Poſſeſſion is the only 
thing that can make me happy; I flatter 
myſelf that your Conſent to our Marriage will 
not be diſagreeable to her, and ] aſk it of you 
on my Knees, he here made an Attempt to 
kneel, but my Father prevented it, by getting 
him in his Arms. You do me and my Daugh- 
ter, Sir, too much Honour in what you pro- 
poſe, and Heaven is my Witneſs, that nothing 
on Earth would give me fo much Pleaſure as 
to 
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ro call you Son in- Law 5 my Daughter, added T 
your generous Actions, as well as the fa- 
 vourable Sentiments you have for her; but, my 
dear Marquis, the Grandeur of your Family, 
and the great Diſproportion betwixt the Duke 
of « Noailles's eldeſt Son and my Daughter 
frighten. me from the Thoughts of ſuch an 
Alliance, without the Conſent of the Duke 
your Father; who, by ſuch a Marriage, be- 
ing diſappointed of a, Match that he has per- 
haps already in, view for you, would neyer 
forgive me; and I know not, if he would not 
have intereſt enough with the King, to get 
his Majeſty to write to any Prince, or Republic 
in Eurepe, in whoſe Dominions we took. Sang-. 
tuun, to have us ſent back to Hange, where 
doubt expect, would be to end my 
Wan Days in the worſt Dungeon of the 
Baflile, my Daughter condemned to a. Con- 
vent for Life, and your Marriage declared 
illegal; theſe are, Sir, the terrible Cenſequen- 
ces to be apprehended, from committing ſuch 
a raſh Step as this; for which Reaſen, .Lwould 
think it prudent to endeavour, firſt of all, to 
gain your Father's Conſent, and if you find 


that nothing can N Rs 'tis Time 
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enough then to think of the laſt Remedy; and 
J here ſolemnly proteſt that, if there is no 
other Way left to render you happy but by 
Flight, if you till perſiſt in the ſame Senti- 
ments, I will retire with you and my Daughter 
.to any Part of the World you think proper, let 
the Confequence be what it will; and, my dear 
Henrietta, ſaid he turning to me, I think you 
cannot love the Marquis ſo much as he de- 
ſerves, and I therefore lay my Commands on 
you, that you will, from this Moment, regard 
him as your Huſband, to which I moſt heartily 
and joyfully conſent, wiſhing the Accom- 
Pliſhment of his and your Happineſs, as I wiſh 
my! own ; upon which he took hold oft my Hand 
and the Marguis's and joined them; Heaven 
bleſs you both, my Children, ſaid he, may 
your - Hands be ſoon thus joined before the Altar, 


and your "Bodies united by Marriage, as vour 


Hearts are by Love. Tre receive this dear Pledge, 


cried the Marguis, looking at me with Eyes 
that ſparkled with Love, of my future Happi- 
neſs, with thoſe Raptures which a paſſionate 
Heart feels on tbe Proſpe& even of a diſtant 
Bus; alas]! too diſtant for the Impatience of 
4 a Lover's fierce Deſires ! But ſince I am aſſured 


. 


in 
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in the Poſſeion of the dear perſon whom I now- 
hold by the Hand, I will endeavour to ſupport 
this rigorous Delay, with the, comfortable 
Thoughts, that every Day brings me nearer to 
that happy Moment, in which all my Wiſhes 
wall be crowned ; and I now take Heaven | to 
Witneſs, that never Woman but my deareſt 
Miſs. Tencin ſhall call me Huſband; and I do 
as ſolemnly proteſt, ſaid I, ſince I have my 
Father's Approbation, that no Man ſhall call 
me Spouſe, but the Perſon whom I now hold 
by the Hand, giving it a gentle Squeeze as I 
pronounced my Vow ; and I, cried my Fa- 
ther, declare in the Preſence of God, that I 
ſhall never give my Conſent to your being 
married to any other Man, while the Marquis 
d. Noailles continues in the Reſolution of ho- 
nourizng me with his Alliance, And now my 
dear Marquis, added he, as we have ſettled - 
this grand Point, I hope to your Satisfaction, 
I will leave you for half an Hour, that 1 may 
go and do a little Buſineſs with. a Done in 
Town; he then left us, : 


"My deareſt Spouſe, aid ebe Ae (for 
I think I may. now call you ſo, after having 
got your Father's and your own. l 1 
e have 
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have religiouſly obſerved that rigorous Treaty» 

by which J was tied town to a Behaviour very 
inconſiſtent with the Ardours of my paſſionate 
Heart, which murmured fadly at its being de. 

prived of innocent Enjoyments, for no other 
it is capable of deſiring; but it now pleads to 
be indulged, as ĩts Deſires are authoriſed by your 
Father, and as I muſt be ſoon condemned, per- 
haps, to a long and cruel Abſence; you ought 
in Pity to grant me what Favours Honour and 


Virtue can comply with, for none other 1 


defire ; what do you ſay, my lovely Angel? I 
bluſhed, looked down, and the ſwelling Tear 
ſtood trembling in my Eye, which he no 

ſooner perceived than ſtarting back, alas! what 

do I fee ! Is my fond Demand the Cauſe of that 
Fear, which I ſee ready to drop from your 
Eye, and am I ſo unfortunate as to have of- 

fended you? No, no, faid J advancing, and 
taking hold of his Hand, I know you are not 
capable ofasking me any Favours but what are in- 
nocent, but thoſe paſſionate Fondneſſes will only 
ſerve to ſtir up a Flame, which is perhaps ſtronger 


already in my Breaſt, than what it ought to be, 


not to mention the Indecency, which nothing 
but the Benediction of the Prieſt before the Altar 
can authoriſe; and what hinders us, cried he, 


to 
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to receive that Benediction privately, . with⸗ 
out letting your Father no any thing of the 
Matter? It would be ungenerous as well as 
undutiful in me, ſaid J. to deceive a Father, 
who has but now given me ſuch Proofs of his 
Affection, in conſenting to my Happineſs; 
Vou are in the right, my Deareſt, anſwered 
he, my Paſſion blinds me, but your Prudence 
opens my Eyes, and makes me at the ſame 
Time admire your Diſcretion and condemn 
my own Folly, but it ſhews this, at leaſt, that 
without you | am loſt, and that I want to call 
you mine at any Rate; he then kiſſed my 
Hands and my Arms, and inſenſibly without any; 
premeditated Deſign, I truly believe, we were faſt 
locked in one another's Arms, and every bit of 
my Face kiſſed over and over again» What an en- 
chanting, Deluſion is Love, and how little. are 
Hearts, ſo enflamed as ours were, able to reſiſt 
the Torrent of their Deſires, when they do not 
attempt to drive us on to the Commiſſion of 
what is palpably vicious; and tho? the fond 
Poſture we were in, might have given um 
brage to any indifferent Perſon who had ſeen 
it, pet I dare ſay his Thoughts were as pure 
and innocent as mine, and that the Delectation 
flowing from our mutual Embraces, was not 
in the leaſt ſullied with that groſs and unreſined 
Ce 3 Plea- 
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Pleaſure, which owes its Source to the 

ſenſual, Appetites, and can riſe no higher: 
Our Caſe may be properly enough compared to 
the Muſician's touching the String of his Cre- 
mana Fiddle, from which he extracts the me- 
lodious Tone that tinkles in his raviſhed Ear, 
glides ſweetly through the ſanguine Veins, and 

ſoothes the laboured Mind. Juſt fo, the pleaſ- 
ing Touches ruſhed to our raptured Hearts, and 
filled our Souls with Harmony and Delight, as 
unmindful of the firſt Cauſe, as the Muſician of 
the Touch, from whence proceeded the har- 
monious Sound: Our Souls were raviſhed with 
a pute and refined Extaſy, communicated, in- 
deed;/ by the Channel of our Senſes, but not 
in the leaſt affected by their Influence, which 
no doubt made us both give a Looſe to what 
might be called the Quinteſſence of Pleaſure, 

far ſuperior to the moſt exquiſite ſenſual 
Enjoyments, even when they fly not in the 
Face of Conſcience, by their being authorized 
by the Laws of God and Man; for I cannot 
help thinking, that in this Caſe (which is eer- 
tainly that, wherein they are allowable, and 
have their higheſt Reliſh) the delicate Mind muſt 
look upon the ſenſual} Rapture, rather as a 
Curſe than a Bleſſing, ſince it brings us upon a 
Level with the brute Creation; and it is not 
at. 
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at all imrrobable, but this unhappy Blemiſh'irt- 
our Conſtitution may be traced back to the firſt 
Pair, from whom we derive” this and other 
Misfor tunes; but I have got ſo deep in 
my Reflections, that I have quite loſt the 
Thread of my Story, and tho* T ought, perhaps, 
notwithſtanding all I have ſaid in Juſtification 
of our claſping Poſture, not to bring that fond 
Scene a ſecond Time upon the Stage; yet as 
I profeſs the ſtricteſt attachment to Truth, I 
muſt not omit even thoſe Paſſages of my Life, 
which perhaps may condemn me in the Opinion 
of People, who examine every thing by the rule 
of rigid Virtue; all I can ſay to skreen me from 
Critics of that Stamp, is, that I defy the World 
to brand me with any Action unbecoming a 
Woman of Honour and Virtue; but if their 
Delicacy is offended at thoſe Freedoms which 
I allowed. a Man to whom 1 had given my 
Heart, and to whom I expected in a ſhort 
Time to give my Hand, I ſhall not trouble 
myſelf about them; the rather, becauſe I 
neither had then nor ſince the leaſt Check of 
Conſcience. upon that Account, and I believe 
it will ſcarce be imagined, that it would have 
allowed me to enjoy a perfect Serenity of Mind, 
had there been any thing vicious in what I did. 
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I tan, with a ſafe Confcience, atteſt Heaven 
for the unſpotted Purity of my Thoughts, in 
the height of theſe endearing Embraces, and 
I never had the leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpect my Lo- 
ver of any Intentions that were diſhonourable z 
ſo that I may ſafely conclude, that no Inſtance 
can be given of an Attachment more ſincere or 


more virtuous than Fe much oy way 
of vn ATION 8 | 


\Veby my Father's Return,' it was agreed 
that the Marquis ſhould ſet out next 1 for 
— n we for — 


> of 


To deſcribe» 3 — when the Mo- 
ment of our Separation came, would require a 
Pen more capable of repreſenting Grief, in its 
true Colours, than mine. 1 ſhall therefore 
draw the Curtain upon this moving Scene of 
Tears and Sorrow, which to Perſons whoſe 
Hearts are not hard as Rocks, would be no 
agreeable Entertai met 3 and to thoſe who 
never felt the Power of _ 4 men of _ 
dieule. | 


Ix three 1346 + © arrived at — 
and the Marg. i: %s twice 
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as long as ours, got to Paris much about the 


ſame time, as I found by the Date of the 


firſt Letter J received from him, which ony 


acquainted me of his ſafe Arrival, and that he 
was juſt going to Verſailles to ſee his Father, 
and to receive from him the Sentence of Death 
or Life; and that I might expect to have a 
Letter from him every Week, till he had the 
Happineſs of ſeeing me again, not forgetting 
to put my Father and me in mind of our Pro- 
miſe, in caſe his Happineſs could not otherwiſe 
be accompliſned. But the Influence of my 
unhappy Stars prevailed, and all the flattering 
Proſpect, with which 1 had, in vain, fed my 
fond Heart, vaniſhed, on reading the following 
Letter, which came in a Week after I received 


FT is impoſſible for me to expreſs, or you, -my. 
dear Charmer, io conceive my preſent Diſtreſt. 
No; tbe Malice of Hell. could not have given my. 
Heart greater Torture than the Trick my Father 
has played me; but he deceives himſelf if he ima- 
gines, by his Stratagem, to make me abandon a 
Deſign, in the Proſecution whereof my Flonour, 
as well as Happineſs, ts ſo deeply engaged. As I 


inew his Attachment to Money, before I mentioned 


miu 
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ming to the lovely Miſs Tencin, 1 found means 
to raiſe, by the help of a Friend of mine, (whom 
Z let into the Secret) a hundred thouſand Livres, 
which with Bononi's Legacy, punctualhy remitted 
by Rimini, 1 placed in the Toun· Houſe, and 
tes a Contract, in your Name, far. the whole, 
bearing Intereſt at the rate of frue.in the hundred, 
tot deubting but this Piece of Paper (with which 
7 pretended your Father had truſted me) would 
plead more eſfactually with. him than all that 1 
cauld ſay upon your Charms, and thi Vidlencs of 
my Paſſion, beth which you may believe, my 
Deareft; I repreſented in-Torms ſo flrong, that 
he could not but plainly ſee my Paſſion was not to 
be conquered.by the flattering Preſpect of a grand 
Alliance; and I even inſinuated that, rather than 
te wretched and miſerable, I would retire is ſoms 
diftant Corner of the World with the Perſon 
whom I loved, who-was generous enough ta accept 
of me as a Hushand, without a Fortune. He 
fmiled, and made me the fillowing artful Anſwer; 
You are young, and this. youthful Flaſh of 
Love is too violent to be of any long Duration; 
my Advice is, that you put your Paſſion to 
the Trial of a little Time and Abſence, and if 
you find that it ſtill ſubſiſts, I will conſent to 
i Union wich Miſs Fencins rather than 


make 


Noailles and Tencin, Jil 
make you unhappy, tho? my doing ſo diſap- 
points all my Views with regard to your 
Eftabliſhment. He then left me, without giving 
me time to mate any Auſiver, and went direftly 
| {as he owned afterwards) to the King's Apart- 
ment, to whom he communicated the whole Affair, 
begging of his Majefly, that he would be pleaſed 
to ſend me to ſome foreign Court, upon ſame Buſt 
neſs of ſmall Conſequence, for which no Alluwance 
ſhould be required. The King told him be would 
think of ſome Fournty, and was not lang before 
he frund out Employment for me; for that very 
Evening, as J attended at Supper, his Majeſty 
made a Sign to me fo approach, and told me ſoftly, 
Marquis, follow me to my Cloſet after Supper, 
Where I want to ſpeak. with you. I nade a 
inv Bow of Obedience, without ſaying any thing; 
but as I immediately Judged that this private In- 
| Terview with the Ki mg Was a Scheme of my. Fa- 
ther'e, I reſolved to open my. Heart to bis Mer 
jelly, "hol knew, by exper tence, the Force 6 
Love, and would, I hoped, pity. me, The 44 
ment he roſe from Table, 1 follrwed him to his 
Apartment with a Crowd of Courtiers, - whom 
he left in the State-Room, and toent into his 
Cliſet, where he was not long before a Valet de 
Chambre in waiting came out, and whiſdered 
| me 
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we 6 20 in. Marquis, ſaid the King upon "ny 


entering, it is now time to initiate you into 
the political School ; my Service requires ſend- 
ing one to the Court of Spain, upon a parti- 
cular Affair, and I have pitched upon you for 
executing that Cominiflion. 7 directly threw 
myſelf at his Feet. Your Majeſty cannot, 1 hope, 
doubt of my Readineſs to ſacrifice my Life and 
F une in your Service; but be fo good, Sir, 


added I, as to let me know if my Father (who, 


i am perſuaded, has asked this Employment from 
your Majeſty for nie has communicated to your 
Majefly tbe Motive of his Requeſt ? He has, 


anfwered the King ſmiling, told me ſomething 
of an Amour, which he thinks a little Buſineſs 


and Abſence will cure. I then b-gged bis Ma- 
Jefly's Permiſſion to let him know our Story, and 
the Situation of my Hear t, which, with bis Per- 
miſſion, 1 did in ſuch. a manner, that he was 
moved. with my Na rration, and promiſed, upon 

my Return, if 1 perfiſted in my ppp Bron 

| wſe his Intereſt with my Father to conſent to my 
Marriage. This is, my dear Miſs, the un- 
happy Succeſs of my Journey here, and I have no 


Gamfart. left, but in the Hopes that paur Father | 


and you; will conſent to our retiring from this 


Cauntry of Oppreſſion and Cruelty. I have pre- 
on | | tended 
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* a flight- Ind: orion, which I am reſolved 
pull laſt until the Bearer of this Letter with 
your Contraft (which I did not chuſe to ſend by 
the common Pet) returns, by whom I expect the 


Sentence of my Death or Life, but whatever may 


be my Fate, no Woman upon Earth, but you, my 
Charmer, ſhall have Acceſs to the Heart of © 


The Marquis de Noailles, 


Tais Letter, which I received in four Days 
from the Date, overturned, as I at firſt ima- 
gined, all my Hopes; but my Father endea- 
voured to comfort me, not by agreeing to the 
Marguis's Propoſal, which I own was what 1 
could have wiſhed, but by telling me, that the 
King was extremely exact in execiiting his 
Promiſes, and that as we were both rather too 
young to enter into the matrimonial State, a 
few Months delay could do no harm, but ra- 
ther be an Advantage to me, in putting my 
Lover's Conſtancy to a neceſſary Trial; for, 
{aid he, if he ſhould prove unconſtant now, 
it would ſhew him to be of a changeable Tem- 
per; and it might happen that, after Poſſeſ- 
ſion, what he now loves ſo paſſionately, would 
become indifferent to him, the conſequence 

Voi. Ih Dd - whereof 
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whereof muſt neceſſarily be Regret for his 
having committed fo raſh a Step, which muſt 


make both himſelf and you unhappy, if not 
prove a means of a Separation; beſides, added 


he, as both the King and his Father have con- 
ſented to his Marriage when he returns, ſhould 
they retract, he then may proſecute the other 
Scheme with a much better Grace than now 3 
and, for my part, I will not, in that caſe, 


oppoſe it. My Father's Reaſons were un- 


anſwerable, and indeed they opened my Eyes : 
We both of us, in our Letters, made uſe of 


the fame Arguments, and they had a good 
Effect; for the Marquis, the paſſionately in 
love, was not blind to Reaſon, beſides being 


perſuaded, by my manner of writing, that 
his obeying the King's Orders would be agree- 


able to me, he reſolved, upon the Receipt of 


my Letter, to comply, and therefore got at 


once clear of his pretended Illneſs, waited upon 


the King, and told his Majeſty, that he was 
ready to ſet out whenever he thought fit, which 
he did in three or four Days afterwards ; and 
in his Letter of Adieu to me, which was con- 
ceived in the moſt tender Terms, he begged 
I would ſend all my Letters under cover to a 


certain Banker in Bourdeaux, as he would his, 


not 
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not letting them appear at the Poſt-Office at. 
Paris, for fear of being intercepted. 


I received a Letter from N dated at 
Bourdeaux, as he paſſed there in his way to 
Spain, wherein he told me, that he hoped to 
be back in three Months; but the Court of ; 
Spain, no doubt deſired ſo to do by the 
French Miniſtry, delay'd from time to time the 
giving him an Anſwer, and when he at laſt 


got it, at the end of ſix Months, a Courier 


brought him an order from the King to repair 
forthwith to the Court of Portugal, to execute 
a Commiſſion there, the Secretary of State ac- . 
quainting him, in the King's Name, that his 
Majeſty was not unmindful of his Promiſe ; © - 
and the Duke his Father, in his Letter to 
him, by the ſame Expreſs, recommended his 
chearful Obedience to his Majeſty's Orders, 
if he expected the Accompliſhment | of his 
Yes upon his Return to France. 
I was ſure of hearing from bim every other 
Week, during his Stay at Madrid and Lion, 
in which laſt Place he remained as long as he 
had done at the former. 
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a ad Tp, a x, Young ; Man, Son to. 2 
rich Merchant in Marſeilles, ſell in love with 


Mirella, and as his Father was intimate with 
mine, the Son came frequently to our Houſe, 


where he found means to diſcover his Paſſion, 
and had the Satisfaction to find that my Friend 
was not inſenſible of his Merit, but would by 


no means conſent to any Propoſals of Mar- 


riage, till I was diſpoſed of. But as her Lover's 
Paſſion could not put up with ſuch Delays, he 
not only gained his Father, who was exceed- 
ingly fond of him, to conſent to his Marriage, 
but to ſpeak to my Father, and me particularly, 
to befriend him who had more to ſay with his 


Account only ſhe refuſed to give him her Hand. 
The young Man's Father was hearty in his 
Son's Intereſt, and begged I would uſe mine 
with her, declaring, that he did not value whe- 


ther ſhe had eyen a Shift to her Back or not. 


My Father repreſented this Offer as ſo advan- 
tageous to my Friend, that I reſolved to uſe 
all my Intereſt to prevail with her to give her 
Conſent, and my Father ſeconded me; fo 
that, after ſtanding out for ſome Days, we at 


laſt got the better of her Obſtinacy, and her 
Lover 
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Miſtreſs than any Perſon, and upon whoſe 
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Lover and* ſhe were married i in three Weeks 


after, and appeared to be very happy in the 
Poſſeſſion of one another; while 1 was con- 
ſuming myſelf with the melancholy Thoughts 
of being for ever deprived of what ane mn 


make me 2 


Bor to return to the 22 who, having 
finiſhed what he was ſent for to Lisbon, che 


tained leave to return to France, from whence 
he had been abſent a long tedious Vear in his 


Calender and mine ; - but his Father finding, 
upon his Arrival, that his Paſſion was rather” 


| augmented than diminiſhed, and that he in- 


ſiſted on the Execution of the King's and his 
Promiſe, reſolyed to put an end to his Hopes 
and mine at once, and had the Art to bring 
over the King to his way of thinking, Who⸗ 

when the Marquis claimed his Majeſty's Pro- 
miſe, anſwered coldly that a Man of his Qua- 
lity ought to marry more for che fake' of Al- 

lance than Beauty, and that his Father had 
propoſed : a Match for him ſo advantageous to 
his Family, in every reſpec, that te arrows not 


countenance his youthful TV Os. 
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Taz lors” retired Licht ſaying a 
Word, or going near his Father 8 Houſe; but 


directly went from Verſailles to Paris, where 
he took Poſt, the Moment hg arrived, for 


Marſeilles, and on the third Day his ſetting 
out, I had the pleaſure of ſeeing him once 


more, but ſo changed with Grief and Fatigue, 


that I almoſt fainted away upon his firſt Ap- 


pearance. He got me directly in his Arme, 
where we remained ſome Minutes neither of 
us able to pronounce a ſingle Word. I am 
come here, my dear Charmer, faid he at 
laſt, to know whether I am to expe& more 
Exactneſs in the Performance of Promiſes in 
Marſeilles than at Court, where not only my 
Father, but alſo the King himſelf has failed 
in his royal Word ; and if I am to be happy in 
your Poſſeſſion, it cannot be but by your leav- 


ing France without loſs of Time; for I am no 
longer to flatter myſelf with obtaining my Fa- 


ther's Conſent to our Marriage. What do you 
ſay, my dear Angel, added he? can 1 hope 
that I ſhall not be betrayed. here, as I have 
been at Verſailles? I can only anſwer for my- 
ſelf, ſaid I, and it ſhall be in a few Words. 


If my Father * his Word, , — I hope 
| he 
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ke will, I am ready to retire with you to the 


remoteſt Corner of the Earth; T expect him 


in every Minute, and we {ſhall then know his. 
Sentiments ;z. and I had ſearce pronounced 


theſe Words, when he appeared ; and it may 


be judged how great Was his Surprize upon 
ſeeing the Margie, whom he ſo little ex- 


peed. They flew to one another with equal- 
Ardour, and I conceived great Hopes from 
this friendly Embrace. The Marquis gave 
my Father a particular Account of what had 
paſſed betwixt his Father and him, not forget- 
ting the King's Part, and concluded with: 
claiming the Performance of his Promiſe. 
'Tis juſt, cried my Father, and, let the Con- 
ſequence be what it will, I am ready to keep 
my Word.., The Marguis, in the Twinkling 
of an Eye, was proftrate at his Feet, and was 
kiſſing my Father's Hand, on which he had 
ſeized, and I was ſo moved with this tender 
Proof of his Affection to me, that Tears of 
Joy ſtreamed from my Eyes. My Father loſt 


no Time in raiſing him up, being aſhamed. 
of the humble Poſture he had put himſelf 
in. My dear Marquis, faid be, embracing: 


him tenderly, I am not ſurprized at your Fa- 


ders Avertion to this Match, *tis what I 


expected, 
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expected, but I am greatly ſurpriſed, at the 
Conſtancy of your Attachment to my Daugh- 
ter, and I think her Father and ſhe would be 


extremely ungenerous, if they did not run 
all Riſks to teſtify their Gratitude; and therefore 


I am reſolved to agree to your Propoſal of leav- 
ing France as ſoon as poſſible. But where ſhall 


we go, added he, for I ſhould not chuſe to re · 
turn to ah, for Reaſons you are no Stranger 
to? It is indifferent to me, ſaid the Marguis, 
where we go, but I think Holland or England 


willbe the beſt Places of Sanctuary for us, as there 


are abundance of French Refugees i in thoſe, 
two Countries; and tho* we are not perſecuted. 
for. the Sake of Religion, yet I believe we 


ſhall de well received, as we are not to be a 


Charge upon them; but, added he, no Time 
muſt be Joſt, for my diſappearing will give, 


my Father a Suſpicion. that I am come here; 
and, I doubt not, but there will be an Order 
from Court to have me taken ups for whichRea- 5 
ſon, if you think proper, I will ſet out to- mor- 
row for Geneva,where I will remain till you come 
there; and as no body knows me in that Place, 
L will paſs for a Traveller, who is come to ſee 
the Town out of Curioſity :. This was agreed. 


"PG! and my Father with my. Siſter and I. 


Were. 
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were to ſet out in a Week's Time, "and give out | 


that we were going to Paris. But, alas! alt” 
our Projects were diſconcerted, and all my 
Hopes for ever loſt; for an Order from Court 
followed the Marquis cloſe at the Heels; which 
the Duke procured, not doubting but (upon 
being informed of his Son's having left Paris in 
a Poſt-Chaiſe, attended only by his Valet de 
Chambre) that his Journey was to this Place. 


The Order, directed to the Intendant, was to 


confine him to his Lodgings till farther Orders, 


and at the ſame Time to acquaint my Father, 


which he did perſonally, that he and his Daugh- 
ter having inveigled the Marguis de Wailles in 
an extravagant Amour, it was his Majeſty's 
Intentions, that an effectual Stop ſhould be 
put to the Proſecution of it; for which Rea- 
ſon the Marquis was actually under Confine- 
ment, and the Houſe guarded by Soldiers; and 
that he had Orders to notify his Majeſty's Plea- 


' ſure to him, which was, that he left it to his: 


Choice to retire out of the Dominions of Fance 
in eight Days with his Family, or to marry his. 
Daughter in that Time, and if he did not 
chuſe either of theſe two Things, that his Or- 
ders were to take me out of my Father's. 
Houſe, and ſend me to a Convent, where 1 

Was. 
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was to remain during the King's Pleaſure 7 
adding, that he had particular Orders not to let 
my Father or any body belonging to me know 
where I was to be ſent. As there is no patly- 
ing with the Executors of the Royal Commands, 
my F ather made no Remonſtrances againſt 


fuch rigorous Proceedings, and only told the 
Intendant, that as his Daughter was the prin- 


cipal Perſon concerned, he begged he would 
give him leave to know what part of the Puniſh- 


ment I would chuſe to ſubmit to; upon which 


I was called, not knowing any thing of my 


Misfortune, and it may eafily be judged how 
much I was ſurprized, when my Father told 
me the diſmal Tale; which, to my own great 
Surpriſe, as well as his, 1 bore with more 


Conſtancy, than he, or even I myſelf thought 
I could have done : E Such cruet Perſecution 


filled my Breaſt with Reſentment more than 


my Eyes with Tears, ſo that I fpoke my Mind 


pretty freely on the Ctuelty and Injuſtice of 
this Barbarity, at which the Intendant only 
ſmiled, and told me, that J muſt tell him what A 
reſolved upon. That I ſhall do very eaſily, 


ſaidT; to oblige my Father to leave the Kingß- 


dom would be puniſhing him for my Crime, 


for which Reaſon 1 ſet aſide that part of the 
Pro- 
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Propoſal; and for marrying a Man I don't 
love, would be puniſhing myſelf, which i in- 


tend to do as little as the other : Now, Sir, 


added I, you know my Choice, and you may 
tranſport me when and where you pleaſe. 
Very well, anſwered he, Iwill; go and prepare 
a Chaiſe for you, and two Hours hence it 
ſhall be here ; in the mean Time get what 
things you intend to take along with you ready, 


and as he was going, it is proper, ſaid he, to 


acquaint you, leſt you ſhould meditate your 
Eſcape, that no Mortal will be allowed to ſtir 
out of this Houſe till I return, or ſome Perſon 
having my Orders. When he was gone, my 
Falls took me in his Arms, and, with the 
Tears in his Eyes, cried in deep Affliction, 
Alas ! my dear Child, what an unhappy Day is 
this, and how wretched am II Tt was ſome-- 
thing very extraordinary, that Ty who all my 
Life had been ſo ſubject to ſhedding Tears, + 
could look at my Father's without bearing him 
company, but I attributed my Inſenſibility that 
way, to a ſullen Grief that had ſeized upon my 
Heart, and the Time was not yet come for a 
Mitigation of its Fury by an Exploſion from 
my Eyes in a watry Deluge. Sir, ſaid I to 


* with a ſeeming Compoſure that very 
mnch 
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much ſurpriſed bim, don't let my Mis- 
fortunes aMict you z it is the Will of Hea- 
ven; and therefore, our Duty to ſubmit with- 
aut murmuringe This is not the firſt Tryal I 
have undergone; and as my Conſcience does not 
accuſe me of any Crime, I hope the ſame Pro- 
vidence, that has hitherto ſo viſibly. protected 
me, will not abandon me now ; but if it hap- 
pens that-]-ſhall ſink under this Perſecution, . 
it ia no doubt for the Puniſhment of my giving 
myſelf up too immoderately to deluſve 
Proſpects of Happineſs, and allowing my 
"Thoughts to be wholly taken up with earthly 
Pleaſures, for which Heaven now juſtly puniſhes 
me; but it is now Time, added I, to prepare 
for my Journey; upon which I left my F ather 
in a moſt deplorable. Condition. Ihe firſt 
Thing I did, was to put my Contract i in the 
Box where I kept my Jewels, and indeed my 
Treaſure, what with one thing and another, was 
not indifferent 1 then packed up my Clothes 


and Linen, and what gave me no ſmall Joy 
was, that I was exempted from bidding adicu to 


Mirella and my dear links Siſter, whom Mi - 
n A* N be⸗ 
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Tus Intendant took che Trouble to come 
himſelf at the Time appointed; and, in two 
Minutes or ſo, a Chair drawn by four Horſes, 
and eſcorted by ſix of thofe People whom they 
on Horſeback,” ſtopped at our Door 3 I 
could obſerve them from the Window, which 
greatly ſtartled me at firſt, but [ ſoon re- 
covered my Spirits. My Trunk was directly 
carried down and fixed on betwixt the two 
laſt Horſes and the Chaiſe, which _ and 
Word brought that 2 I embraced 
my Father for the laſt Time. It is the Will 
of Heaven, ſaid I, and we are bound to ſubmit; 
then turning to the Intendant, I hope Sir, 
faid I to him, our Enemies will be ſatisſied with 
facrificing me to their Reſentment, and not 
diſturb my Father, who has given them no 
Offence ; 1 ſhould be glad likewiſe, added I, 
before I leave this Room, that you would give 
me ſome Aſſurance, that my Honour is ſafe 
in the Hands of my Conductors, ho ſeem, by 
their Appearance, to be no other than the 
no concern, Mifs, anfwered he, about your 
Life or your Honour, both are as ſafe as if you 
Vor. II. Ee were 
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were to remain here, and that you may not be 

by yourſelf on the Road, you are to have a 
Companion in the Chaiſe with you, who is a 
very diſcreet Woman. I then made a low 

Curteſy to my Father, who was rather dead 
than alive, and walked down Stairs with no 
ſeeming Concern, ho my Heart was like to 
Jus yon me. 5 


een was a Woman pretty * 
ner in Vears, who had got her Leſſon not 
to mention where we were going, and tho' 
I made- ſeveral attempts to diſcover what was 
to be the Place of my Confinement, yet ſhe 
was true to her Truſt, and told me it was 
needleſs to ask her .Queſtions which ſhe was 
not at liberty to anſwer; but that I might be 
perſuaded I would mect with very good Uſage | 
in the Place to which ſhe; was conducting me; 
and at which we arrived towards the Eyening c of 
on ay —__ our ade en 


=—_y 


\ Tas on were — . of the Rea- 
fon of my -Confinement, and agreeably ſur- 
priſed, when they . diſcovered how immenſely 
rich I was: {which 1 took care to let 2 them 
know, being perſuaded that it was the moſt 

e pa. ceeffec- 
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effectual Way of procuring good Uſage.) There 
was an univerſal Emulation, from the Prioreſs 
to the Cook-Maid, who ſhould ſhew me the 
greateſt Reſpect, and be the fitſt in my good 
Gtaces; ſo that I lived comfortably enough; 
but hearing no News either of the Marquis or 
my Father for ſome time, I began to think 
that they had abandoned me to my unhappy 
Fate; and this, by degrees, gave me ſuch a 
Difguſt at the Worl|, that I began to think of 
abandoning it in my Turn; and the Nuns no 
ſooner perceived that I had ſome thoughts that 
Way, than they employed all their Art and 
Rhetorick to confirm me in the glorious De- 
ſign (as they termed it) of renouncing all 
Commerce with a degenerate World; and what 
with my own Diſappointments and Croſies, 
joined to their inceſſan t Sollicitations, I at laſt - 
was prevailed upon to promiſe, that if there 
Vas no Alteration in my Affairs ſoon, IWould 
enter upon my Noviciate; fully reſolved be- 
fore I pronounced my Vows, to return the 
Contract to the Marquis, and to give all my 
Jowels to the Convent as my Portion, which 
was more than the double of hat they uſually 
received from Nuns whom they admitted into 
their Order. What i is there, ſaid I to myſelf, 

E Ce 2 in- 
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Ly this World that ſhould make me now. 6nd 
of it, after the Loſs of all that was deareſt to 
me in it? Have I not, young as I am, gone 
through enough of Tryak, and is it not high 
time for me to betake myſelf to a Place of 
Refuge, where I ſhall be no more the Butt of 
Malice and Perſecution? let me make a Merit 
of a voluntary Sacrifice, and, ſince I was not 
born to be happy here, let all my Thoughts 
be employed on that happy Place, where there 
are no Croſſes, no Diſappointments, but an 
eternal Circle of perſect Felicity. But the very 
next Day aſter, 1 had in a manner taken my 
laſt: Reſolution, I was called to the Grate to 
ſpeak to a Gentleman, who ſaid he had a 
Meſſage to me from the Intendant of Mar- 
ſcillet; and before he called for me, he had 
ſpoken with the Prioreſs, and ſatisfied her upon 
the Subject of his Meſlage ; ſo that ſhe made 
no' Diffieulty of allowing bim to ſee and cons 
verſe with me in private, the Grate betwixt 


us. 


O Heavens, cried I ! ſhall I believe my Eyes, 
and is it really you, my dear Marquis, whom 
I ſee, or ſomething only in your Likeneſs, 
that comes to give ſome Minutes eaſe to my 

poor 
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poor tortured Heart? I am no Viſion, my 
deareſt Angel, eried he, but that unhappy 
identical Man, who is aſhamed to appear be- 
fore one, whom my barbarous Father uſes with / 
ſo much Cruelty ; but all his Stratagems ſhall - 
not avail to make me forfeit'my Honour, or 
abandon the Intereſt of my Heart. Stop, Sir, 
ſaid J interrupting him, and do not make ſuch 
bitter Complaints againſt the Duke, who has 
ſolid views for your Advantage; and does not 
oppoſe our Union, but becauſe he finds it 
veither for the Honour nor Intereſt of his Fa- 
mily; and ſhould we proceed in our Deſigns 
againſt his Will, Heaven, I am afraid, would 
not give a Bleſſing to ſuch Nuptials; and there- 
fore, my dear Marquis, it is better I ſhould! be- 
miſerable alone, than to be the Occaſion of a 
Rupture betwixt your Father and you: Let 
me ſeclude myſelf from the World in this Re- 
ligious Houſe, and devote the Remainder of 
my Life to the Service of Heaven, by whoſe: 
Appointment, perhaps, my coming to this Con- 
vent is brought about. Ts it Miſs Tencin, ſaid: - 
he ſighing, (who not long ſince took Heaven 
to witneſs the ſincerity of her Vows, when 
ſhe engaged herſelf,” her Hand in mine, to be 
my Spouſe) that holds this 1 No, it 

9,15 Eee - eee 


Army; 


cangot be ; ſh he e has Hox onour, and returns my 
Loye with Affection on her part; the Perſon 
with whom 15 am now converſing, is a Friend 
of my Father's, and my Enemy; my Eyes 
have deceived me, and my Heart was fo pre- 
poſſeſſed with the Image of that charming Girl, 
that] did not at firſt examine the Perfon who 
preſented herſelf at the Grate ; but, added'he, 

looking at me ſtedfaſtly, O Heavens ! tis 
ſhe herſelf, I now perceive thoſe Charms that 
robbed me of my Liberty, and that will ere 
long rob me of my Life, by depriving me of 
hopes, founded, I thought, upon the moſt 
ſolid Grounds. What can de the Meaning 
of this ſudden Change ? Do you no longer 
love me ? Have the Nuns in this Convent, 
according to their laudable Cuſtom, been uſing 
their Arts to diſguſt you with the World, in 

order to hook you in among them ? I think, 

in Juſtice to yourſelf, as well as to me, you 
ought to let me know the real Cauſe of 
your Change, and of my Diſgrace; for as for 
my Father's Averſion to our Marriage, you 
ſeemed to have got over that on my Arrival at 
Marſeilles from Paris, ſince you agreed, with 
your Father's Approbation, to leave France in 


a Week ; and, therefore, 1 cannot but con- 
clude, 
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CP 
clude, that there is ſome other, Cauſe than 
what I am acquainted with; and it will be 
kind in you to let me N it. Such Re- 
proaches, from the Man 1 loved 4 thouking 
times more than my Life, pierced my Heart, 

and therefore I reſolved to let him know alt the 
Extent of its wretched State; but, at the fame 
time, my fum Intentions not to purchaſe my 
own Happineſs by involving a Family,” ſuch as 
wh into. >, Spaſuſſpn, and by becpmigy” me 


Conſtancy,. my Heart is in he fame Difpo. 
ſition it was when I vowed. to be your Spouſe, 
and will continue ſo to the laſt Moments of 
my Life; but 1 ſee, in what has happened 
both to you and myſelf, ſuch a violent Aver- 

ſion in your Father to our Marriage, that 1 
not only dread the Effects of his Reſentment 
for you and myſelf, but likewiſe for my poor 
Father, whom be will endeavour to ruin as an 
Accomplice; and cherefore, T would advife 
vou, as the only means to diſarm the Duke's 
Rage, and to preſerve my unhappy Family 
from the Effects of his Fury, to abandon an 
unfortunate Creature, whoſe Happiness i is not 


to be accompliſhed but by Your diſobeying * a 
loving 
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loving F ather, and ruining your Fortune, 
with 1 Carmdt conſent to; and here the Tears 


that guſhed from my Eyes, with the Sighs and. 


Sobs, put it out of my power to finiſh what 
I intended to have faid. And this is your final 
Reſolution, ſaid he as pale as Death? It is, 
anſwered” I, the unhappy Neceffity to which 


I am reduced. I ſhi!l not pretend, replied he, 


to repreſent your Cruclty and Injuſtice, but 
only beg this laſt Favour of you, that you will, 
not engage yourſelf, by Vows, in this or any. 
other Convent for ſix Months, in which time 
you will either hear of my Death, or of my 
having procured my Father's Conſent to our 
Marriage; and this I think you cannot refuſe, 
unleſs your Heart be quite changed a 
need rot doubt, my dear Marquis, ſaid I, 

my waiting the Time you mention, I T 
come under Engagements that muſt tic ine for 
Life, and you may alſo be perſuaded, that 
your obtaining the Duke's Conſent ef 7 
make me as happy as it could yori, - and, 

confirmation of my Promiſe, T here giv 725 
Hand, thruſting it through the Crate. Wh: 1 
he ſeized and kiſſed with eager Tranſp ! ; 
and lifting up his Eyes, made this Exclama : 


E i3 HOO ORG, that if my Fatben 
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tiques obſtinate, . the End of my 1 will end, 
my Miſery : Adieu, my dear, but eruel Char- 
mer, I will die your Lover, if 1 cannot live to. 
be your Huſband ; and then be hurried out of. 
the Parlour, with Eyes drowned in Tears, and 
it was, with great Difficulty, by the Afliftance, - 
of Hartſhorn that I could keep myſelf from 
fainting away; however, I made a ſhift to get 
to my Chamber, and to throw myſelf upon the 
Bed, watering my Couch with Tears, and be- 


t my unhapf. Fate. 


2 and. the Manvecniers 


Have rend your n any 7 my | 
deareſt Siſter, ſaid Miſs Biron, two Days 
after ſhe had got it, and I believe I have ſhed 
as many Tears as ever you did in any two 
Days of your Life, but I cannot be reconciled 
to your ſerupulous Delicacy, as your Father 
conſents to your Marriage. How widely do 
you and I differ in our Sentiments; ſhould my 
Spark fall upon any Stratagem to get me out of 
this Place, I believe I ſhould not require | 
much Entreaty to take a Ramble; with him, 


and commit Matrimony when we were out of 
| 8 


n 
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my Father's Reach; and ] really think, my 
dear Friend, added I, you have a great deal to 
anſwer for, in uſing ſo perfect a Lover in ſo 
i aruel a manner; but I promiſed neither to chide 
vou, nor to combat your Reſolution, which 
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was the Condition of your giving me the Peruſal 
54 of your Manuſeript; but I did not promiſe to 
1 weiſh, that you may never be a Nun in this 
1 rent and, whatever you may think, 1 
am hopeful that your Caſe is not ſo defoarues.. 
| as you imagine it; for I look upon the Mar- 
1 quis de Noailles's Paſſion to be capable of kil- 
ling him, and I cannot imagine that his Father 
will hold out, if he finds his Life in danger: 
Providence, added I, has extricated you out 
of many perplexing Difficulties, and why ſhould 
it abandon you now? Here our Converſation 
was interrupted by a Nun's entering with a 
Meſſage from the Prioreſs, who deſired I would 
come to the Parlour, where ſhe was talking 
with a young Gentleman, who calls himſelf 
the Chevalier de Miremont, and has brought a 
Letter from Miſs Birin's Father to the Prioreſs, 
and no doubt one to herſelf. This unexpected 
News threw me into a trembling Fit, and it 
was with difficulty that I could beg of the Nun 


ta go before me, and tell the Prioreſs that 1 
would 
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would wait upon her in a Minute. Vou ſee, 
ſaid I, my dear Miſs, for I will no longer call 
you Siſter Tereſa, how Events Mappen quite 
different from our Expectation, and whoever 
had told me, an Hour ago, that I ſhould not 
only ſee the Chevalier de Miremont this Day, 
but that he ſhould be the Bearer of a Letter 
from my Father, I ſhould have been apt to 
conclude, that they kept a Correfpondence 
with Demons, or that they were ſtark mad ; 
and therefore once more let me tell you, that 
I don't deſpair of ſeeing you happy in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of your charwing Lover; ind in fo ſay- 
ing I went down to the Parlour, where I found 
the Chevalier, who ſeemed, by his Thinneſs 
and the Paleneſs of his Countenance, to have 
been juſt recovered from ſome violent Sicknefs ; ; 
and as a' certain Poeteſs of my Accquaintante, 
ſpeaking of her Lover, uſed to ſay, I might in 
Imitation of her cry on this Occaſion, H 
der million d at my Sight.— After the How- 
do- you- does were over, he preſented a Letter 
from my Father, which Cones the follow- 
ing Words. on 
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PHE Bearer, my dear Felicite,. bas con- 
quer ed my ob/tt nate Ref fal of | him fer your 
Husbard, U an Acbion more generous, than 
could have been expected from a Man whom 1 
had uſc1 1 11. In ſhort, without the Af ance 
of his Vabur, your Father muſt. have 1 27 hrs 
Life by three Aſſaſſms. B y the Palengſi, which 
is viſible in his Countenance, you will ſee that 
he hjt Blood in my Quarrel; and what greatly 
adds to the Generafity of this Action is, that, 
before he drew his Sword, he hnew for t whom he 
was going to expoſe himſelf. Love armed. him 
once in defence of your Life, Generofity induced 
him to preſerve, mine; and the, only Reward 
he demands is your Poſſeſſion, to which I chear- 
_ Fully conſent, and defire you will accept of him as 
yeur Conductor to Paris, where I reſolve to make 
you beth Hbappy,—— As he is to be Jour Hef 
band and my Son-in-Jaw, 1 have, without Cere- 
nam, given bim Money to pay your Beard, and 
he bas a Letter from me to the Priarefs of your. 
Convent, deſiring ſhe would deliver up her Charge 
into his Hands ; which is all I ſhall add, but that 

I enpedt you both with Impatience, and I am 

Var moſt affettionate Father, 

De Biron. 

Tuo 
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Tus this "kirk Ty U in your Akan nf 
dear Miſs, ſaid the Priotefs, muſt deprive us 
of the pleafur re of your good Company, yet T 
heartily rejoice at it; but, added ſhe riſing: 
up, as this Gentleman and you may have ſome 
particular Buſineſs, I will leave you by your”. 
ſelves; upon this Condition, that” you. will 
promiſe me not to begin your Journey. till the 
Day after our Feſtival, which will only keep 
you two Days longer. A5 1 am now, Ma- 
dam, anſwered I, under the Direction of this 
Gentleman, all T can fay is, that he will oblige 
me in giving conſent to my ſtaying; 5 he ſmiled, | 
made a low Bow, and told me, That my 
Commands were a Law to bim: Wel, 
ſaid the Prioreſs, as our Chaplain (whoſe A- 
partment is ſeparated from our Convent) i is 
abrbad, 1 will order it to be fitted up for the f 
Gentleman, Who, 'T hope, will put up with 
Convent Fate, by way of Monifcation; ; and | 
in ba faying * ond ati Dean «> 
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ent; J flatter Wiang Madam; d ue 
Chevalier, when the Prioreſs was gone, that 
what your Father mentions in his Letter with 
regard to me, is agreeable to you? Yes, yes, 
Vor. II. . Sir, 


A 
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Sir, anſwered I, it is vaſtly agreeable to me to 
hear that, by your Aſſiſtance, m my Father eſcaped 
being . murdered, and 1 fancy you expect 1 
ſhould tell you. that, I am. very, well pleaſed 
with the other part of his Letter too. Let me 
ſee He tells me, he has made choice of you 
for his Son-in-law, becauſe you ſaved his Life; 
that's a good Reaſon. for him, I on; but the 
Quere is, whether I ought to make you my 
Huſtand, becauſe you ſaved mine from that 
ugly Bear? By no means upon that Account, 
Madam, anſwered he, if your Inclination does 
not prompt you to make me happy, I will 
neither owe it to that trifling Service, nor the 
Authority of your Father; and if your Heart 
does not concur, I would rather chuſe to break 
mine, than to lay you under any Hardſhip. 
Well, this is generous, ſaid I, but are you 
ſure, Sir, that you will love me as much after 
the Honey-Manth is over (if we {payld, play 
the Fool and marry) as you do now ?. If one 
may judge of Futurity by the preſent, an- 
ſwered be, the whole of my Life, while I am 
poſſeſſed of your dear Perſon, will be Honey- 
Months to me. What a noble time ſhall I 
have of it, lad I,. laughing, if. yau are but 
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be as it will, I am even reſolved to take my 
Chance for better and for worſe ; but remem* 
ber, dear Sir, when you are my Lord and 
Maſter, that if your Happineſs ſhould not 
prove ſo exquiſite, as what you Jews perhaps 
imagine, you have yourfelf to blame}! not me; 
for to be ſure I ſhall follow” the common 
Cuſtom of Women, in loving ydu better after 
Marriage than before; ſo that if you find the 
leaſt Tendency in your natural Diſpoſition tb 
that dear Thing called wert Variety, we had 
better ſtop where we are; for I aſſure you, 
T ſhould take it mighty ill not to have you 
wholly to myſelf. And I ſball be mighty glad, 
cried he, to find you always in this Opinion, 
becauſe 1 ſhall have the pleaſure to think that 
you love me: I was filly enough, ſuid I, to 
tell you that already, when I had no Proſpec̃t | 
of being your Wife, and it is no'tims to re- 
tract now that that T am got half into Ma | 
trimony: But by way of Variety, let us now 
talk a little ſeriouſly, There is one 
thing throws -a Damp upon the Pleaſure 
which my Father's Letter gives me, and that 
is, the melancholy Situation of a young Lady 
in this Convent, with whom I have' contracted 
the en Friendſhip, and who is, to be ſure, 
| | = both 
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both in Perſon and Character the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of our Sex, and, at the ſame time, ſo 
unfortunate, that ſhe is fully determined to 
bury berſelf in this Place; as it would be a 
Breach of Truſt to reveal her Affairs without 
her Permiſſion, Lgvill endeavour to obtain it, 
for my letting you know her Story, that we 
may jointly endeavour, when at Paris, to 
render her what Service lies in our power. 
Whoever is your Friend, my dear Miſs, ſaid 
he, is mine, and as it may, perhaps, not be 
agreeable to that Lady that I ſhould know her 
Secrets, you may promiſe, in my Name, all 
the Service that lies in my power. I chank 
you, Sir, for this Compliment, ſaid I, but as 
ſhe: knows all our Affairs, I believe ſhe will 
have no ObjeCtion againſt your knowing hers; 
but that her Delicacy may not be ſhocked, I 
will only aſk her liberty to give you the Re- 
lation of her Adventures, when we are upon 
the Road to Paris, which will afford us ample 
Matter for Converſation. As you have not 
as yet, my Charmer, ſaid he, given me any 
opportunity of entertaining you with the Suf- 
ferings of my Heart ſince I ſaw you laſt, nor 
am I likely to*have it while you are here, I 
a to have "entertained you with the 
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Progreſs of my Paſſion while we were tra- 
velling; but I find you have laid down à dif- 
ferent Plan, and that the Narration of my 
| Sufferings muſt give place to that of your 

Friend. No, no, Sir, cried' I, ſmiling,” we 
ſhall have your doleful Story over tbo," and 
J will attend you in your ſolitary Walks in 

ſhady Groves by purling Streams, croſſing 
your Arms, ſighing, and thus bemoaning' 
your unhappy Fate, O Love, cruel Love! 
why, vulture-like, doſt thou thus prey upon 
my bleeding tortured Heart? To this Exetama- 
tion ſucceeds Verſiſieation, for Love and Poetry 
are inſeparable, and if you did not pronounce 
the following Verſes, I dare 'ſay' ſomething 
very like tbem = et —_ from's LY 
weinen Rock: | OP MGUXOR DIR 
bono I N Sue 1 38643 164 

O woeful Lis! Life no but vim Darth, 
A Gem t*p0s'd th Fortun#'s\flormy" Breath ' 
Nail Boat e Chryftal in a riciy Main, 
Still ft" with ney" _ TIS __ with 
VE, Br gains of DIRE ©, 

"When did mine E yes het: one cheat Amur 
'" When dill not angry Sturs my Projects ſcurn ? 
' Whim han m toffell Shul one Night of Ree” A 
| 0. nc to 1 ſee what is for Miremont BH"; 
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o', fence hi, Pain is cruel Fortune's Sy. ir 
* ene * and * 11 Wenn 
stb 9&0 VOY 7 1 
Here 9 to Gun: — e your 
Sword, and put it up again; was it not 
juſt fo, my dear Ghevality ?* Not quite Ma- 
dam, anfwered he laughing, for inſtead of 
my Sword, I drew out my Pencil, and wrote 
on the Back of your Letter the two following 


T1 love tit true, & charming merry Laſs, 
But if 1 fa Nen Pll yy and take a Were 


3131 even with me, . 7 and I. 

| We, pleaſed with this jovial Stroke of 
your Pencil, than if it had traced out the. 
mournful and dying Speech of a whining 
wretched Lover; whether theſe two pretty 
little Lines were made cloſe by a purling Stream, 
or at the Grate of this Convent, tis no Mat- 
ter; they have effectually cured me of my 
Fit of Raillery, and as a Proof of it, I tell you 
in ſober Sadneſs, that I am very much con- 
cerned to ſee you look ſo pale. I am ſorry, 
replied he, that my Looks and my Heart do 
not correſpond, for the latter is in high Joy 
' | | -M- 


— 


on the happy Proſpect that lies before me, and 
its Happineſs will. ſoon, reſtore, my Colour. I 
am afraid, ſaid I, you. have undertaken this 
Journey a little tas; ſoon, for. your Health, and 
as I have now more Intereſt. than ever in yo 
Preſervation, you mult. allaw me to be yo 
Phyſician for once, and as ſuch, I muſt beg of 
you to retire to the Apartment allotted ſor you; 
and there take the Refreſhment and Reſt which | 
you want, and; from which I have detained, 
you too long with my idle Chat: Here I thruſt. 

my Hand half through. the: Gratez with a De- 
ſign, I honeſtly. own, that he ſhould catch 
hold of it,. which he was. not ſlow in doing, 
and kiſſed, and kiſſed, and kiſſed, juſt as the 
Marguis de Noailles uſed to do- with Miſs Tarn 
cis, and I believe juſt as all the Men do with 
their Miſtreſſes; for I fancy it's in all; their 
Natures, to be fooliſhly fond of ſuch idle Toy- 
ing; and a Kiſa goes. farther with them than 
twenty pretty Words. While I was reflecting 
on this Failing (for 1 look upon it as ſuch) in 
the Male Species; the Chevalier was not idle, 
and had kiſſed a Redneſs into his Cheeks, 
which gave me hopes, that a little Reſt with 
a few Kiſſes: every Day would ſoon reſtore his 
echour; but as I thought he had got by 
; this 


Conduct kim to his Ap 
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this Time rather more than enough, I drew back 
my Hand, and told him, that I would go and 
ſend one of the out- door Servants, who would 
artment. and pray, Sir, 
added I as F was going, make no Ceremony to 
tell wat you want; for if this Convent can 


afford it, I am very ſure the Pridreſs will be 


very ready to give it, ſo no Ceremony if you 
would oblige me; and in fo ſaying; mn 
_ ot er _ — — 4; 


bh Arved! 1 had told the Priorefs that tbe Che- 
valier waited to know what Cell ſhe was pleaſed 
to order for his Reception, I went to Siſter 
Tirefa's Chamber; whom 1 found, poor Crea- 
ture, in her uſual melancholy ES 
alone, and Tears flowing from her Eyes. 

feemed to be aſhamed, upon my r 
6f my having found her in that Condition. 
With a View to diffipate her Melancholy, I 
related every Word that had paſſed betwixt the 
Chevalier and me, at which ſhe could not help 
Eughing. Vou are a merry Creature, fald ſſie, 


and indeed you have no Reaſon to be otherwiſe, 


fince nothing now can hinder the accompliſh- 
ment of your Wiſhes.” I think I am pretty 


fitte, dad 1, of my Man, if he can but get a 
little 


little Colour and Fleſh upon him again, for in 
his preſent Condition, he has more occaſion for 
a Nurſe than a Wife; but I am reſolved to act 
the Part of the former, that he may the ſooner 
be in a Condition, to make me the latter. I 
commend your Prudence, ſaid ſhe, but will 
you pardon me to draw you from ſo agreeable 
a Subject, to my melancholy Affairs; in one 
Part whereof, you can render me a material 
Service ? Ask and have is the Word, cried I, 
ſo ſpeak. I was under ſo great a Confuſion, 
faid ſhe; when I parted from the: Marquis, or 
rather, when he-flew out of the Parlour, that 
I had no Thought either of the Contract or 
the Jewels I had from him, both which. L de- 
ſign to reſtore, and to beg the Favour of you 
to deliver when you arrive at Paris; but, added 
ſhe, as the Contract is in my Name, I muſt 
make an Aſſignment before a-Notary-Public ; 
and as there is none nearer than Clermont, I am 
reſolved to ſend an Expreſs to my Friend Hille 
branche, deſiring him to ſend a Notary di- 
rectly here, provided you agree; my Dear, to 
take the Trouble of carrying thoſe Things 
along with you. I will with all my Heart, 
ſaid I, upon this Condition, that you write a 
Teuer to the Marguis, 1 in expreſs Words 


declares .. 
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declare, that tho? you have returned his Jew- | 
els, you hope nevertheleſs to wear them ſome - 
time or other as his Spouſe ; and that rather 
than he ſhould-leave the World by his Death, 
and you by being buried alive in this Place, if he 
can any way contrive to get you out of your 
Priſon, you will take a Trip with him to the 
Iſland of Love: Upon theſe Conditions, Ma- 
dam, I will be the Bearer of your moyeable 
Eftate ; and upon my Honour, were your Caſe - 
mine, I would do. as I adviſe you; tor, in 
ſhort, my dear Friend, it is Madneſs to the 
higheſt Pitch to ſacrifice both-yourſeif and a 
deſerving Lover, to fatisfy the extravagant 
Ambition, of an vid =I don't know What. 
whom would fee hanged before he ſhould make 
a Nun of me; and (without Offence be it ſaid) 
if che Truth were known, Miſs Tencin has as 
little Nun's Fleſh about her, as Mifs Biren, 
What! ſhall an old peeviſh Dotard render two 
ſuch charming Lovers uſeleſs to the World? 
Has Nature, think you, performed a Maſter- 
piece in your Workmanſhip, for no better 
Employment than, like a Parrot, to mumble 
2 Parcel of Latin, I don't know what, and 
count your Beads forfooth every half Hour ? 
No, no, a Convent may do for a Girl who 


= 
e . . — e , N — a = 55 —_— = = = 
, — —— * — no amt Ro — — IRR — — <> 
— — > Ho_. . * — - — — SS — —_— — — — — — — N — 


N oailles and Tencin, 347 


. has neither Beauty 1 nor F ortune ; 3 but a Huſband, 
1 fay, for Miſs Tencin, who has both. What 


a pretty Fi igure do you. think you will make, 


when you pranounce the, fatal Formula at your 


2 Reception ?. How edifying will it be to ſee you 


taking God to witneis a real Vocation, and 
ſolemnly declaring that i it” S a yoluntary Sacrifice 
to Heaven without Conſtraint, or from any 


motive of Diſcontent? This may be called, 


properly enough, ſinging, againſt, the Holy- 
Ghoſt; and 1 hope Miſs Tencin has too much 
Piety, too much Religion, to be guilty of ſuch 
a terrible Crime. b rom a Diſcourſe begun in 
ſo ludicrous a Strain, ſaid ſhe, who could have 


expected ſo ſerious a Concluſion, which I. 


own ſtartles me ? For to ſay that I would ra- 
ther chuſe to bea Nun, than to be married to 
the Man 1 love, would be ſpeaking contrary 


to my real Sentiments ; but am I the firſt 


Perſon, Who, Mearied out with. the; Croſſes, 


and Cares of Life, has taken refuge in a Con- 
vente GOP devoted themſelves to. a, religious 


Life? No, ſaid I, interrupting; ber, neither 
the fult,. nor, webe will you be che laſt; 


but, my, dear , Candidate; for the Veil, let me 
have R Agſwes to the following plain 
2 When ꝓou are called upon by the 


Prieſt 
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Prieſt at the Altar to approach and declare, in the 
Preſence of Heaven, whether the Motive of 
your renounting all Commerce with the World, 
proceeds really and truly from a Mind inflamed 
With Love to God, and not from any Diſap- 
pointments you have met with in Life, Can 
you anſwer in the Affirmative; Surcly you 
cannot; and if you confeſs the real Cauſe, do 
you think the Prieſt will proceed in the Cere- 
mony of your Admiſſion? Your Queſtions, 
ſaid ſhe, perplex me ſtrangely; but What ſhall 
Ido iu the World where T cannot have what 
would make it agreeable to me? And Wheſe 
Fault pray is it, eryed I, that you cannot have 
what would make you happy in it? For ſhame; 
renounce the whimfical, nay more, the un- 
lawful Reſolution of entering into? State, to 
which I am certain you have no Call from 
above, and which muſt render any” — At. 
tempt a horrible Sacrilege, the very T 
whereof make me tremble from Head to Foot. 
Indeed, ſaid ſhe, ſighing, and che Tear in her 
Eye, you terrify me; but my dear Friend, 
added ſhe, claſping me in her Arms, ſince 
you think T am ſo little bp togtt=—" fo 
what would you adviſe me to do? Why, in 
one Word, anſwered I, write to your Laer 
by 


1 
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by me, that if he can contrive any Method of 


getting you out of this Place, you will follow 
him to the Werld's End, or if ſuch a Decla- 
ration puts your Ladyſhip's Delicacy to too 
ſevere a I ryal, give me Carte blanche, or in 


Treaty, and I will promiſe to manage your 
Intereſt, and even your Glory, to the beſt 
Advantage; this being firſt premiſed that, in 
your Verbal Inſtructions, I. may agree, in 
your Name, to a Moon light flitting, any 
Thing to the contrary notwithſtanding. Well, 

ſaid ſhe, you are the moſt comical Creature I 


ever knew in my Life, and there is no ſtanding 
againſt . your Batteries; I muſt yield and de- 
pend upon your Friendſhip and Prudence, 
proteſting and vowing, that whatever agree- 
ment you conclude in my Name with the 
Marquis, I will ratify; now, cried I claſping 
her in my Arms, and ſhe me in hers, am I 
better pleaſed than if I had negociated a Treaty 
of Peace betwixt our Monarch and his Ene- 
mies, and I heartily , congratulate you, my 
Dear, on the Recovery of your Rea- 
ſon ; but, added I, as we have ſettled the 
grand Point, it behoves us to view the Out- 


Works of this F ortification, that we may give 


Vor. =” Gg our 


State Terms full Powersto conclude a definitive | 
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our Friend proper Directions where he is to 
plant his ſcaling Ladders; for which Reaſon 
I propoſe, that we now go and take an exact 
Survey of the Garden Walls, which was no 
ſooner propoſed than complied-with, and the 
Place of ſcalading fixed upon: But a very 
happy Event prevented the Execution of our 
deep- laid Schemes; and tho' the Story I am 
going to relate, will be laughed- at by your 
People who have no faith in Dreams and Ap- 
paritions, yet from the Events I am inclined 
to think, that Miſs Tencin's have ſomething very 
extraordinary in them, which would puzzle 
the moſt learned Free-thinker in France to 
account for, by a Philoſophical Enquiry: She 
came into my Chamber juſt as I got out of Bed; 
my Dear, faid ſhe, do you remember my 
Dream, or Viſion in Naples? Very well, 
anſwered I; Thave had juſt ſuch another, added 
ſhe, I mean as to the Circumſtances of my 
Mother's drawing aſide the Curtains,” taking 
me gently by the Hand, and asking me if I 
was aſleep ; after which ſhe ſpoke the following 
Words, or at leaſt J fancied ſo in my Dream. 


Heaven has not thought proper to call you to the 


Profeſſion which the holy Women of this Houſe 
_ have entered into, the Warld is the Theatre on 
which 
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which you are to ar your Part, and a very ſhort” 


Time will diſcover to you what it is ta be. And 
indeed the Dream, or Viſion, call it which you 


pleaſe, did riot long remain unexplained ; for, 


the very next Day, her Father arrived at the 


Convent with a Letter from the Intendant of 


Marſeilles, acquainting the Prioreſs, that he had 


received a Lettre de Cachet from Court, or- 


dering that Miſs Tencin ſhould be at liberty to 
leave the Convent, when her Father, the 
Bearer of | his Letter, ſhould demand her. It 


is no eaſy Matter to deſcribe the Joy of my 
Friend, upon the Sight of her dear Papa; but 


| when ſhe was informed of the happy turn of 
her Affairs, and that the Duke had at laſt 


conſented to her Marriage with his Son, Joy 
ruſhed into her Heart with ſuch Violence, that 
it had almoſt proved fatal; for ſhe ſwooned 
away, and remained ſo long without the leaſt 
Symptoms of Life, that the whole Convent was 


in a terrible Con fuſion; which was greatly 


augmented by the Cries of her Father, and his 


running from one Corner of the Parlour to the Sis 


other like a Madman. I was conſtantly at her 
Bedfide, to which ſhe was, carried, doing 


every. thing that the Nuns, or I myſelf thought 
proper to recover her out of this terrible faint- 
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ing Fit,' which I more than once deſpaired of, 
and can with Sincerity declare that, in all my 
Life, I never felt the Effects of Grief ſo ſe- 
verely, as I did on this melancholy Occaſion; 
for J loved her dearly, and it was impoſſible 
for any Perſon who knew her to do other- 
wiſe. The breathing a Vein by the Gardener ' 
of the Convent (who upon ſuch Occaſions only 
was admitted to the Inſide of the Houſe) was 
the only Thing that brought her to Life; and 
in leſs than half an Hour after,, ſhe quite re- 
covered her Senſes, to the great Joy of all, 
aud particularly her poor Father, who was 
in ſuch a Condition that, i in all human Pro- 
bability, he could not have long ſurvived her 
Loſs. He went and lay at a ſorry Inn, in a 
little Village about a Mile from the Convent, 
and returned very early next Morning, to 
know how his Daughrer did; and to deliver a 
Billet from the Marquis, which her ſudden Fit 
had prevented, as well as his giving her an Ac- 
count how this happy Change had been brought 
about, which the Marquis took care to have 
done by a Friend of his, not being in a Con- 
dition himſelf to write a long Letter. What 
with Cordials, Broaths, -and a good Night's 
Reſt, my dear Friend, a little Paleneſs excepted, 
Was 
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was in perfect Health next Morning, and got 
out of bed the Moment ſhe heard of her Fa- 
_ ther's being in the Parlour, inſiſting that I. 
ſhould accompany her; for it is but juſt, ſaid 
ſhe, that the Preſerver of my Life ſhould re- 
ceive Thanks from the Author of it ;/ſo-down' 
we went together, and Miſs Tencin, in pre- 
ſenting me to her Father, told him that I was 
the deareſt Friend ſhe had upon Earth, and as 
I] was perfectly acquainted with her Story, he 
needed not be under the leaſt: Conſtraint upon 
my Account. Since that is the caſe, ſaid he, 
we will talk of your Affairs in her Preſence, and 
T will let you know, by what means the Dale 
de Neailles was brought to conſent to his Son's: 
Marriage; but firſt let me, my Dear, give 
you a Billet, which your Lover, bad as he- 
was, wrote by the Expreſs whieh the Duke ſent 
me, with a Letter of Compliment apologizing” 
for his obſtinate Oppoſition to his Son's Paſſion, 
and begging I would, without loſs of Time, 
accompany you to Paris, where the Marriage 
ſhould be conſummated; chuſing rather togbe* 
diſappointed in the Views he had for his Eſta- 
bliſhment, than to ſee him die, which he plainly | 
perceived would be the conſequence of loſing 
his Miſtreſs. Aud indeed, fays the Duke in 
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his Letter, 7 Stiff my and' Cruel, tho* I bue 


bim tenderly, have brought him to the Gates of 
Death ; bat I hope your Arrival with your lovely 
Danghter at Paris, will ſoon reftore him to per- 
feet Health ; fince the very Thoughts of it have 
already made a, wonderful Change in him, and 
his Miftreſs's. Preſence will finiſh the Work: I 
hope her own Inclination will be a ſufficient Spur 
to male her loſe no Time, and the Happineſs, Sir, 
of your Child as well as mine, will, I apf rebend, 
be a ſuffigent Motive to make you expeditious. 
But I forgot, ſaid Mr, Tencin, to give you the 
Marguis's Billet; in which ſhe read aloud 


(the Tears falling on the Paper) theſe few 
| Wor ds. * 


Ne my dear Mifs, that Death, or 
my Father*s Conſent to our Marriage, ſhould 
foon put an End to all my Pains ——— As be 


found, by the Report of Phyſicians, that I was a 


going, he conſented to our Marriage, which was 
the only Remedy that could preferve me from im- 
mediate Death; but unleſs you come to confirm it 


41 the Foot of the Altar, this ſhort Reprieve will 


enh be 4 Delay of Execution, and J. Mall fall 


the Victim of your Cruelty, inſtead of my Father's; 
but as your Scruples, my Deareſt, are, or ought 
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. Zo be, al removed 4 hope. nothing” Twill py 
your coming, with the uin Ja Es Arion, 
crown the Happineſs of e 18; 

| Your Fe faithful, Lover fo 


The Marquis de 

au, q Henrietta, faid her F ather, As 
ve ſet out for Paris, or for Marſeilles ? Your 
Choice, Sir, anſwered ſhe, muſt regulate mine, 
No, Child, replied he, for this time I will 
ſubject mine to yours. If that be the Caſe, 
ſaid ſhe, you know where the Magnet, that 
attracts me, is placed, and without a ſuperior 
Force to impede the Effects of its Attraction, 
I ſhould be naturally drawn towards it: And 
I, cried her Father, do, with all my heart, 
conſent to our ſteering that Courſe, We ſhall 
have the pleaſure, faid ſhe, of this young 
Lady's Company, and a young Gentleman, 
who is come from Pari is to conduct her thi- 
tber. I am forry, ſaid her Father, that we 

cannot all go in one Coach; T have only a 
' Chaiſe that holds two, and I believe, ſaid I, 
my Conductor and I are in the ſame caſe; but 
do you know, Sir, what I think would make 
an. agreeable Variety in our Method of tra- 


velling? as we mal, no doubt, agree, before 
we 
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we leave this Convent, to dine, ſup, and put 
up every Night in the fame Inn, during our 
Journey, we Women will ſometimes be in 
the ſame Chaiſe together, and our two Con- 
ductors i in the other, and when we are inclined 
to have a little Converſation each with her own 
or her Friend's Conductor, we will ſhift about, 
which will diverſify our Journey, and make. 
us go through the Fatigue of it chearfully. 


HERE the Chevalier * Miremont entered 
the Parlour, and obſerving a Stranger enter- 
taining my Friend and me at the Grate, he 
begged pardon for his Intruſion, and was turning 
about to be gone, when I called out, Stand 
your ground, Chevalier, there are none here 
but Friends, who will be glad to be better ac- 
quainted with you, upon which he advanced. 
and made his Compliments ver) gracefully to 
Mr. Tencin and his Dayghtcr, 


2. 


We 3 at this Iatery ew, to ſet 


- out early next Morning, which, © and 
during a five, Days Journey Mi h 
were moſtly together in the tet 
which the Chevalier grumblad A. ttle T1 :L 


told him as my Reign was, but {ho.., be ghd 
to indulge me. fo 
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 Mrss Dad and I made a comical fort of 
an Agreement, which was, that we ſhould be 
married the ſame Day, in the ſame Church, 
and by the ſame Prieſt, and, added J laughing, 
let our two firſt Children, if they happen to be 
of different Sexes, be joined in Matrimony; 3. 
With all my heart, faid ſhe, if our Huſbands 


agree to ite 


Azour three Weeks after our Arrival at 

Paris, we received the nuptial Benediction by 
the Curate of St. Sulpice, according to Agree- 
ment betwixt my Friend and me, and J dare 
ſay never People approached the Altar on ſuch 
a Deſign with more Joy than we all four did 
that happy Day. The Marquis de Noailles and 
his charming Bride, by their Virtue and Con- 
ſtancy, ſurmounted Obſtacles which would 
have daſhed Lovers of leſs Delicacy and Reſo- 
lution, and their Story cannot but give pleaſure 
to every Perſon who is glad to fee oppreſſed 
Virtue triumph at laſt. As for my dear Spouſe 

and me, tho' we had not gone through ſo 
many ſevere Trials as theſe two illuſtrious 
Lovers, yet we did not think that even their 
Happineſs in being united could exceed ours. 


. 
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ERRATA of Vol. Il- 


P 7, Line 9, read, of the. p. 19, 1. 21, r. Rings 
. t. p. 31, I. 20, r. viſits. p. 34, 1. 10, r. Conjecture. 
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